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Second EditionfAChi | dés Ri ght to Counsel
A National Report Card on Legal Representation for Abused & Neglected Children

FOREWORD

According to the Child Welfare Information Gateveayer 300,000 American children entered
foster care in the last fully reported year of 2006. Of the 289,000 children who exited from the system that
year, only about half were reunified with their parents. The parents of 79,000 children webe found to
ounfitoé by clear and convincing evidence and had
adopted. The remainder of these children stay in the foster care system, now numbering over 500,000
nationwidé@ most living in statprovided are or with relatives.

The fate of children whoayenter and leave the child welfare systespecially those who gtay
is determined byependencyourts in all fifty states. Shortly after a child is removed from his/her home, the
dependencgourthold a o j ur i s di ¢the stabmorantodly absanses therlegal rale af parent.
Dependencgourts are unusual, and are often closed off from public view andisalleggdly to protect
the children involved. Many child advocates argue trairtbéalment is more abgubtectingagencies
from democratic accountabilignd in fact hides systemic flaws from public scriBumywe need to be
clear about who the parents of all of these chade@rihe court functions formally and legally as the
parent. This is not a typical court performing a passive role as arbiter between contending litigants over
money or a criminal offense. Tdityhasthe affirmative duty to determine the fate and then manage the
custody and care of another humangoddecauseve livein acivildemocracy, it makes us all their
parentij oi ntly and severally. How we treat these chi

Who are these children? Thediarage iden2 Manychildren that age andegvyoungehave
sufficient maturity to warrant cattention and assistamegarding their thoughts and preferences. They
come in all racial groupings, with whites the largest group, but with statistieptesantation of
minorities. They have been emotionally, physically, and/or sexually abused or neglected h@¥en, they
been forgotten. But as many attorneys know, you will not find clients more thoughtful or generous than
these. They aoftenextremely concerned about everyone else arourftl theimparents, their siblings,
their friends, even their attorfiegnuch nore than about themselves.

So why this report? Because we do not do well by thes&kiged and neglected children often
languish in foster care indefinitely, lose touch with their families and siblings, and may never find a permanent
home. Thee that are never adoptdtenend up abandoned by the state at 18 and end upedindated,
unemployed, impoverished, and homgless.

In the court drama that determines the futures of these children, the other parties have counsel. The
Supreme Courtas held that if counsel can make a difference in outcome, parents gét pobidg!
financed if necessary. After all, terminating parental rights is a major interference in the fundamental right to
rai se oneds andsi highteelinof dpencdss.c ldence virtually every parent gets counsel to
whom the full panoply of the Ameri carnes BastateAssoci a
gets counsel to support the agencyOsacpnents$.t i on reg
Meanwhile, the chiidwhose rights to his or her parents and family unit and home and future are all being
determineld has naecognizedonstitutional right to counsel in these proceediigssed and neglected
childrentypically begin their jowey with the child welfare system by leaving everything familiar to them.
They leave their homes, their fagitheir neighborhoods, and their schools to find themsebsagstem

1 Statistics from Child Welfare Information Gatefaster Care Statigils. 2009).

21d.

3 The Fostering Connections to Sucaessincreasing AdoptioAgt of 2008 (P.L11035]) givesstates the option of extending
fostercareuntilage2Ei r st St ar and t he Chi | statesthad maatymplererted thisopoh i t ut e ¢ O
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of changing faces, social workers, and courts who commonly serparastlod tens of thousands of

children likeghem at a time. These children have rather a remarkable interest in these proceedings, which not
only determine whether they will see their paandtsiblingagain, but where they will live, with whom, and

under what conditions. Even in the criminstice systemp court has the kind of detailed and continuing

power that dependency courts have over abused and neglected children in state custody.

Maltreateathildren have substantial additional rededmes/e counsel beyond the rationale
applicable to their parentstibe government. If there is one party in these proceedings warranting highest
consideration for counsel, it is the child. He or she is not a reward or an object or chattel, bwha person
the statenayexert control over in the most profound way. The point of view of the social worker may or
may not represent what the child wants. The views of the parents may or may not frame the entire issue, and
will certainly not pertaintothelckd 6 s f ate i f their rights are termin

One court has opined that these children have a constitutional right to counsel in juvenile
dependency court, as they have long been afforded in delinquency prédeedietiably, that holding is
honored in the breach for much of the natibhe purpose of this repastto outline the status of these
children in terms of this seminal legal right, and in relation to a basic model of such representation. This
modelis straightforward. Currently, the American Bar Assodsatimnking toward a widely supported
ModelAct on dependency court child representation. The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
has recently awarded a major federal grant to stadeplhéisentation, which viitpefully provide
additional data about practices, costs and benefits. This data should pave the way for future national and state
reform.

The survey we present here measuregséchstate performin providing effective lab
representation to maltreated children within the framewitslstaite lawOur survey refl ect s
t he b o ddesnot plrpertto measure policy and practices, which may allow for more responsible
representation, or may avoid what agpédawequires.By looking at the stated law and adopted statewide
rules, we choose a variable that is measurable between states, and one of particular import. While policies
may be changed on a whim, practices encoded inastdtoegulatioare prdictable, enforceable, dodg
lived. We therefore urge the many jurisdictions that have commendable practices to encourage the
codification of these in their state statutes.

While this report focuses on dependency proceedings, our hope is thatillefotrstop there,

but will instead extend to all | egal proceedings
determined. Children in other court proceedings such as custody, immigration, and education cases where
allegations of abuseané gl ect must be weighed in the courtods d

their rights and make sure their voice is heard.

The grading criteria have beefmedin consultation with national experts. They are presented in
detail and as applied to each state for the reader to consider in evaluating the gra@es bapeiifor
states to closely examine their right to counsel laws to determine whetherrclild v oi ces ar e be
these critical court proceedings, and how the process may be improved to facilitate fully informed and fair
decisions. The stakes are high.

Robert Fellmeth Peter Samuelson

Price Professor of Public Interest Law Faunder and President

University of San Diego School of Law First Star

Executive Director, Chi WathigtonBC.Advocacy I nstitute

4 In re Kenny MN.D. Ga. 2005) 356 F. Supp. 2d 1353
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Introduction

Abused and neglected children are among the most vulnerable citizens in our country. Indeed, these
children have been betrayed and mistreated by the very people entrusted to care for and fiutiane them
own parents. Many of these children suffeleimca until their plight is discovered and they are brought
under the jurisdiction of a court.

When an abused or negl sbdoeshentelwildgad sytemdhatésse ent er
confusing, intimidating, and overwhelming, even to maity. dthdegal righteindprocessasthat will
determinéis or hefuturearecomplex It is unreasonable to expect any chitcite the skills or
knowledge to advocate on their own behalfese circumstancdsven the most intelligent, informedd an
assertive teenager capable of advocating for him ordseraetf subpoena or crassamine witnesses,
conduct discovery, did motions or appeals without legal assistance

The stakes in these cases are highdseinvolved, but especially foetbhild. He or she may be
suddenly removed from everything that is familiar including home, family, school, friends, and community.
He or she may be separated from silflillgsome cases, permanently. And yet, in many states across the
U.S., this child geghrough these momentous legal proceedings without an attorney appointed to represent
his or her positioand personal objectiviesthe judge

It is the position of First St aabusedamd negleceed Chi | d
children have basic rights that must be respectedkitwepest what has occurred in their home, they have
opinions about what should happen to fivehey have a voice to be heard. Accordinglyelieve that all
maltreateahildren have the right to competent,-waihed, cliertlirected attorneysith reasonable
caseloadepresenting them throughout the court proceedings that will significantly impact their lives and
futures.

History and Contextof the Report Card

In April 2007, First Star published Hist Edition of A Ch i | d 6 s ARIiNgtibnal Réport Couns e
Card ohegal Representation for (ieldering and analyzing the laws of all 50 states and the District of
Columbia with regard to their provision tdraeys to abused and neglected chiidréependency cases
The report was received with critical acclaim in the media, and quickly became a standard reference tool used
by | egislators and advocates nat iFrstRdtahevas Much ha
published. Many states have reviewed their laws and proposed or passed new laws that ensure better legal
protections for abused and neglected children. Other states havecbrotggees that highlight the
importance of right to cosal for maltreated children and the harm caused to children and families when
childrenarenot well represented. Federal legislatiengbrinea nationally mandated right to counsel in
these cases has been proposed and widely endorsed. The AmévsarciBaon will consider a Model
Act establishingnewnationaktandard for attorneys representing children in abuse and neglect cases

The tide is turning in the mov echiddrenwefevieweda c hi |
more or less as chateldit was assumed that the legal interests of an abused and neglected child would be
represented either by the parent or by the state. Thankfully, many jurisdoi¢istand that too often, this
is not the ase and hayeegun to move towasdecogriingthatc h i | doices andl spinions are necessary
and valuable in the court proceedings that determine their best interests and ultimate futures.

6 SecorietitionA CHILD BRIGHT TO COUNSEL



It has beemwver fortyyears sincda re Gadlaffirmedalk i | dds constitutional roi
criminal cases, recognizing that the risk of being placed into state cusenlyafjdibea fundamental
right that requires the assistance of dlieected counsel. Dependency proceedings also invalggythe
real prospect of the child being placed into state custody (fost@hilgrejvocates around the country
agree that the rightscognized iGaultcan and should extend beyond juvenile delinquency cases to include
juvenile dependency proceedings.

Research on the benefits of providing counsel to children in these proceedingsihecaost
widely referenced recent studgspublishedn 2008y the Chapin Hall Center for Childrbased on a
study in Palm Beach County, Florida. In this reparas shown that children with effective counsel in
dependency cases were moved to permanency at about twice the rate of unrepreserit€drthidyen.
this indicates that attorney representation benefited these children, and saved the staabbrenetibg
the court case and the foster care stay.

Available data indicatibsit providing clierdirected counsel to maltreated chiliserot onlya
legal and moral imperative, but that it is also economically prudent. If good legal representation results in
resolving cases with children attaining permanency more quickly, the net result will be to reduce the amount
of money that states spend on toasts anan foster care.

The U.S Department of Health and Human Service
Families recenthwarded fiveyear, five million dollar grantttoh e Uni ver sity of Michi g
Child Advocacy Clinic estabBh a National Quality Improvement Center (QIC) to generate and
disseminate knowledge on the representation of children and youth in the child welfare lsg<pea.
will work to improve the quality and quantity of competent representation for ehitblyenith in child
welfare cases so that States and Tribes achieve the best safety, permanebeyngnolutaeimes for these
children and youth. The research conducted by this Center and the information disseminated through it will
greatly add to thevailable data in this field.

Summary of Report Card Criteria

The grading criteria and methodology have changed significantly between the first edition of the Report
Card in 2007 and this one. Many of the changes are the result of constructivedbadiaythd First
Edition of theReport Card. Others were made in ordbetterreflect the unique statutory language and the
vast distinctions in | aw across the country. An 0
of caseload limitnd to place states on alert that this will be graded in our next report. Our criteria are as
follows:

1. Does state law mandate that attorneys be appointed for children in dependency proceedings?
(Maximum Points: 40)

2. When an attorney is appointed for &dhia dependency proceedings, does state law define the
duration of the appointment? (Maximum Points: 10)

3. When an attorney is appointed for a child in dependency proceedings, does state law require the
attorney to advocate for the expressed wishesadifilthén a clientlirected manner? (Maximum
Points: 20)

5In re Gau(fl967) 387 U.S. 1,837 [87 S.Ct. 1428, 18 L.Ed.2d 527].

6 A.E. Zinn & J. SIwriver, Expediting Permanency: Legal Representation for Foster Children in Palm Beach County (2008), available
athttp://www.chapinhall.org/article_abstract.aspx?ar=1467

71d.at 14.

8 See http://lwww.acf.hhs.gov/grants/open/HFEDO9ACFACYFCO-0077.html.
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4. To what extent are specialized education and/ o
required by state law? Is such education and/or training required to include multidisciplinary
elements@Maximum Points: 10)

5. Does state law expressly give the child the legal status of a party with all rights appurtenant thereto?
If not, does state law expressly give the child some of the rights of a party? (Maximum Points: 10)

6. Dothe Rules of Profession@i@duct (or the stateds equival ent
liability and confidentiality apply to attorneys representing children in dependency proceedings?
(Maximum Points: 10)

Extra Credit: Does state | aw addr e caunselmsdepdndeacy st andar d.
proceedings? (Maximum Extra Credit Points: 5)

Summary of Report Card Findings

TheSecondditionofA Chi | d 6 s dBmogshrates thad ma@yostatesshavk imadiable
progress in their laws pertaininghtright tocounsel for abused and neglected childridse last few years
Some states have excellent new laws on the books, and First Star and CAl commend the hard work of all the
policymakers and advocates who led these reform efforts. Some states madegireat®iing new
laws forward in this arena, but were faced with overburdened legislatures and a dismal finaifigtl climate
temporarily thwarted their effo¥e encourage them to continue their fight and hope that this report assists
them in their dvocacy.

We found thasomestates had excellent practicggavidingcounsel, but tliepractices were not
codifiedin state law. First Star and CAI firmly believe that the only way to ensure consistent, enforceable,
and accountable legal represemtdtir abused and neglectdildrenis toenacstate law to that effect. We
encourage statesitmorporateheir good work andstablished practice into law.

Unfortunately, we also found several examples of the opstaits with strong right tounsel
laws that armot followedin practice. We urge stakeholders in those states to use all advocacy and legal
remedies available to enforce the law and ensure that abused and neglectredeiniliirenepresentation
to which they are legally dat.

Statistical Highlights of the Second Edition

11 Stategarned an Ar A+
11 Stategarned a B

14 Stategarned a C

8 Stategarned a D

7 Stategarned an F

[T e et e i

63% ofstategnandate the appointment of an attorney for the child

51% ofstatesnandaté hat t he chi |l dds at tacliemdrecteccapabitg
for the child

V 33% of statesadopted new legislation in this arena #necEirst EditonoA Chi | d & s
Counsgl 2007

< <
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The following 17 states (representing 33% of the jurisdictions studied)
i mproved their state | aws governi
proceedings since the First EditionofA Ch/ / dbés R/i gh
Alabama Ohio
Arkansas Oklahoma
California Oregon
Connecticut Pennsylvania
lowa Rhode Island
Louisiana South Carolina
Massachusetts Vermont
New Hampshire Wyoming
New York

First Star and t he Chi thatwoesttéssthatschredtd@bove, | nst i t u
meriting a grade of AMassachusetts and Connecticut. May their laws in this arena serve as a beacon to
their neighbors and states around the country looking for examples to follow.

Over 400 ofthe 51 jurisdiains surveyedarned a grade of A or B. We are proud to be able to
award such high gradesstatesvho recognize the importance of this issue and have taken the necessary
steps to provide their maltreated children with effective legal representation.

Approximately 30%f the51jurisdictions surveyed scored a D or an F. These stataeddraye
wayto go toward enacting laws that ensure children of the right to appropriate legal representation in
dependency proceedings.

Conclusion

First Star and t he utgeihdfedaratamdssate laahwirealt adbbuwsegd andn st i t u
neglected childreén receive quality cliedirected representation in dependency proceedings and eventually
in all court proceedings in which thaye important legal interests at stdkemendous progress has been
made in the last few years in the fight to achiiswésibn. It is our aim to build on that momentum and
show all states and the federal government that it is posséieamdgeousifallto adopt laws that
protect abused and neglected children, give them ardigéve them a greater chance to erfrergea
very traumatic experienghole and strong.

We hope this report will serve as a useful tool in increasing publicsaobileisdssue and give
advocates and policymakers information that can be used to advance state and federal legislative reform.
should serve as a rallying cry for advocates and lawmakers in poorly performing states, and as a source of
pride for stats that have enacted strong laws iatars.

The suffering of abused and neglected children does not vary depending on what state they call

home. Theiabilityto have their voiceghtfullyheard and considered as their futures are determined should
also not depend @omething so arbitrary as the two letter abbreviation at the end of their address

A NATIONAL REPORTCARD ON LEGAL REPRESENTATION FORABUSED& NEGLECTED CHILDREN 9



A CHILD BRIGHT TO COUNSEL:
| SSUES ON THE LANDSCAPE

Since the releaseafr First EditionofA Chi | d 6 s , tReitogidot right to cousel ton s e |
childrenhas beea hot topic fosstate and national advocacy groups, legislators, attorneys, and policy groups.
It has beemddressed repeatedly in the media, with the publication of hundreds of hewspaper articles
discussing the first Report Card, @arabugadio interviews and related public discussions taking place.

Since that tim¢his issue has gained increasing attezitid momentum, amdivocacy groups from
Washington, D.C. to California have been | eading
fronts. The following is a brief summary of some of the exciting work being done to ensure that every
abised and neglected child in America has the right to @icketed attorney.

CAPTA

Until 1974, when Congress passed the Child Abuse Prevention and Treat(QGxPAA),
children in dependency proceediaigsiot havany rights to legal represeptatiThis was the first time
that the issue was addressed in federal legisitiarreaction to widespread attention to child abuse issues,
CAPTA in its original form required states to provide representation in the form of a Guardian ad Litem
(GAL) for all abused and neglected children who were subject to court proceedings. Unftiréuaately,
were nagguidelines set out asth@ qualifications, training, or responsibilities of the GAL. In 1996, Congress
reauthorized CAPTA and amended its langoagate that a lawyeraype appointed as a GAL and that the
GALOG6Gs role is to obtain a clear understanding of
interests of the childAfter the 1996 amendment, many courts were appointing indissl@GALS or
attorneys for the child without ensuring that the individuals had undergone adequai lin20i03).
Congresaddressed this problemadwenthg CAPTA to its current formAccording to the Administration
for Children and Families,thep pose of the 2003 amendments was O0to
and to bar appointment of untrair@cpoorly trainedcous p poi nt ed r epr e sl eTha ati ves
representative currently required by CAPTA doetenessarilyeed to be an attorney, and is not required
to advocate for the wishes of the child involved. Specificatiytringrelevant CAPTA provision require

that in every case involving an abused or neglected child which results in a judicial proceeding, a guardi
litem, who has received training appropriate to the role, and who may be an attorney or a court appointe
special advocate who has reawgvagdpirapriate to that role (or both), shall be appointed to represent

the child in such prodeedings

(1) to obtain fiteind, a clear understanding of the situation and needs of the child; and
(I) to make recommendations to the court boacerhingithe t e i2est s of the chil d

CAPTA is currently pending reauthorization in
Institute havevorked with advocacy groups around the counsybimita proposed amendment to
CAPTA endorsed by the Natior@zhild Abuse Coalitoh,h at woul d require that t he
be an attorney who advocates for the child in adiienoted manner.

9 Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act, Pub. L. N&4B842 U.S.C. 5101 et seq; 42 U.S.C. 5116 et seq.).

10 See LaShanda Tayli, awyer for Every Child: Client Directedt®é&mes DependencyFaaseSt. Rev., Vol. 47 No. 4, 605, 610
(Oct. 2009).

111d.

1242 U.S.C. § 5106a(b)(2)(A)(xiii).
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ABA Model Act

Following publication of tHérst Edition of theReport Card, First Star was asked repeatedly by
states what a good Right to Counsel ststiotdd bok like. As a result, First Siarconsultation with its
Policy Advisory Councilrafted a Model Law for the Representation of Children in DependencyrCo
2008, the Ameri$Sant iBanm Jdishsilolicdiriaayradosnd@dmsioght s Li ti gat i
approached First Star to ask if it could use the Model Law as the basis to establish a new national standard of
practice in this arena. The resglBA Model Act Governing the Representation of Children in
Dependency Proceedings has been drafted and honed by advocates nationwide and is being reviewed for
possible ABAdoption.It is included in its entirety in Appendix A to this Report Card.

If the ProposeddBA Model Act were judged based on the grading criteria contained in this Report
Card, it would eascore of 100 (98 points for Criteti6 and 2 extra credit points), as set farth
Appendix B3 A jurisdiction that adopts and implements the language and requiremertopbies
ABA Model Act would do a nearly perfect jokegliringquality legal representation for abused and
neglected children.

Defining Litigation
Prior to 1967 children delinquency couproceedings had no right to representatiom. le Galt,

the U.S. Supreme Court held that children have the due process right to amat&imgyency
proceeding® WhileGaut was a landmark case, children in dependeneggings were still without a legal

right to counsel. Fortunately, after CAPTA was enacted and as attehtiotareness abaut ¢ hi | d&s r i ¢
to counsel spread, some courts found that children in dependency proceedings have a similar due process

right tolegal counsel. In June 2G82,national child advocacy gr@ip i | dr en d mreRengybat, s f i | e
class action in Georgia allegimggralia t hat chi |l dr en i nwea€denied@adequats f ost e

legal representation in the Juvenile Courts due to the high caseloads of the attorneys assigned to represent
them. In February 2005, in a landmark ruling, the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Georgia

found that abused dmeglected children nartly havea constitutional right to an attorney, but also to

adequate legal representation, at every major stage of their life in state Spsitifigally, the court found

that ochil dren have fakerindepnvation and [terinination of parental rightg]r e st s
pr oc e éédr inrgtsh eédr mor e, o©0a chil dds | iberty interests ¢
in state custody, 6 at whi ch poietdrightsdo réasomabklcsafa | rel
living conditions and services necessary to ensure protection from physical, psychological, and emotional

h a r imin light of this ruling, two Georgia counties (Fulton and DeKalb) entered into settlement
agreementhatguaanteed every child the right to effective legal representation throughout their

invol vement with the child welfare system. Since
carry caseloads of no more than 90 children per attBirsyStar an@Al believe that this Georgia ruling
should be held out as an example to be emulated i
proceedings as a constitutional right.

Bui l ding on this key ruling, edfiledalXaddralcla8gs@a&ién, t he
in California alleging that the constitutional an
being violated by the excessively high caseloads of both their attorneys and the judges whmlace acting
paentisThe California case is just in its infancy but shows promise to build the national campaign for a
judicially supported right to counsel for every ohiliegr dependency court jurisdiction

13TheProposedBA Model Act would be enhanced by explicitly mandating that the required child welfare training for attorneys be
multidisciplinary in nature and specifically setting a maximum caseload number or range.

141n re Gau(tl967) 387 U.S. 1,88 [87 S.Ct. 1428, 18 L.Ed.2d 527].

151n re Kenny,AN.D. Ga. 2005) 356 F. Supp. 2d 1353

161d.

171d.
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In addition to these federal cases, state courts ackedogaic hi | dds r iTgeht t o coun:
Colorado Supreme Court is currently considering the ¢esgptd v. Gabrieshehkih holds that a GAL
for a child in all dependency and neglect cases holds a norrtalwienelationship as far as reasonably

possible and, thus, is precluded from divulging t
Supreme Court 0 seridhwiog codelp watched by Cdlarado advbeatssé could
further a childoés right to be heard and represent

In September 2009, a Washington State Court of Appeals edtisedesise dh reD.R. and\.R1°
This case preseutthe question of whether children are entitled to legal representation during termination of
parental rights proceedings. A.R. and D.R. were in foster or kinship care for nearly four years and during
that time were never givem thpportunity to present their wishes to the court. Lawyers and advocates from
across the country asked the appellate court to retain jurisdiction over the question ofwehether it
violation of the chil dr en 8 sindemendsncy ptoceedingsscadrt r i ght s
implicitly admitted error and remanded the case in order to ensure that these children receive proper
representation, but declined to consider the larger constitutional issue of right to counsel for other similarly
situated children in the state. It is only a matter of time before advocates in the state have another
opportunity to bring this issue to the courtds at

NACC Certification

The National Association of Council for Children (NACC) offers the only accredited certification for
attorneys representing abused and neglected children. NACC has established certification in jurisdictions
across the country, and qualifies attorneysilds/@fare Law Specialists (CWLSs). As of September 2009,
NACC Certificationwves available in 13 jurisdictions: California, Connecticut, District of Columbia, Georgia,
lowa, Michigan, New Hampshire, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, Tennessemd titak,

NACC is currently implementing its plan to open the Certification program inaaikfifty
jurisdictions. The goal of the plan is to open the Certification Program in eight to ten states each year. As of
July 2009, there were 234 Child \Welfaw Spealists in the United States.

Research and Data on Right to Counsel

In 2008, the Chapin Hall Center for Children published a report éxjiktiting Permanency: Legal
Representation for Foster Children in Palm BedtlisCepaty sggests that there is an increased initial cost
in providing attorneys for children in dependency hearings. The report also demonstrated, however, that
children with this level of representation achieve permanency more quickly. Expedited permanency means
reduced court costs, less money spent on foster care, and fewer services needed for the child and family. This
longterm savings indicates that providing abused and neglected children with effective legal representation is
not only the right thing to do, bafiso might be economically advantageous for states.

Additionally, the U.S Department of Health and
Youth, and Families receralyarded fiveyear, five million dollar granttte University of Michigan Law
School Child Advocacy Clinic to estaldistational Quality Improvement Center (QIC) to generate and
disseminate knowledge on the representation of children and youth in the child welfareTéys@la.
will work to improve the quality and quantity of competent representation for children and youth in child
welfare cases so that States and Tribes achieve the best safety, permanebeyngnouteelmes for these

18205 P.3d 441 (2008).

19 Inre D.R. and A.RNo. 2739411 (Wash. Ct. App. filed Sept. 2, 2009).

20A.E. Zinn & J. Slowriver, Expediting Permanency: Legal Representation for Foster Children in Palm Beach County (2008),
available dittp://www.chapinhall.org/article_abstract.aspx?ar=1467

21 See http://www.acf.hhs.gov/grants/open/HHEBO09ACFACYFCO-0077.html.
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children and youth. The res#aconducted by this Center and the information disseminated through it will
greatly add to the available data in this field.

Caseload Standards

Strong statutes ensuring cheinécted representation for maltreated children are the foundation of
effective advocacy for abused and neglected childrertraivied] and dedicated attorneys carry out this
advocacy. However, even the best statutes are rendered méaaimg)ldgsmost committed attorneys
cannot serve thejivenpurpos@ without caseload standsr An attorney representing 450 children (not an
unusual number in many jurisdictions around the country) simply cannot provide appropriate advocacy on
behalf of his/her clients.

As this Report Card acknowledges, several jurisdictions have rettagingaattance dhisissue
andhaveimplemented caseload limits that ensure that children receive the attention and quality legal
representation that they so deserve. Special acknowledgementrgaesas, Massachusetts, New York,
and Wyoming for thestatewideaseload standards.

The NACC recommends that a-firthe attorney represent no more than 100 individual clients at a
time, assuming a caseload that includes clients at various stages of cases, and recognizing that some clients
may be part dhe same sibling groe®pThis is the same cap recommended by the U.S. Department of
Heal th and Human Ser v RBandthedAmeéricad Bay Assbhiatidhe heindreds Bur e a
cases averages to 20 hours per case inld20@@ar. First Starcan t he Chi |l dr ends Advoca
endorse this caselozallingstandard.

Attorney Compensation

Attorneys who represent abused and neglected children do not embark upon this demanding and
draining work with any promise of great financial gain. Compensation does, however have a significant
impact on the number and quality of attorneys whoartemainint he f i el d. Rates of
attorneys are often under $55 per Botany states distinguish betweeroint and oubf-court work,
paying attorneys around $50 for in court and $30 for out of court work. Some counties in Wytbeiing pay
chil drends att or n dheseratesafa lessthaa attordefs®engaged in other tietds of
lawi many of whom chardgem $200 to $1,000 pleour. Many attorneys simply cannot take on this
important work due to the burden of massiducational deand family responsibiliti€thers dedicate
several years of service to the practice and become excellent prdumtitemeettsen compelled to move on
to otherbetter paying legabrk.

First Star and the Childrends Advocacy Institu
l oan forgi venes s A dubstantia $tdp Fodvare tanarsis thastwasdakem e/heis Congress
passed th€ollege Cost Reduction A¢tThe morebright and dedicated attorneys practicing in this field,
and the longer they are able to stay, the better the outcomes for children.

The NACC adodthe followingJ.S. Department of Health and Human Serpiegision on this
point: 0Pr i adeguaye legadrepsesestationfof the parties in child welfare cases are low

22 See National Association of Counsel for Children, NACC Recommendations for Representation of Children in Abuse and Neglect
Cases (2001), available at http://www.naccchildlaw.org/resource/resmgr/docs/nacc_standards_and_recommend.pdf

23U.S. Department of lé#th and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, Youth,
and Families, Childrends Bureau.

24 ABA Standards of Practice for Lawyers Who Represent Children in Abuse and Neglect Cases, Approved by the ABA House of
Delegates, Feb. 5. 1996, available at http://www.abanet.org/child/repstandwhole.pdf.

25National Association for Counsel on Childrend@wpresentation Hourly Compensation Rates as of June 1, 2006.

26 Pub. L. No. 1184, 121 Stat. 784 (2007) (to be codified in scattered sectiodsH€20
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compensation and excessive caseloads. Reasonable compensation of attorneys for this important work is
essential. Rather than a flat per case fee, compensate lawyers for firhes spi#iitelp to increase their

level of involvement in the case and should help improve the image of attorneys who are engaged in this type
of worké .The need for improved compensation is not for the purpose of benefiting the attorney, but rather
toensue that the child receives t2hlerstbtarane €Alendased e x p
this positioras well

ABA National Summit on Right to Counsel . ORalising

The American Bar Association Section of Litiga
sponsoring a national summit at Northwestern Uniywv
Nati onal Strategy for ChunhsleleddFhiRs gbt mmiot Ewdiulclat &l
practitioners, academics, and advocates from around the tooroitaporatenddevelop an aggressive
national strategy to promote the right to counsel for children through legislation, litigatioficand pub
engagement.

27 Sedlational Associatioof Counsel for ChildreNACC Recommendations for Represghtitien of Abuse and

Neglect Cagi01), availablelatp://www.naccchildlaw.org/resource/resmgr/docs/nacc_standards

and_recommend.pdtiting toAdoption 2002: The President's Initiative on Adoption and Foster Care. Guidelines for Public P
and State Legislation GoverningPermanenc® {8t DbjirenHHS ACF ACYF Children's Bureau (1999)-4t VII
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DEFINITIONS

In a report that compares the laws of 50 different states and the District of Columbia, it is important
to lay a linguistic foundatiolm the process of compiling this report, we have become aware of the wide
discrepancies in the language that states use in their statutes, and even in how certain terms are used
discordantly in different states.

Jurisdictions use differenttermstomeéan | -d iemé ct e d 6 @gal ptoceedthgsf i ne t he
governing the adjudication of child abuse and neglectéasd®e purposes of this Report Card, we are
using the following definitions for these and other relevant terms:

e Best Interest of the Childacross the board, it is the role of the judge to make a final decision based
on what is in the best interest of the child. In order to do this, he or she must consider the positions
and arguments of the state social services attorney who brougiat, e garent alleged to have
abused or neglected the child and who is represented by an attorney, and as we are advocating for
here, the child victim, whose position should be presented through an attorney and considered by the
judge in making this bésterest determination.

e Best Interest Attorngyan attorney who owes a duty of loyalty to their child client, but is bound to

make recommendations to the court basddsoor her determinationwfh at i s i n the <c¢h
interest, even whenthatsh t he c¢ hi | d & Fhiseanwdelrofeepresemtatiqn dogs nbti o n .
comport with the rules established by the Amer

for other clients.

¢ ClientDirected Attorney an attorney whose duty of loyalty is to the child and who must advocate
for their clientds expressed preferences and p
cannot be conveyed to the attortieylawyer may take reasonably necessaryipectetibn, and
will sometimes seek the appointment of a best interest advocate to make an independent
recommendation to the court with respect to the best interest of the child.

e Dependency Actionthe legal proceedings governingattjadication of clidlabuse and neglect
cases. These cases may involve trials to determine whether the child was abused or neglected,
removals of the child from their home into foster care, extensions of foster placement, terminations
of parental rights, and other relatedgealings until the child has achieved permanency or aged out
of care.

e Guardian ad Litedan individual appointed by the court to represent a child in court proceedings.
The GAL may or may not be an attorney.

e Multidisciplinary Trainingjtraining whiclincludes both information regarding the juvenile court
system and lavesidalso ancillary disciplines such as child development, child psychology, education
issues, etc.
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GRADING METHODOLOGY

First Star received voluminous feedback following the release of the First E&li@om of| d 6 s Ri gh
Counsil April, 2007. Based on that feedback, we continued to monitor the changes to laws governing a
childdéds right to cobomgsellnn2dedenBensy PHtarceadd t
partnered on this project and embarked on an extensive repeated review and analysis of child representation
laws in all 50 states and the District of Columbia.

We started with an analydishe data that was gathered by First Star for the First Edition of this

Report Card. First Star and the Childrends Advoc
along with state legislative websites for updated information regardiegahesttutes and rules on
which the statesd grades would be based. Wher e s

administrative documents, and court orders were also consulted for clarification. After compiling a thorough
analysisfahe relevant statutes and rules, and applying the grading criteria, draft gradesheets were sent
directly to several officials and practitioners in every state. To the best of our knowledge, the laws that were
analyzedre current as of September 159200

The grading criteria for the Second EditioA &@fh i | d 8 s Rvargdorsiderably frGro then s e |
grading criteria of tHérstEdition. Because of these revisions, compar:.i
First and Second Editions of the Re@ard only tell part of the story and should be carefully analyzed by
the reader. Variations in grades may be due to changes in state law or they may be due to the changes in the
grading criteria. Just as we hope that states are continually simiyiray®their laws pertaining to a
childdéds right to counsel, First Star and the Chil
the most relevant and useful grading tool and analysis.

Does state law mandate that attorneys be appointéat children in dependency proceedings?

We believe this is the most i mportant aspect o
These proceedings are legal proceedings and, as in all legal proceedings, an attorney is the appropriate
represetative tabestutilize the tools that will guide the decisions made by the judge. To assure zealous
advocacga key component -thosfattoeney mast be madeperdend and notadpresent the
interests of any other party (such as the@tatparent) simultaneously. Points were deducted based on
deviation from a mandate that all children receive an independent attorney to represent thdiweterests.
points are deducted if a state has the stringent standard reiigrahild wdd not benefit from the
appointment of an attorneyenpoints are deducted if there is any other restriction on the appointment of

an independent attorney that we deemed Ominor 6.
being required fany child under ages7. Twentypoints are deducted from the maximum amount that can
be awarded if there is a Omajordé restriction to t

children. An example of a major restriction is counsel not being required for childrenagedsighar
than 7. Finally, a state loses 25 points in this category if the appointment of an independent attorney to
represent the interests of the chidgpen®snly on a discretionary badighile this discretion may be used

2BFjrst Star and cylistiute CHose lagk segam dssa delindreation point between a major and minor restriction

based on the position of some advocates that a particular age is an appropriate separation between the rdiegcfeda client

attorney and a best interests attpreee, for exaniple,n a |l d D u q uSpdcial is€ues on Aagdl Representation of Children: Responses
to the Conference: Two Distinct Roles/Brigtsimg, T2306) 6 Nev. L.J. 1240). Furthermore, the research of John Anzelc, Melissa

Cohen & Sarah Taylor, an interdisciplinary student group from the University of Michigan Law School who participated in the
semestelong Lance J. Johnson Children in the Law Workshop and studied the capacity of children to participate in decisions

affecting heir welfare and providedtothener i can Bar Association Childrends Rights Li
2009, and titteCommenttoh e Commi tt eeds Model Act Gover nindiggtesRehdgdbegmetant at i on
have greater decisioraking ability due to their increased praeblaEwing abilities and their greater understanding of the importance of a

broader social sphere at approximately age seven.
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generously in a given g@dliction, it is not legally enforceable and thus, does not warrant a large point total in
this Report CardNo points are awarded to states donot provide independent attorneys to represent
children in dependency proceedings.

When an attorney is appinted for a child in dependency proceedings, does state law define the
duration of the appointment?

The appointment of an attorney to advocate for a child loses importance if that attorney is only
present at some of the hearidgss imperative for thattorney to be an advocate for the child at each and
every hearing before ttiependencgourt and to advocate for the child beforeghercourt when an

appeal of the | ower courtds decision esabpproeyos
appointment. If state law provides for the appointment of lay gaarlaem and the appointment of
attorneys, only the duration of the attorneyds ap

appointment of attorneystifisroughout the entire juvenile court process and through any appeals that may

be taken. A state loses 2 points in this category if state law only expressly guarantees counsel for a child on
appeal when the child is the appellBecause the appellptetion of a case is just as crucial to the life of a
dependent child as the decisions made by the lower court, a state loses half of the possible points in this
category if appointment of attorneys only lasts through the juvenile court process ahdxterd tw
representation on appeal. No points are awarded to states that do not address continuity dhewunsel in

laws.

When an attorney is appointed for a child in dependency proceedings, does state law require the
attorney to advocate for thexpressed wishes of the child in a clieadirected manner?

Thiscritemni s t he second most i mportant aspect of a
receive a total of 20 points for requiring counsel to advocate indirg@atl manneMVhen a child is
represented by counsel, if that counsel does not represent the childid adliemtc t ed manner , th
voice issilenced The childds voice (as opposed to any adyv
best interest) is arial to the dependency proceedéigshi s i s, after all, the chi|

Once the <c¢hil doossiderediongavithithe voisaf the)Statetara thg parents, the judge

can make sound decisions asto howthecaspmuwstc eed t o comport with the | q
best interests. This criterion only grades how a
chil dds behalf. I f the child i s aywthexdlerotttethy a | avy
guardian ad litem is not considered in the grading of this criterion. 5 points are deducted if there is any
ominobe x ception to the requir emen t-directecambannar. &pointd dd s at
aredeductedi t here as an exception to the r edyected ement t

manner that we deemed major. I f a childds attorn
the state loses more than half of the possiblmpps awar ded i n this category.
attorney to at |l east articulate (but not advocate

requires clierdirected attorneys to some children on a discretioneryliéagoints are deducted. If the law

is vague regarding when or whether dlieetted representation is required of the attorneys representing
children, 17 points are deducted. Finally, no points are awarded to states that allow attornetes to substitu
their own judgment and do not require attorneys representing children to advocatedirectdiént

manner.

7o what extent are specialized education and/or t
required by state law? Is such education armt training required to include multidisciplinary
elements?

An advocate is only as good as the training that advocate has 18tagdould receive a total of

ten points for requiring specialized multidisciplinary training for attorneys iagrelsgaten.If an
advocate is not trained to work in the complex world of dependency law, it is unreasonable to believe that
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children are receiving higliquality representation. While many jurisdictions offer training and may even

expect those repegging children in dependency proceedings to be trained, this criterion only grades the
extent to which these requirements arCeurtf ound in s
Improvement Progranigve done outstanding work in the area ofrirgini f or chi |l drends att
work must be adopted into law to be enforceable and uniform throughstatefeurthermore, a key part

of these training programs miistmultidisciplinary includitgining in the various disciplines that touch

the life of a child in dependency court. States requiring specialized training, including expressed

mul tidisciplinary el ements for childrends attorne
trainingare only impliedly required, the statesldgeoint. If there are neither expressed nor implied
mul tidisciplinary el ements of the training requir

lose 2 points. States that only reggpecialized training for guarsleahlitem (who may or may not be

attorneys) but not for other attorneys appointed to represent children in dependency proceedings lose 4
points. States encouragi ng butattomeyslose émpints. NO ng spe
points are awarded to states that do not require specialized education and/or training for attorneys
representing children.

Does state law expressly give the child the legal status of a party with all rights appurtenant the?et
If not, does state law expressly give the child some of the rights of a party?

As the individual who is the subject to dependency proceedings, a child should always be considered
a party to the proceedings. It is our position that when a childitdeoet a party to the proceedings, all the
rights of parties are assumed to be held by the child. If state law expressly gives a child the legal status of a
party and there is no | anguage i n s ordhiseritetioa.w | i mi t
However, if a child is expressly given the legal status of a party but any specific right is withheld (such as the
right to be present at proceedings), a state loses 5 points. On the other hand, if a child is not expressly given
the lgal status of a party but is provided with one or more of the rights of a party, a state loses 5 points.
While this grading system may oOrewardod some state
the best method to account for all of thanced differences across the 50 states and the District of
Columbia. No points are awarded to states that do not give legal party status or any of the rights of a party to
a child in dependency proceedings.

Do the Rules of Professional Conduct (orthaésat e 6 s equi valent thereto) r e
liability and confidentiality apply to attorneys representing children in dependency proceedings?

A child should be represented by an attorney who treats that child as they would any other client. A
chidés relationship with their attorney is hindered
confidences. Furthermore, there is no reason that an attorney representing children should have any greater
liability from immunity than that same attorepyasenting adult clients. States applying their Rules of
Professional Conduct to childrends counsel recei v
immunity for ordinary negligence, to this requirement, the state loses 4 ghanttattf provides a major
exception, such as blanket immunity, to this requirement, the state loses 6 points. No points are awarded to
states that do not apply the Rules of Professiona

Does state law address caseloadt andar ds for chil drends counsel in

We have included an oextra creditdé grading cri
mandating specific caseload standar dthoutfcaseloact hi | dr e
standards, a childds attorney i s, in essence, a m
adequately represent their clients, all attorneys must have reasonable caseloads. If a state has some statute
and/or state cort rule acknowleditgt he need f or chil drends counsel to

standards, but does not set specific caseload requirements, a state can receive up to 3 extra credit points.
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While we included an ackexWwtadgeemdnt 6of ot ht Ben2ed
Card, we will be including caseload standards as one of the actual grading criteria in future reports.

We based our rating system on apbd® scale. In computing the overall grade for each state, the
std eds grades for each individual section were com
awarded to each state according to the following standard academic grading system

Grading Scale

100+ A+
900699 A
80689 B
700679 C
60069 D
59 and below F

It is important to note that each grade is based solely on the language of the law, state court
rule, caselaw, administrative order, etc. The grades are based on laws that are enforceable in each
state, regardless of their form, as long as they haweenduly adopted pursuant to a legally
recognized procedure that includes an opportunity for public commentGrades do not imply any
correl ation bet ween a st at e sNebeliave tarmtiena stage hasn f or c e
good law, it is up to thestate itself and advocates within the state to enforce that law. Our
assumption is that good | aw is the cornerstone of
children.
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2nd Edition: A Chi / dés R/ight to Counsel
Grading Methodology Point Distrib ution
Criteria Details Points
1.Does stattawmandate that A Independent counsel is required for all children..............cooeeiiin 40
attorneys be appointed for childri A Independent counsel is required for all childnégss the court finds that the
in dependency proceedings? child would not benefitom the appointment of counsel............ccoccvieeececcieeenne. 35.
Maximum Points: 40 A Independent counsel is required for all @levith minor restrictions.g.
counsel is not required for children under age.7Z).........cccvvvieeeeeee i 30
A Independent counsel is required for all children with major restrictions
~ (e.g.counsel is not required for children under an age higher.than.7)................ 20
A Independent counisis provided on a discretionary basis.only...............ceceeeeeeen 15
A No state law or court rule provides for the appointment of counsel...............cc.... 0
2. When an attorney is appointed fi A Appointment lasts through entire juvenile corateedingand on appeal............... 10.
A

a child in dependency proceedin

Appointment of counsel on appeal expressly guaranteed only when child is the

does statlwdefine the duration =T 0] 011 1= U SR 8.
of the appointment? A Appointment lasts through entire juvenile cotateedingbut not on appeal............ 5.
Maximunkoints: 10 A No state lavdefines the duration of appointmentdoh i | dr e n.8.s.....C..0.U.0..9
3. When an attorney is appointed f| A Clientdirected counsel is required.................ooommveeiiiiiiinne 20...
a child in dependency proceedin| A Clientdirected counsel is required with minor exceptions...........cccccveveeeeveevnnenn. 15.
does statlwrequire the attorney| A Clientdirected counsel is required with major eXCepLons............c..veeveereveevennns 12
to advocate for the expressed A Counsel is required to articulate, but not advocatefioe ¢ h i Il..d.d.s....w.i.6s.
wishes of the child in a client A Clientdirected counsel is provided only on a discretionary..basis..............cceee... 4
directed manner? A Law is vague regarding chdimected representation...............cccooeeeeeeiisiniiiniins 3.
Maximum Points: 20 A Counsel is required to advocate only for the best interests of the.child............... 0...
4. To what exterttoes state\la ASpecialized education and/or trainin
requirespecialized education multidisciplinary elements are expressly requited............ooocecceeeeeriiie e 10
and/or training requirementsfor | A Speci al i zed education and/ or trainin
c hi | d o%lssuah aducaton multidisciplinary elements are impliedly required.............ccoceeeeeeriee e 9
and/or training required toincludl A Speci al i zed education and/ or trainin
multidisciplinary elements? ~ multidiseplinary elements are neither expressly nor impliedly required............... 8...
Maximum Points: 10 A Specialized education and/or training is required for GALs (who may be
Lo LL(0] £ TSV TSP PPUUUPRRSPPPRRRROY 6.
ASpecialized education and/or trainin
(o 18] 0 11 A OO PP PRI 3.
A No specializ education and/or training iS requUIted..............covoveeeeeereerereererennenes 0...
5. Doesstatdawexpressly give the | A Childis expressly given the legal status of party with all rights appurtenant
child the legal status of @ party W ther€to............coiiuiiiioeeec e 10
all rights appurtenant thereto? If| A Child is expressly given the legal status of party, but specific rights are withheld

not, does statawexpressly give
the child some of the rights of a
party?

OR child is not expressly given the legal status of party, but one or more of the
following specific rights are expressly granted: the right to notice, the right to
attend hearings, the right to participate in hearings, and/or the right to.appeal...5..

Maximum Points: 10 A Child is not given the legal status of party or any of the rights specified above...Q..
6. Do theRules of Professional AThe Rules of Professi aouaskl..Co.nd.uc.t..d4@
Conduct (or thgAThe Rules of Professional Conduct ap
thereto)pertaining to liability and exceptionsglg. chil drends counsel ar.e..i.mmu.f.g
confidentialityapply to attorneys | A The Rul es of Professional Conduct ap
representing children in exceptionsg(g.chide nds counsel h awv.e..h.l.ank.e.t...idmn
dependency proceedings? AThe Rules of Professional Cound.uc.t..db.
Maximum Points: 10
Extra Credit: Caseload Standards
Does statéawaddress caseload | A St at e statute and/or state court rul
standards f or g specific reasonable caseload standards..........cccccoeeeeeeeviiiiieee s icvvmmcceenennnn. upto5
dependency proceedings? AState statute and/or state court rul
Maximum Extr&redit Points: 5 to maintain reasonable caadlstandards, but does not set specific caseload
=0 (UL =T o 0= o] £ S TRRRPRRY up.to 3
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GRADESAT A GLANCE

Score  Grade
Alabama 73 C
Alaska 71 ©
Arizona 63 D
Arkansas 7 C
California 82 B
Colorado 73 Cc
Connecticut 103 A+
Delaware 51 F
District of Columbia 78 C
Florida 58 F
Georgia 68 D
Hawaii 55 F
Idaho 45 F
lllinois 63 D
Indiana 43 F
lowa 90 A
Kansas 86 B
Kentucky 68 D
Louisiana 95 A
Maine 52 F
Maryland 93 A
Massachusetts 104 A+
Michigan 76 C
Minnesota 70 c
Mississippi 96 A

A NATIONAL REPORTCARD ON LEGAL REPRESENTATION FORABUSED& NEGLECTED CHILDREN

Missouri 61 D
Montana 79 C
Nebraska 76 C
Nevada 71 C
New Hampshire 66 D
New Jersey 88 B
New Mexico 92 A
New York 98 A
North Carolina 82 B
North Dakota 55 F
Ohio 86 B
Oklahoma 93 A
Oregon 83 B
Pennsylvania 82 B
Rhode Island 84 B
South Carolina 76 C
South Dakota 65 D
Tennessee 87 B
Texas 85 B
Utah 7 C
Vermont 90 A
Virginia 77 C
Washington 61 D
West Virginia 93 A
Wisconsin 76 C
Wyoming 83 B
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POINT DISTRIBUTION

Criterion Criterion Criterion Criterion Criterion Criterion Extra Final
Credit
Alabama 40 5 0 8 10 10 0 73
Alaska 15 10 20 6 10 10 0 71
Arizona 15 10 20 3 5 10 0 63
Arkansas 40 5 6 10 5 6 5 7
California 35 8 6 10 10 10 3 82
Colorado 40 10 0 8 5 10 0 73
Connecticut 40 10 20 10 10 10 3 103
Delaware 15 10 6 9 5) 6 0 51
District of Columbia 40 10 6 9 5 5 3 78
Florida 15 0 20 3 10 10 0 58
Georgia 20 10 12 6 10 10 0 68
Hawaii 15 0 20 0 10 10 0 55
Idaho 15 5 4 6 5 10 0 45
lllinois 15 5 20 3 10 10 0 63
Indiana 15 5 3 0 10 10 0 43
lowa 40 10 20 0 10 10 0 90
Kansas 40 10 6 10 10 10 0 86
Kentucky 40 5 3 0 10 10 0 68
Louisiana 40 10 20 10 5 10 0 95
Maine 15 10 6 6 5 10 0 52
Maryland 40 10 20 3 10 10 0 93
Massachusetts 40 10 20 9 10 10 5 104
Michigan 40 10 6 0 10 10 0 76
Minnesota 20 10 20 0 10 10 0 70
Mississippi 40 10 20 6 10 10 0 96
Missouri 15 10 6 10 10 10 0 61
Montana 40 10 3 6 10 10 0 79
Nebraska 40 10 3 3 10 10 0 76
Nevada 15 10 20 6 10 10 0 71
New Hampshire 15 5 20 6 10 10 0 66
New Jersey 40 5 20 8 5 10 0 88
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States Criteria Criteria Criteria Criteria Criteria Criteria Extra Final

1 2 3 4 5 6 Credit Score
New Mexico 40 10 12 10 10 10 0 92
New York 40 10 20 8 5) 10 5 98
North Carolina 40 10 6 6 10 10 0 82
North Dakota 15 5) 20 0 5) 10 0 55
Ohio 40 5 20 6 5 10 0 86
Oklahoma 40 10 20 3 10 10 0 93
Oregon 20 10 20 10 10 10 3 83
Pennsylvania 40 10 12 0 10 10 0 82
Rhode Island 40 10 6 8 10 10 0 84
South Carolina 40 10 6 0 10 10 0 76
South Dakota 40 10 0 0 5 10 0 65
Tennessee 40 10 20 8 5 4 0 87
Texas 40 5 20 9 5 6 0 85
Utah 40 10 6 9 5 6 1 7
Vermont 40 10 20 0 10 10 0 90
Virginia 40 10 6 10 5 6 0 7
Washington 15 5 20 6 5 10 0 61
West Virginia 40 5 20 8 10 10 0 93
Wisconsin 30 5 20 6 5 10 0 76
Wyoming 40 10 6 8 10 4 5 83

GRADE DISTRIBUTION

Grade States

A Connecticut (A+), lowa, Louisiana, Maryland, Massachusetts (A+), Mississippi, New Mexico, New York, Oklaho
Vermont, West Virginia

B California, Kansas, New Jersey, North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, PennsylvanislaRtip@ennessee, Texas, Wyoming

C Alabama, Alaska, Arkansas, Colorado, District of Columbia, Michigan, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada
Carolina, Utah, Virginia, Wisconsin

D Arizona, Georgia, lllinois, Kentucky, Missouri, New HampSbingh Dakota, Washington

F Delaware, Florida, Hawaii, Idaho, Indiana, Maine, North Dakota
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

Alabama

Score 73

Points: 40 out of 40

ol n all dependency and terminati on
shall appoint a guar gR21®804(@}d | i tem
OGuardian ad litem. A |Iicensed att.

best interests of an individual without being bound by the expressed wishes ¢
i ndi vidual5s02({OALA Al2

2. When an attorney is
appointedfor a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law define the duration of
the appointment?

Points: 5 out of 10

ad | i
courto

s of the
by the

guardi an

115:80460)(4))| e

Basis for deduction: Alabama law requires the attorney GAL to attend and pa

scC (.

e
he

in all juvenile court proceedings,
participation on appeal.
3. When an attorney is Points: 0 out of 20
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, doesf The guardian ad |item is appointed
state law require the attorney to} without beinb ound by the expressed wlbshes

advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

102(10)).

Basis for deduction: Alabama law does not provideditiected counsel to childre

4. To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the

¢ hi kodr®e required by statq
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 8 out of 10

oBefore being appointed by the juve
juvenile dependency or terminatioparfental rights cases shall receive training
appropriate t o0-183304j)).r rol eo (ALA Al:

Basis for deduction: Although requiring attorney GALSs to receive training appr
to their role, Alabama law does not expressly require that this training be
multidisciplinary in scope.
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5. Does state law expressly give] Points: 10 out of 10
the child the legal status of a

party with all rights appurtenant T ;

thereto? If not, does state law The child is a party to the proceedings (ALABBD4(a), ALA § 125308(c)).
er:<pr.eshsly gflve the C,?”d some off The child has a right, as a party, to written notice of the hearings and hearings
the rights of a party merits of the petition (Rule 13(C), Ala.R.Juv.P.)

The child has a right, as atpato appeal a case (Ala.Code 197515621)

If the juvenile court finds that it is in the best interests of the child under the
jurisdiction of the juvenile court, the child may be temporarily excluded from thi
hearings, except while allegatiortebhquency or in need of supervision are bein
heard (Ala.Code §-15-129)

6. Do the Rules of Professional § Points: 10 out of 10
Conduct (or th

equivalent thereto)pertainingto f o When a clientés ability to make ad
liability and confidentiality representation is impaired, whether because of minority, mental disability or fo
apply to attorneys representing I other reason, the lawyer shall, as far sen@aly possible, maintain a normal elien
children in dependency |l awyer relationship with the client

proceedings?

Extra Credit: Does state law Points: 0 extra credifpoints

address caseload standards for

childrends couf Alabamalaw does not address caseload standards for attorneys representing
dependency proceedings? dependency proceedings.

SDEBAR NOEE

| Although Alabama law does not specifically address caseloads for attofney
GALs in dependency proceedings, Alabama statutes do recognize the
relationship between reasonably sized caseloads and the protection of
individual rights in dependency proceediAg#é § 1215106 deals
specifically with the caseloads of hearing officers and authorizes the
appointment of one or more referee positions based on the juvenile andl chi
support caseload in a specific circuit. We commend Alabarmeefaygnition
of theimportance of caseload standards and urge Alabama to extend cgsel
standards to attorneys representing children in dependency proceedings.

I  Alabama passed a 2008 amendment (Acts 2008;2¥7.)@ghich revised ard
reorganized major portions of the Alabalvenile Justice Act to, among
other things, clarify and make more stringent the requirement that every chi
in dependency proceedings be provided an attorney. Additionally, the POO¢
amendment codified into law training standards for attorney GAldafd&a
had previously been adopted by the Court Improvement Program). Dug to
Al abamads efforts in this regard,
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

Alaska

Score 71

Points: 15 out of 40

oOWhenever in the course of proceed
court that the welfare of a child will be promtbiethe appointment of an attorney
to represent the child, the court |
court shall appoint counsel of or a
of justice require the appointment of an attomeyt e pr esent t he
interestsd (AK CINA Rule 12(b) (3))

Basis for deduction: Alaska law provides that appointment of an attorney for ¢
in dependency proceedings is discretionary, not mandatory.

2. When an attorney is
appointed for achild in
dependency proceedings, does
state law define the duration of
the appointment?

Points: 10 out of 10

OA child or the chil dds. .attorney
or order, or the stay, modification, setting asidecation, or enlargement of a

judgment or order issued by the col
0The court shall inform the partie:
their respective rights to be represented by counselasat ages of t

(AK CINA Rule 12(a))

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law require the attorney to
advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

Points: 20 outof 20

Alaska law differentiates between the appointment of an attorney to represen
preferences and expressed interests of the child and the appointment of a G/

represent the childds best interes:
Adm ni strative Rule 12 o0for a child
justice require the appointment of
interestsdé6 (AK CINA Rule 12(b) (3))

4. To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the
childds counse
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 6 out of 10

O0A GAL should possess knowl edge, vesi
the GAL to conduct an independent, thorough, and impartial investigation, anc
advocate effectively for the best i
OWithin seven days of the court's ¢
of appearance indicating whether or not the GAL is an attorney and certifying
GAL has completed guardian ad litem training through OPA [the Office of Puk
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Advocacy] 6 (AK .CINA Rule 11(a)(3))

Basis for deduction: While Alatkarequirs GALs tohave specialized education
and/or trainingjt neither encourages nor requires attorneys appointed to repre
children in dependency proceedings to have specialized education and/or trai

5. Does state law expressly give] Points: 10 out of 10
the child the legal status of a

party with all rights appurtenantl s s part y8 means t h e2()pwho dpgkars to have al(rights C
thereto? If not, does state law I appurtenant thereto. Although there are circumstances when a child may be e

expressly give the child someoff t v o ;4 hearing, those circumstances
the rights of a party? to understand or p&rCioiApRueei B8(bhg
woul d be detrimental to the childé
testi mony would psychologically har

6. Do the Rules of Professional § Points: 10 out of 10
Conduct (or th

equivalent thereto)pertainingto f o When a cl i ent 6s aisiddred tegisionsoin conadcton vetld
liability and confidentiality representation is impaired, whether because of minority, mental disability or fo
apply to attorneys representing [ other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reasonably possible, maintain a norm:
children in dependency | awyer rel ati o AlaskaiRpProf Cdnducttl. e c | i ent

proceedings?

Extra Credit: Does state law Points: 0 extra credit points

address caseload standards for

childrends couf Alaskalaw does not address caseload standards for attorneys representimg ct
dependency proceedings? dependency proceedings.

SDEBAR NOTES

I In Alaska, GALs are trained via an extensive specialized training program provided by the Office of Public Advocdcy t
inform children during their first meeting that they may have the right to appointment of counsel and that the appojntm
of counsel caaccur at any time during the proceedings. GALSs are also trained to request the appointment of an aftorr
if a child expressesiamt er est di f fseasidon on atubsantive idswe suGhfak [@lacement. We encourage
Alaska to also adopt lavesjuiring specialized training for the attorney representing children in dependency court.

I In Alaska, GALs do not routinely request attorney appointments for children under the age of nine. We encourage Al:
advocates to study the child developnitendiure which shows that children begin to be able to participate in-decisiof
making processeasrlier.
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Arizona

Score 63

J

1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

Points: 15 out of 40

oln all juvenile court proceedings
allegation that the juvenile is abused or neglecteduthshall appoint a guardian
ad |item to protect the juvenil eds
court appoi nt e dRSsgB22t().a l advocateod

Basis for deduction: Under Arizona law, the appointment of an attorneysentef
a child in dependency proceedings is discretionary, not mandatory. Although
court is required to appoint a GAL, the GAL does not have to be an attorney.

2. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law deine the duration of
the appointment?

Points: 10 out of 10

0The judge of the juvenile court sl
appealing a final orde23%fD}he |joawil
law, the presiding judgetbé juvenile court shall appoint an attorney for a party
an appeal from a final order of the juvenile court. Unless the presiding judge ¢
juvenile court finds on motion or on its own initiative that a party who had app
counsel before the juie court is currently able to employ counsel, that party r
continue with appointed counsel on appeal without further authorization, subj
substitution of new appointed counsel in the discretion of the presiding judge
juvenil e RJowR Rulé 108)Ar i z .

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law require the attorney to
advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

Points: 20 out of 20

When an attorneyipg oi nt ed, the first obliga
(Arizona Ethics Opinion # 86 3 ) . An attorney Osha
maintain a normal cliehta wy er r el ati onshipo6 withkh

adequately considemdgtisions in connection with the representation is diminis|
due to minority (Az Ethics Rule 1.14(a)).

4. To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the
chil dés counse
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 3 out of 10

TheArizona Supreme Court, Administrative Office of the Courts has publishec
Statewide Standards and Training Guidelines for Attorneys in Dependency C:
which states Oattorneys must be far
Attorneys have an obligatito stay abreast of changes and developments in rel
Federal and State laws, state regulations, and relevant court decisions. They
also receive training on child development, substance abuse, behavioral healt

28 SecorititionA CHILD BRIGHT TO COUNSEL

Grade: D



other common issuesinclugin af f ect s of <chil d abus
Statewide Standards and Training Guidelines for Attorneys in Dependency C:
adopted December, 2000.)

Basi s f orThedpessiding juveniencourt fudge in each county may moc
[the above] standais f or good caused6 (Arizona
Guidelines for Attorneys in Dependency Cases, adopted Decembeil, IAG)0)
specialized education and/or traini
counsel as the standards atenmandatory unless incorporated into county contre
or required by specific court.

5. Does state law expressly give
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of
the rights of a party?

Points: 5 out of 10

OReference to a party to t hRulexaZ(tA)o)n
aggrieved party in any juvenile court proceeding under this title may appeal frc
order of the juvenile cou-R3A).o t he

Basis for deduction: Although it recognizes a child to be a partyaAaizaloes not
guarantee children the right to be
child, through the child6s guardian
to be present at and to be heard in any proceeding igwt#giendency or
termination of p ab2xA), emphasisadded)t sdé6 ( A.

6. Do the Rules of Professional
Conduct (or th
equivalent thereto)pertaining to
liability or and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

Points: 10 out of 10

OWhen a client[8]s capacity to make
the representation is diminished, whether because of minority, mental impairm
for some other reason, the lawyell, shsifar as reasonably possible, maintain a n
clientit awyer relationship with the cli:

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
childrends <cou
dependency proceedings?

Points: Oextra credit points

Arizona law does not address caseload standards for attorneys representing c
dependency proceedings.
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SDEBAR NOTES

| Under Arizona law, the appointment of an attorney for children in dependency proceedings is
di scretionary, and as such Arizona merits on
Report Card, Arizona was inadvertently awarded 40 points for Criteria #1, which is only appropriate
where the appointment of an attorney for childrelependency proceedings is mandatory. First Star
and CAIl regret the error in the 2007 Report Card.

I In Arizona,tiis typical for a child to always have an attorney appointed. For example, in Maricopa
County (where Phoenix is located), the initial mppent is always a GAL but the GAL is an attorney.
We encourage Arizona to adopt laws which comport to their practice of regularly appointing attorne
represent children in dependency proceedings.

I A modification to the Rules of Procedures for thenilevCourt Rule 41 is currently pending Court

consideration. This rule would not only enc
unless good cause is shown. If the Rule is accepted as currently drafted, the new versiomilbf Rule
read, oOat every substantive dependency hear:i

and Review Hearing and the Permanency Hearings, the child who is the subject of a dependency
proceeding shall be present. Upon motion of the ttieldpurt may enter a written order excusing a
child from each hearing, for good cause shown. The Court shall determine whether counsel for the
had meaningful contact with the client prior to each substantive hearing. Additionally, on July 13, 2(
Arizona Governor Jan Brewer signed SB1209, which goes into effect on Sept2tti®easd
establishes bill of rights for children in f
and speaking to the judge. Based on this chahtfeeanodification tthe Rules of Procedure for the
Juvenile Court Rule 41 currently being considered, Arizona would receive five additional points for
Criterion # 5 however we encourage Arizona to additionally amend AR @3which gives a child
the right to be present at a headnltythroughhis/herguardian ad literand ARS §-847 which

indicates that only a child 12 or older shall receive notice of the review hearings and the right to parn
in the hearings.

I Arizona Ethics Opiniongidress the ethical problems that result when prosecutors and public defend
have caseloads too high to enable them to provide adequate representation. The same is true with
to attorneys representing children in dependency proceedings, atat Bingt GAl encourage Arizona
to adopt maximum caseload standards for attorneys engaged in this specific practice. While Arizon
statutes and court rules do not mandate trai
ensure attorneygho represent all parties in dependency cases participate in various training opporty
throughout the year. In fact in 2000, the Statewide Court Improvement Advisory Workgroup, a
multidisciplinary workgroup, developed attorney standards and atémivey curriculum based on
these standards. At its December 2000 meeting, the Arizona Judicial Council (AJC), which was cre
assist the Supreme Court and the Chief Justice in the development and implementation of policies
procedures for theministration of all courts, uniformity in court operations and the coordination of
court services that improve the administration of justice in the state of Arizona, moved and passed
accept the attorney standards and authorized the developmetibofiey taaining curriculum based on
these standards. This training is offered regionally to each county throughout the state each year.
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

Arkansas

Score 77

Points: 40 out of 40

0The court shall appoint an attorn:
dependencygeglect petition is filed or when an emenger parte order is entered

adependenaye gl ect case, whi che2r816(f)(@k cur
2. When an attorney is Points: 5 outof 10
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings,doesf The attorney ad | itemds partici pa i
state law define the durationof fappear ances bef or-28316(t)e court o (A.
the appointment?

Basis for deduction: Arkansas | aw

appearances before jieenile division of the circuit court, but does not express
state that this representation will continue on appeal.

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law require the attorney to
advocate for the expresed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

Points: 6 out of D

OAn attorney ad | item shal/l repr-27/s.
316 (f) (5) (A)). I f the juvenilebds
juven | e6s best interest, the attorne
to the court in addition to presen
interest @7-3168HGKB)A. A 9

Basis for deduction: Arkansas law regthiesattorney ad litem to articulate, but ni

advocate for, the childds expresse:
4. To what extent are Points: 10 out of 10
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the 0The court shall appoint an attorne

childds counse
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

qualifications established by the Supreme Court to represent the best interest
juveni |l e2#31§(fAIRK A9

shall partici
participate i

0O0An attorney ad 1|it
appointment and sha
Ct. Adm. Order No. 15 § 2(l) (2008)).

em
1
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OPrior to appoi nt mieitateducasiam toinctludeapprosed

legal education of not less than 10 hours in the two years prior to the date an
qualifies as a cotappointed attorney for children or indigent parents in depend
neglect cases. Initial training musuifesthild development; dynamics of abuse a
neglect; attorney roles & responsibilities, including ethical considerations; rele
state law, federal law, case law, and rules; family dynamics, which may includ
not limited to, the following topicsubstance abuse, domestic violence and men
health issues; and Division of Children and Family Services (DCFS) policies a
procedures. Additional initial legal education may include, but is not limited to:
and attachment; custody and visitatEsgurces and services; and trial and appe
advocacyé (AR Sup. Ct. Adm. Order I

5. Does state law expressly give
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of
the rights of a party?

Points: 5 out of 10

Basis for deduction: While Arkansas law ddesxpecessly provide children with pa
status, it does expressly provide them with some specific rights through their a
ad litem, such as the right to be present at hearings, unless excused for dtied |
cour t rocaed tobddamte casdy if the juvenile is present or excused for
good cause by the cauh.C.A. § 27-325(c)(1)(A))

6. Do the Rules of Professional
Conduct (or th
equivalent thereto)pertaining to
liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

Points: 6 out of 10

OWhen a clientds ability to make ad
representation is diminished, whether because of minority, mental disability or
some other reason, the yawshall, as far as reasonably possible, maintain a nor
clientit awyer relationship with the cli:i

Basis for deduction: Arkansas | aw p
an arm of the court, &forded immunity against ordinary negligence for actions
in furtherance of his or her appoin
(2008)).

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
childrends cou
dependency proceedigs?

Points: 5 extra credit points

0 A -fime lattorney shall not have more than 75 depenrdeglect cases, and a
parttime attorney shall not have more than 25 dependeglect cases. Any
deviations from this standard must be approved by the AdativésOffice of the
Courts which shall consider the following, including but not limited to: the numt
counties and geographic area in a judicial district, the experience and expertis
attorney ad litem, area resources, the availability AfORA®teers, the attorney's
legal practice commitments and the proportion of the attorney's practice dedic:
representing children in dependemeylect cases, the availability of qualified atto
in the geographic area, and the availabilithadihfyt An attorney who is within 5
cases of reaching the maximum caseload shall notify the Administrative Office
Courts and the Juvenile Division Ju
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

California

Score 82

Points: 35 out of 40

olf a child is not represented by
unless the court finds that the child would not benefit from the appointment of
counsel 6 (Cal Wel. & Inst. Code A:

Basis for deduction: Under California leourt does not have to appoint an
attorney for a child if the court finds that the child understands the nature of tt
proceedings; the child is able to communicate and advocate effectively with tt
other counsel, other parties, including sewoikers, and other professionals
involved in the case; and under the circumstances of the case, the child woul
gain any benefit by being represented by counsel. If the court finds that the c
would not benefit from representation by counselptim must make a finding on
the record as to each of these criteria and state the reasons for each finding.
the court finds that the child would not benefit from representation by counsel
court must appoint a Court Appointed Special Advaohteteer for the child, to
serve as the CAPTA guardian ad litem (Cal. Rules of Ct., Rule 5.660(b)).

2. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law define the duration of
the appointment?

Points: 8 out of 10

I on behalf of the
child is seeking appellate relief from the ti

r order . . .In an:

l'd files a notic:
litem concl at, for purposes
protected without the appoint megat
counsel or guardian ad litem must file a recommendation in the Court of Appe
requesting appointment of sepad@te

OMmotice of
guardian ad litem, or the ¢
courtds judg
other than t

- >

Basis for deduction: Under California law, an attorney is automatically appoin
whenthe child is the appellant; when a party other than the child is the appelle
appointment of counsel is discretionary.

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law require the attorney to
advocate for theexpressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

Points: 6 out of 20

0The counsel for the child shal/l b
childds interests....In any case i |
shall interview the child to det e-r
being, and shal/l advise the court

advocate for the return of the child if, to the best of his or her knowitetgeturn
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conflicts with the protection and
OA primary responsibility of any c¢.
advocate for the protection, safety, and physical and emotibhelngeof the
childoé6 (Cal We | & Inst. Code A 3
Basis for deduction: California | a
advocate for, the childds expresse:

4. To what extent are Points: 10 out of 10

specialized education and/or

training requirements for the 0The Judicial Council shall adopt

chil dés counse]competent ounsel in dependency proceedi

law? Is such educationand/or |0 6 Compet ent counsel d means an attor

training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

State Bar of California, who has participated in training in the law of juvenile
dependency, and who demeaists adequate forensic skills, knowledge and
comprehension of the statutory scheme, the purposes and goals of dependen
proceedings, the specific statutes, rules of court, and cases relevant to such
proceedings....Only those attorneys who have conglaiatnum of eight hours o
training or education in the area of juvenile dependency, or who have sufficier
experience in dependency proceedings in which the attorney has demonstrate
competency, may be appointed to represent parties. In additistmimary of
dependency law and related statutes and cases, training and education for ati
must include information on child development, child abuse and neglect, subs
abuse, domestic violence, family reunification and preservation, aadleaforts.
Within every three years attorneys must complete at least eight hours of conti

education related to dependency 8J)).c
5. Does state law expressly give] Points: 10 out of 10
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenantf 0 Each mi nor who i s tprboeedisgusajpartgtbthat f a
thereto? If not, does state law proceedingdé (Cal We | . s therightsrappurtena@ o d e
expressly give the child some off thereto.
the rights of a party?
6. Do the Rules of Professional | Points: 10 out of 10
Conduct (or th
equivalent thereto)pertainingto f 0 At t orneys or their agents are expe
liability and confidentiality who are children, regardless of the

apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

communicate verbally, to contact social workers and other professionals assoc
with the clientés case, to work wit
aspects of a case without contested hearing, and to adhere to the mandated ti
The attorney for the child must have sufficient contact with the child to establis

maintain an adequate and professional attorhey e nt r el at i ons
Rule 5.660(d)(4)).

Extra Credit: Does state law Points: 3 extra credit points

address caseload standards for

chil drends counjoThe appointed counsel shall have a

dependency proceedings?

representation of the child. The Judicial Council shall promulgate rules of coul
establishesae | oad standards. .. o6 (Cal We |

child must have a caseload that allows the attorney to perform the duties requi
section 317(e) and this rule, and to otherwise adequately counsel and represe
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child. To enhance the quality of representation afforded to children, attorneys
appointed under this rule must not maintain a maximutimfeltaseload that is
greater than that which all ows then
(Cal. RulesfcCt., Rule 5.660(d)(6).

Although California law provides generally that caseloads must allow an attorn
perform the duties specified and to otherwise adequately counsel and represe
child clients, no specific caseload standards have beed adogstatute or court
rule to date. Although in October 2007 the Judicial Council adopted the follow
caseload standard: OMaxi mum numbe-r
200, 6 that standard has not yet bee

SDEBAR NOTES

o —

I Some advocates in California note that |Cal
competition between the | awyerds duty off |
requirement that California attorneysaumocate for the return of a child if, to the best of
the attorneyds knowledge, return would Jconf

Advocates who favor the "attorreglient directed" model are concerned that "protection
of the child" maye too vague and allow attorneys to substitute their own view of "best
interests" in lieu of a child's considered preferences. Those advocates contend that altlhough
a court may wel after considering all of the evideraecide contrary to those
preferences, a mature child's views are entitled to be heard as part of the process
determining his or her future parents and care.

I AB 3051 (JonegLhapter 166, Statutes of 2Q@8)ides children subject to dependency
hearings a greater opportunity to attend and participate in their hearings by requiring th
court to allow a child present at his/her juvenile court hearing who so desires to addresk the
court and participate in thearing; requiring the court in a juvenile court hearing, where the
child who is the subject of the hearing is 10 years of age or older and is not present at the
hearing, to determine whether the minor not only was properly notified, but also was given an
opportunity to attend; requiring the court, if the child was not properly notified or, if he/she
wished to be present and was not given an opportunity to be present, to continue the hgaring
to allow the child to be present, unless the court findsighat ithe best interest of the
child not to continue the hearing; requiring the court to continue the hearing only for tha
period of time necessary to provide notice and secure the presence of the child; and
permitting the court to issue any and allreng&msonably necessary to ensure that the child
has an opportunity to be present.
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

¢ Score 73

Points: 40 out of 40

o £3-5@2 that alleged abusenor negledt:
it emdé32@q3@)). A. S

OUpon the filing
minor child, the court shall appoint a guaraian

guardian ad |item, oif appointed t.
proceeding..., shall be an attormtdyaw | i censed to prac
1-103(59)).

2. When an attorney is Points: 10 out of 10

appointed for a child in

dependency proceedings, doesf The guardian ad |item o0shall .app:

state law define the duration of

court, and participate further in the proceedings tetee necessary to adequa

the appointment? represent the3203@3)l do (C.R.S. A 19

3. When an attorney is Points: 0 out of 20

appointed for a child in

dependency proceedings,doesf o The guardian ad |item shall be c¢h.
state law require the attorneytofc hi | dés i nt &82088).s6 (C. R.S. A19

advocate for the expressed

wishes of the child in a client Basis for deduction: Colorado | aw
directed manner? for theexpressed wishes of the child inemgdlirected manner.

4. To what extent are Points: 8 out of 10

specialized education and/or

training requirements for the OAttorneys appointed as GALs, attor

chil dés counse
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Chil dds Representatives shtdning posse
necessary to perform the court appointment (Colorado Chief Justice Didective
06(V)(A)(1)). oln addition, GALs, ¢
Representatives shall obtain 10 hours of the required continuing legal educati
courses or any other modified training requirements established by subsequel
Jusice Directive practice standards, rule or statute, which are relevant to the
appointment and that enhance the at
knowledge of the issues in best interest representation. These requirements <
met prior to att or nréegabeslucdtionrepdrtingapprioc T
attorney shall provide the OCR with proof of compliance with this requirement
hi s/ her application to provide att ¢
(Colorado Chief Justice DirectiveOB4V)(A)(2)).
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Basis for deduction: Although requiring attorney GALSs to have the knowledge
expertise, and training necessary to perform the court appointment, Colorado
not expressly require that this training be multidisciplinary in scope.

5. Does state law expressly give
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant

Points: 5 out of 10

Colorado law provides children with some rights, such as the right to have thei

thereto? If not, does statelaw Jcar et akers oOoprovide prior notice to

expressly give the child someofft he chi | d-8502(®). R. S. A 19

the rights of a party?
Basis for deduction: Colorado law provides pattyat us t o t he ct
expressly to the child (o0[t]he guar
participate in al/l prlatlé&p.di ngs as a

6. Do the Rules of Professional | Points: 10 out of 10

Conduct (or th

equivalent thereto)pertainingto fo When a cl i ent &ds ccopsidered degisionsin comaektion wa

liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

representation is diminished, whether because of minority, mental impairment
some other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reasonably possible, maintain a
clientl awyer relati o(@dohRPE 1.WM{@ap.Wl 1t hat ¢loir
appointed as a GAL...shall be subject to all of the rules and standards of the le
profession, including the additional responsibilities set forth by Colorado Rule
Professional Conduct Diectved0d6)( Col or ad

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
childrends cou
dependency proceedings?

Points: 0 extra credit points

No Colorado law regarding caseload standards for attorneys representing chilc
dependency preedings was identified.

SDEBAR NOTES

I Col oradods Of

Col oradods

I  The Colorado Supreme Court is currently considering the Paspief v. Gabriest28€8) 205 P.3d 441 which
holds that a guardiad Btem for a child in all dependency and neglectsterdd maintaia normal cliedawyer

relationshinp

communications in the absence of awaiMere T Supr e me
grade folCriteria#6 and is being closely watched by Colorado advocates.

chil
training is typically rtidisciplinary in nature. We commend Colorado for these efforts and urge Colorado to
adopt these standards into law.

fi the Chil dos

requires all

ce of
dr en,

Representative,
of it s yeaao Mmhisr a d

as far as reasonably possible and,

Courtods decision in
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

Connecticut

Score 103

Points: 40 out of 40

OA child shall be represented by c
represent the child and to act as guardian ad litemhfer c hi | dé ( C¢
46b129a(2)).

2. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law define the duration of
the appointment?

Points: 10 out of 10

0The child or yout héshal bndbvery phase of an
and all proceedings in child prote:
Practice Book § 324b).) "In family and juvenile matters and other matters

involving minor children, counsel for the minor child and/or cotorsthe guardian

ad |item shall, within ten days of
(2) a statement adopting the brief of either the appellant or an app@)es,
detailed statement that the factual or legal issupspor a | do not i
interest§2009 Connecticut Practice Book 48y

3. When an attorney is Points: 20 out of 20

appointed for a child in

dependency proceedings, doesj 0 The primary role of any counsel f.

state law require the attorney to
advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in aclient-
directed manner?

as guardian ad litem, shall be to advocate for the child in accordance with the
Professional Conduct. Whenaconflicar i ses bet ween t he
and that which counsel for the child believes is in the best interest of the child
court shall appoint another person as guardian ad litem for the child. The gua
litem shall speak on behalf of thest interest of the child and is not required to t

attorneyatl awoé ( Conn. -1@X2). St at. A460Db
4. To what extent are Points: 10 out of 10
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the 0The Chief Child Protection Attorne

chil dés counse
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

representation of children....The training standards for attorneys required by tl
subdvision shall be designed to ensure proficiency in the procedural and subs
law related to such matters and to establish a minimum level of proficiency in
subject areas, including, but not limited to, family violence, child development,
beha i or al heal t h, educational di sabi
§ 46b123d(a)(3)). All new contract attorneys are required to participate in thre
ofpreservice training, presented by t
state experts in the child welfare field and any contract attorney renewing an ¢
contract with the Chief Child Protection Agency must attend a minimum of twc
service trainings and twerbonthly trainings offered through the Center for
Chi | d dvecacy sachAear (The Second Annual Report of the Chief Child
Protection Attorney, Commission on Child Protection (January 2009) at 23).
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5. Does state law expressly give

the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not,does state law

expressly give the child some of

the rights of a party?

Points: 10 out of 10

Connecticut law recognizes children as parties to dependency proceedaings (s¢
2009Conn. Practice Book § 32at seg.Connecticut lawlsoprovides citdren with
severagxplicitr i ght s, s uc h a[§he tobrieshall prayitietnotitedo
the child or youth, and the parent or guardian of such child or youth of the time
place of the court hearing on any such motion not less thanrfalayseprior to sucl
hearingo (Con-ta29k@gn. Stat. A 460D

6. Do the Rules of Professional
Conduct (or th
equivalent thereto)pertaining to
liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

Points: 10 out of 10

0The primary role of any counsel fo
guardian ad litem, shall be to advocate for the child in accordance with the Rul
Professional Conducl23@?2)j.Conn. Gen. S

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
childrends cou
dependency proceedings?

l

Points: 3 extra credit points

0The Chief Child Protection Attorne
representation of c¢ hil23d(a)(8)Adccording o the .
Commi ssion on Child Protection (COC

experence practicing in juvenile matters, arepamiyitted 25 cases during their firs
year....Since taking over in July of 2006 the COCP has reduced the number of
who have been appointed clients in excess of 150 from 53 attorneys to only 8
atorneys. The number of attorneys with client assignments in excess of 100 ha
reduced from 73 to 31 attorneyso (T
Protection Attorney, Commission on Child Protection (January 2009) at 26).

SDEBAR NOTES

Connecticut has legislatively delegated to the Commission on Child Protection the responsibility for providing a
quality legal representation. Through that system the Standards of Practice and the pootiditddegal representat
requires that attorneys remain on the case through disposition, as long as the child is committed and through a
appeal unless a separate appellate attornegirgehpAdditionally, if an 4@arold client in BCF care wishes continue
representatigithe Commission will continue to compensate the attorney for work performed on behalf of that clid
Commission has also provided separate appellate contracts so that children can be represented bittaexqitotisey
in appellate work in the event an appeal is taken by another party or the child wishes to appeal and the trial edtq
not to handle the appeal. The trial attosnéya y s ¢ attoeneyddn all lotded purposes providing cotyiodi
representation.

Legislation seeking to amend C.&48b129a to provide children 7 and older with attorneys, as opposed to attorn
GAL's was proposed this year and will be proposed again in the 2010 session and now has the suppatatdra ke
who initially opposed the bhill.

While C.G.$g46b129a requires that the attorney act primarily as adolgtéed advocate, some child advocates in
Connecticubelievethat the hybrid role of attorney/GAL and the provision requiring sate@AL be requested if the
attorney's opinion of the child's best interest conflicts with the child's position, is inconsistent with the RukgerdlH
Conduct and diminishes the adequacy of the legal representation provided to children. 3ierCoasnaind will
continue to propose legislation to provide children with traditional attorneys governed by the Rules of Professio
requiring loyalty and confidentiality and that a GAL only be requested in circumstances where subssaattiggkarm

syst
on
Hopt

|
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w
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

Grade:

Points: 150ut of 40

hat the Family Cour-
e Family Court Judge shall sign an order appoin
attorney guardian ad | \Wherapétitioh® filed e
placa child in State custody, o0the C
practice law in this State or a Céyppointed Special Advocate to represent the
interests of the child. 6 (13 Del

0ln the even

t t
litem should be appointed, the F
i

Basis for deduction: Under Delawange the appointment of an attorney guardiar
litem for a child in a dependency proceeding is discretionary.

2. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in

Points: 10 out of10

dependency proceedings,doesJf 0 [ T] he attorney guardian ad |litem
state law define the durationof §di scovery, pretrial conferences, h:
the appointment? 0The appointment shal/l |l ast urmdmi |
responsibility by order of the Cou
commitment to the Court endso6 (29
3. When an attorney is Points: 6 out of D
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, doesjBasi s for deduction: Although attol
state law require the attorneytojt he child and make the chil dds wis
advocate for the expressed 9W7A(c)(14)), othe scope of the re|
wishes of the child in a client interestsodé (29 Del. C. A 9007A(c))
directed manner? not advocate for, a childds expres:

4. To what extent are
specialized educatbn and/or
training requirements for the
childds counse
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 9 out of 10

O[ T] he attorney guardian ad elChidem ¢
Advocate or a course approved by the Office prior to representing any child b
the Court. The attorney guardian ad litem shall be required to participate in on
training regarding child welfareo6 (

Basis fodeduction: Although multidisciplinary elements are impliedly required
of the specialized education and/or training, they are not expressly required.

5. Does state law expressly giv
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenan

Points: 5 out of 10

0The attorney guardian ad | item sha
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thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of
the rights of a party?

which the child is the subject, and shall possess ati¢hdipal and substantive
rights of a partyo (29 Del AC. A 9

Basis for deduction: Although Delaware law expressly grants party status to th
attorney guardian ad litem, it does not expressly grant party status to the child.
However, the childoes have some rights through his/her attorney GAL, such a:
right to appeal (29 Del. AC. § 9007A(b)(3); 13 Del. C. § 732(3)).

6. Do the Rules of Professional
Conduct (or th
equivalentthereto) pertaining to
liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

Points: 6 out of 10

0The attorney guardian ad |litem sha
unl ess disclosure is necessary to p
ONo attorney. empl oyed or contdact

Advocate shall be subject to suit directly, derivatively or by way of contribution
indemnification for any civil damages under the laws of Delaware resulting fror
act or omission performed during or in connection with the discharge of his or
duties with the Office within the scope of his or her employment or appointmen
unless the act or omission was done with gross or wanton negligence, or malic
in bad faitho dWBemDed.clCi et ®908ApP a
consiered decisions in connection with a representation is diminished, whethe
because of minority, mental impairment or for some other reason, the lawyer s
far as reasonably possible, maintain a normalcliemty er r el at i on
(DL R.of Prof. Conduct 1.14).

Basis for deduction: Although Delaware law generally requires attorneys repre
minors to, as far as reasonably possible, maintain a normkavejientelationship

with the client, Delaware law specifically exempts gttpraediasiad litem from the
duty of confidentiality to a child client under specified circumstances, and gene
immunizes attorneys from acts or omissions within the scope of their appointm

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
childrends cou
dependency proceedings?

Points: 0 extra credit points

While there is no &aware law regarding caseload standards for attorneys repre
children in dependency proceedings, Delaware attorneys do actually carry ver
caseloads. Please see the sidebar note below.

SDEBAR NOTES

T I'n Del awar e,
Additionally,

wishes, the attornéy/required to make the clildisheknown to the Court. If, after receiving this information,
the Court concludes that a conflict exists, the practice of the Courts is to apponniegrt@tdvocate for the
child® expressed wishes. While we comtiéngractice, we encourage vala to adopt this practice into law.

| Delawaré Office of the Child Advocaiesaseload standawti35 children per attorneyables the volunteers and
paid attorneys to become involved in every aspect of the child's life. This report reflectasthteoltguvactices;

t wiskes a&rehain intdgdabpareok tperbessirgeeest determimatiactice

when a childdés guardian ad | itembd

therefore Delaware has not received any extra credit points despite their extraordinary efforts. We encourage

Delaware to develop statutory caseload standards which reflect their outstanding work and which will prot
caseload stdards in place should Delaware see an increase in the filing of child abuse and neglect petitior]

bct th
S.
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District of
Columbia

Score 78 Grade: C

1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

Points: 40 out of 40

0The Superior Court shall in every
judicial proceedingcluding the termination of the parent and child relationship
appoint a guardian ad litem who is an attorney to represent the child in the
proceedi ngs @304(D©B).Code A16

2. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedingsgoes
state law define the duration of
the appointment?

Points: 10out of 10

OAppointed counsel shall represent
appointment is terminated by order of the Court before the proceedings are
concluded. In casgswhich an appeal is available as of right, appointed trial ca
shall advise the person of his or her right to appeal and to counsel on appeal.
requested to do so by the person, counsel shall file a timely notice of appeal :
continuetorpr esent the person until reli
Ct. Admin. Order085).0 Tr i al counsel must prot
responding in a thorough and timely manner to any post trial motions, notice «
appeal, and order foanscript filed by any adverse party. This obligation rema

effect until appell ate counsel has
Standards 8-8, adopted by Admin. Order-03).
3. When an attorney is Points: 6 out of 20
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, doesj 0 The guardian ad | item shall i n gel
state law require the attorneytofc hi | dd e rkeesdtdo I(DIT0 Lok ( A)L)6. ol f th
advocate for the expressed guardian ad |Iitem and the child re:
wishes of the child in a client cannot be reconciled, the Court ma:
directed manner? (DC Fam. Ct. Achin. Order0D5).0 1 f t he guardian ad
chil dés best interests conflict wi
notify the court and an attorney m

(Atty Practice Stdards § A6, adopted by Admin. Order-03).

Basis for deductio@o u n s e | i s art

wishes.

required to
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4. To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the
chil dds counstate
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 9 out of 10

0Counsel shall only accept an appoi
neglect proceedings if they are knowledgeable of substagtprecedural child
abuse and neglect laws and have participated in the required training progran
to an initial appointment, all counsel must receive certification of training that i
classroom instruction as well as courtroom observatiath year, all counsel on
[Counsel for Child Abuse and Neglect] eligibility list must attend 16 hours of
continuing formal CCAN training on abuse and negliated topics to continue to
represent parties i n c huperibrCabtofshe ar
District of Columbia Child Abuse and Neglect Attorney Practice Standards, Ac
by Administrative Order 88 (Feb. 28, 2003) atlA

Basis for deduction: Although multidisciplinary elements are impliedly requirec
of the scialized education and/or training, they are not expressly required.

5. Does state law expressly give] Points: 5 out of 10

the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law

expressly give the child some of

the rights of a pary?

oParties to a proceeding for the te
be the child, the parent of the named child, and the agency having the legal cu
the childod -238).C. Code A 16

Basis fodeduction: While District of Columbia law expressly states that childre|
parties to proceedings for the termination of the parent and child relationship, i
children from the list of individuals upon whom the summons and petition must
servedn neglect proceedings (D.C. Code-83HY).

6. Do the Rules of Professional
Conduct (or th
equivalentthereto) pertaining to
liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

J Points: 5 out of 10

Basis for Deduction: The attorneys appointed to represent children in the Disti
Columbia are appointed as GALs and not as lawyers. Thus, the Rules of Prof
Conduct do not apply to their role as advocate for a child in a dependency gros

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
childrends cou
dependency proceedings?

Points: 3 extra credit points

0Counsel should maintain a manageahb
avoid numerous schedulmg nf I i ct s6é6 ( Superior Cou
Child Abuse and Neglect Attorney Practice Standards, Adopted by Administrat
Order 0307 (Feb. 28, 2003) a#4fand D1).
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

Florida

Score 58

Points: 15 out of 40

OA guardian ad |litem shall be appo
represent the child in any child abuse, abandoronaeglect judicial
proceedingé. o6 (Fla. Stat. A 39.822,

certified guardian ad litem program, a duly certified volunteer, a staff attorney
contract attorney, or certified pro bono attorney workinglaltof a guardian ad
litem or the program; staff members of a program office; eappainted attorney;
or a responsible adult who is appointed by the court to represent the best inte
a child in a proceedind &89.@Br2dYild 9
of the proceedings, any party may request or the court may consider whether
attorney ad |Iitem is necessary to |
Juv. P., Rule 8.217(a)).

Basis for deduction: Florida lameydes that appointment of an attorney for a ch
in dependency proceedings is discretionary, not mandatory.

2. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law define the duration of
the appointment?

Points: 0 out of 10

Basis for Deduction: Florida law does not expressly require that appointéd cc
stay on throughout the appellate process. Furthermore, when appointed, the
ad |litem is authorized to OoOrepreisel
(Fla. R. Juv. Rule8.217(b)) but not, necessarily, for all proceedings; further, ti
no definition in Florida | aw of th

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law requirethe attorney to
advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

Points: 20 out of 20

If an attorney ad litem is appointed for a child, such appointment is for the
representation of the chchdbddsebat
(Fla. Stat. A 39.4085). 0 The Leg
in shelter or foster care...(20) [tJo have a guardian ad litem appointed to repre
within reason, their best interests and, where ategpan attorney ad litem
appointed to represent their | egal

4. To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the
childds counse
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 3 out of 10

Attorneys ad litem appointed pursuant to the Keeping Children Safe Act, spec
pertaining to sexual abuse, oOshall
a b u s e $tat.(§ B9.0239(4)(a)).

Basis for deduction: Although Florida law requires the Statewide Guardian Ad
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office to develop a guardian ad litem training program, and to establish a
multidisciplinary curriculum committee to develop the training prodeaiBtéE. 8§
39.8296Rule(b)(4)), it does not require attorneys ad litem to undergo the trainir
prior to appointment. Only attorneys ad litem appointed to cases involving alli
sexual abuse are expressly required to have specific training (see above).

5. Does state law expressly give] Points: 10out of 10
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenantJ 6 [ T] he ter ms Opartydeandtio@achiledod.

thereto? If not, does state law ] Although Florida law authorizes the court to exclude a child from a hearing, it i
expressly give the child someoffupon fi nding othat the childds ment
the rights of a party? appearanceisnotinthebestit er est of the chil do (

6. Do the Rules of Professional | Points: 10 out of 10
Conduct (or th

equivalentthereto) pertainingtof 0 When a c¢cl ientd&s ability to make ad
liability and confidentiality representation is impaired, whether because of minority, mental disability, or fc
apply to attorneys representing J other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reasonably poasitde) a normal client

children in dependency | awyer relationship wilfidh t he client

proceedings?

Extra Credit: Does state law Points: 0 extra credit points

address caseload standards for

children6s c ouifFloridalaw does not addreaseload standards for attorneys representing childrt
dependency proceedings? dependency proceedings.

SDEBAR NOTES

The Florida Bar Foundation provides funding for many legal service providers to represent children. This is partid
through a license plassued by the state of Florida. This funding has now expanded to 20 programs representing
as part of the Childrends Legal Services program.

First Star and CAl are concerned that, although Florida law requires that a child have a guardiae\ehlitease, the
most recent annual report of the Statewide Office of the GAL indicates that 5,100 children did not receive a GAL
Particularly troubling is the fact that those who did receive a GAL did not necessarily have one freamtioitiéb de
permanency. This report only studied whether there was a GAL assignetirméshiriag the case.

lly
Chil

This report is geneQrera#s3 . wi t hhd | puadtdead ss tgatawdteorfyrl ahg

we urge Floridasdoc at es t o urge adoption of amendments whic

There is some interesting advocacy currently taking place in Florida. The Florida Bar Association Standing Com
Legal needs of Children has dewwdapdraft bill that would amend existing state statute and address legal represen
children involved in dependency proceedings. While First Star and CAl are pleased that this draft bill will ersure

h

nitt
atic
tha

children who are represented recgisdity and zealous advocacy by requiring qualification standards, providing for fnul

disciplinary training, ensuring the child has the same advocate throughout the proceedings, and requiring attorne
maintain a normal clielswyer relationshipinwhc h t hey abi de by a clientds in
to this draft bill which more clearly demonstrate
counsel for every child in dependency proceedings.

st
f
a
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

Georgia

Score 68

Points: 20 out of 40

OExcept as otherwise provi ded alcaunsel.
at all stages of any proceedings alleging...deprivation and if, as an indigent pt
party is unable to employ counsel, he or she is entitled to have the court prov
counsel for him or her....Counsel must be provided for a child no¢méguidsy the
chil ddés parent, guar di an, or cust o
separate counsel shall be p-116\( ibJTéhd

court shall appoint an attorney to represent the child as tBeschild o u n s e

appoint a separate guardian ad litem or a guardian ad litem who may be the ¢
person as the chil-d1®83a)counsel 6 (O.:

Basis for deduction: Al t hough Geol
at all |ages of the proceedings, separate counsel is only specifically required
proceedings terminating parental rights. Georgia caselaw has established tha
other proceedings, when children are placed in tbeyo$the Department of
HumanR sources and the Department s
constitute] s] represent at i oMiliarbsw. c o
Department of Human Reqd@t@s150 Ga. App. 610, 611.) Thus, independen
counsel is required for lchien with major restrictions.

2. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in

Points: 10 out of 10

dependency proceedings, doesj 0 Except as ot herwise provided. ..,
state law define the durationof fat al |l stages of an-yl6(p).oceedingsod
the appointment?
0ln any proceeding for terminating
the courtshallgpoi nt an attorney to represete
(O.C.G.A. § 181-:98(a)).
3. When an attorney is Points: 12 out of 20
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, doesj 01l n any proceeding for terminating
state law require the attorney to he court shall appoint an attorne:

advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in aclient-
directed manner?

t
(0.C.G.A. § 181-98(a)).

Basis fodeduction: Clierdirected counsel is required with major exceptions
because cliediirected counsel is only required at termination of parental rights
proceedings.
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4. To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the

¢ h islcalirisel required by statq
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 6 out of 10

oln deprivation cases, a person apfg
received before the appointment frajrappropriate to the role that is administere
or approved by the Office of the Child Advocate and may be an attorney or co
appointed special advdelt e, or bott

Basis for deduction: Although Georgia law requires trainioimey GALs
appointed in deprivation cases, it does not expressly require training for attorr
appointed pursuant to O.C.G.A. §1158(a).

5. Does state law expressly give
the child the legal status of a

Points: 10 out of 10

party with all rights appurtenantj 6 The court . . . ditemfbrlachddpvboois arparty ta the u a
thereto? If not, does state law proceedingd6-19®m).C. G. A. A 15

expressly give the child some of]

the rights of a party?

6. Do the Rules of Professional | Points: 10 out of 10

Conduct (or th

equivalentthereto) pertainngtoj o When a cl i entdés ability to make ad

liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

representation is impaired, whether because of age, mental or medical dfsabili
some other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reasonably possible, maintain a
clientit awyer relationship with the cli:i

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
childrenidis cou
dependency proceedings?

Points: 0 extra credit points

Georgia law does not address caseload standards for attorneys representing ¢
dependency proceedings.
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SDEBAR NOTES

I The practice for appointing attorneys varies geeatlgs Georgia. In some counties,
all children are appointed attorneys with the full ethical duties accompanying the
attorneyclient relationship. However, this is the exception, rather than the rule. Otk
counties use attorney guardiah litem or kaguardiasad litem to represent children.
Some counties do not appoint any representative for the child at all in some cases
before the court.

| Georgia is currently considering a proposed bill, SB 292, which, in its current form,
would completely rewrie Geor gi aés code. The bill
a child has a right to separate and independent counsel and that the child is a party
dependency proceedings. We encourage Georgia advocates to continue pushing
adoption of this dil

I While Georgia statute O.C.G.A. §118(b) implies that a child is a party and the
Georgia appellate caseMafBurrough v. Department of Human (Rest)reés S.E.2d
35) acknowledges that children are paitieasentitled to counsel and notice, in
practice Georgiads juvenile courts ha

law of Georgia.

I Under Georgia law, the apmtonent of an independent attorney for children in
dependency proceedings is required for children with major restrictions, and as sud
Georgia merits only 20 points for Criteria # 1. Howevéreifirst Edition of this
Report Card, Georgia was inadvéisteawarded 40 points for Critari#l, which is
only appropriate where the appointment of an attorney for children in dependency
proceedings is mandatory. Additionally, when an attorney is appointed for a child i
dependency proceedings, state law eqlyres the attorney to advocate for the
expressed wishes of the child in a elieatted manner with major exceptions, and as
such Georgia merits only 12 points for Coite¥B. However, ithe First Edition,
Georgia was inadvertently awarded 209pfminCriterdon #3, which is only appropriate
where clientlirected counsel is always required for a child. First Star and CAI regre
these errors in the 2007 Report Carda nd wi sh t o emphasi zd
score are attributable more to than to changes in law

I While Georgia has no statewide caseload standards for dependency attorneys, the]
Atlanta counties of Fulton and DeKalb are currently operating under a Settlement
Agreement that does prescribe maximum caseloads for dependeryg.atto2002
advocates from these counties wor ked
Rights, to filédnre Kenny.Aa class action alleginggralia t hat chi | dr e
foster care system are denied adequate legal representstitimechigh caseloads of
the attorneys assigned to represent them. In February 2005 the U.S. District Court
the Northern District of Georgia found that abused and neglected children have a
constitutional right to adequate legal representation atnejergtage of their life in
state custodylIn(re Kenny. fN.D. Ga. 2005) 356 F. Supp. 2d 1353.) Thisis a
landmark ruling that has led to more quality representation for children in Fulton an
DeKalb counties. We commend the work of all the adsaghtecontinue to work on
theKenny Acase and encourage Georgia to use the Settlement Agreements as a
template for statewide caseload standards.
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

Hawall

Score 55

Points: 15 out of 40

0The court shall appoint a guardia
pendency of the child protective proceedings.cotiliemay appoint additional
counsel for th&4@hild...é6 (HRS A 5:

Basis for deduction: Although appointment of a GAL is mandatory in Hawaii, 1
no requirement that the GAL be an
court..whosetoe i s to protect and promot e
(HRS § 582). Appointment of an attorney for children in dependency proceet
is discretionary.

2. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
statelaw define the duration of
the appointment?

Points: 0 out of 10

Basis for deduction: Hawaii law does not expressly require that appointed cot
on throughout the appellate process. Additionally, appointment of counsel fol
might not includ all proceedings before the juvenile court (counsel will serve &

childdos | egal advocate oconcerning
court deems to be in the -Bdch)t int el
3. When an attorney is Points: 20 out of 20
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, doesfWhen t he child and the chil ddappoi@GAL
state law require the attorneytof s peci al counsel for the child, who:

advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

(HRS § 58384(c)).

4. To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the
childds counse
law? Is such education ad/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 0 out of 10

Basis for deduction: Hawaii law does not specify any training requirements foi
attorneys representing children in dependency proceedings.
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5. Does state law expressly give
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of
the rights of a party?

Points: 10 out of 10

06Partyd6 means. .-2the child...o6 (HRS

6. Do the Rules of Professional
Conduct (or th
equivalentthereto) pertaining to
liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

Points: 10 out of 10

oOWhen a cl i e naddisatelp domsiddred glecidions imecankeetion wi
representation is impaired, whether because of minority, mental disability, or fc
other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reasonably possible, maintain a norm:
lawyer relationshipwithh e cl i ent 6 ( HI R. of Pro-

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
childrends cou
dependency proceedings?

Points: 0 extra credit points

Hawaii law does not address caseload standards for attorneys nepcagdrgn in
dependency proceedings.

SDEBAR NOTES

I While training is not a requirement found in Hawaii statute gr
court rule, Hawaii does require newly contracted attorneys gnd
guardians ad litem to participate in Volunteer Guardians Ad
litemTraining or similar training approved by the Judiciary
within 90 days of contract execution. Additionally, attorneys
and guardians ad litem must complete 20 hours of annual
training in areas such as dynamics of child abuse and negldct,
child developmentuttural competence, child sex abuse, sex
offender treatment, family dynamics, domestic violence,
and/or related topics. We commend Hawaii for this work and
encourage Hawaii to adopt this great work into law.
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

ldaho

Score 45

Points: 15 out of 40

0ln any proceeding under this chap:
the child orchildren to serve at each stage of the proceeding and in appropriat
shall appoint counsel to represent the guardian, and in appropriate cases, me
separate coundakolCod816i614(1N.e chi |l do6 (|

Basis for deduction: Under Iddhw, the appointment of an attorney to represer
child in dependency proceedings is discretionary.

2. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law define the duration of
the appointment?

Points: 5 out of 10

Basidor deduction: Idaho law does not specify whether counsel appointed for
children in dependency proceedings continue that representation on appeal.

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law require the attorng to
advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

Points: 4 out of 20

OFor a child under the age of twel"
duties of a guardian ad litem. For a child twelve (12) yearsrobldge, the court
may order that the counsel act with or without the powers and duties of a gua
litemdé (1| dMER).Code A 16

Basis for deduction: Under Idaho law, the appointment ofdiliectied counsel for
children in dependency proceedings is discretionary.

4. To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the
chil dés counse
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 6 out of 10

Basis for deduction: Although Rule 35 of the Idaho Juvenile Rules requires thi
(who may be attorneys) 0 dpesgnlicetraminga t
and 12 hours of requiredsne r vi ce tr ai ning per yee
specialized education and/or training for separate counsel appointed to repres
children in dependency proceedings.
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5. Does state law expressly give
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of
the rights of a party?

Points: 5 out of 10

Basis for deduction: Idaho law gives partysrigithe guardian ad litem, but not to
the child (Idaho Code 8166 34 ( 1) ) . However, the
child will receive some rights, such as notice.

6. Do the Rules of Professional
Conduct (or th
equivalentthereto) pertaining to
liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

Points: 10 out of 10

Special counsel appointed to repres
reasonably possible, maintain a nochesdtl a wy er r el ati onsh
of Prof. Conduct 1.14(a))

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
childrends cou
dependency proceedings?

Points: 0 extra credit points

Idaho law does not address caseloadastds for attorneys representing children i
dependency proceedings.

SDEBAR NOTES

I The Idaho Supreme Court Child Protection Committee is currently researching and discussing wayfs to
improve legal advocacy for children in child protection cadakdn For a predominately rural state, sugh
as ldaho, there are many challenges to implementing a system that provides an attorney for every hilc
dependency proceedinghese challenges include funding for counsel for children and, in small rura
counties, too few attorneys to provide separ qt
Advocacy Institute commend Idaho for these efforts and encourage collaboration between Idaho ahd o
predominately rural states who have dawedl on this Report Card.
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

lllinols

Score:63

Points: 15 out of 40

The minor h a seprésented byicdurgsdi. tAt the cequbst of any par
financially unable to employ counsel,...the court shall appoint the Public Defe
such other counsel as t h+#) Hoaeves lllinoésy
Il aw al so pr ov anddlgemthds &een appoihteddor theuranord.e
the guardian ad litem is a licensed attorney..., or in the event that a court app
special advocate has been appointed as guardian ad litem and counsel has t
appointed to represent the court apgoirspecial advocate, the court may not
require the appointment of counsel to represent the minor unless the court fin
the minords interests are in confl]
in the best inter43150f the minorod

Basis for deduction: Under lllinois law, the appointment of an attorney to repr:
child in dependency proceedings is discretionary.

2. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law define theduration of
the appointment?

Points: 5 out of 10

0Counsel appointed for the minor.
proceeding, and such appointment shall continue through the permanency he
and termination of parental rights proceedsindpject to withdrawal or substitution
pursuant to Supreme Court Rul es o-r
5).

Basis for deduction: Illinois law guarantees counsel for children during the trie
proceeding but not at the appellate sthgependency proceedings.

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law require the attorney to
advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

Points: 20 out of 20

If counsel is appnted for the child, the role of such counsel is to represent the
minords interests, as opposed to w
the minor: o0if a guardian ad | item
ad litem is ddensed attorney..., or in the event that a court appointed special

advocate has been appointed as guardian ad litem and counsel has been apj
represent the court appointed special advocate, the court may not require the
appointment of counseltepr esent the minor unl e:
interests are in conflict with what the guardian ad litem determines to be in th
interest of the -Bhinoro (705 I LCS 4.
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4. To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the
childds counse
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 3 out of 10

Basis for deduction: Although lIllinois does set forth multidisciplinary training

requirementapplicable to some GALs, who may or may not be attorneys, it is |
mandated for all GALs, nor are training requirements specifically required for
attorneys appointed to represent(ont
counties with a popation of 100,000 or more but less than 3,000,000, each gu:
ad litem must successfully complete a training program approved by the Depe

of Children and FamidlA9)Servicesd (:
5. Does state law expressly give] Points: 10 out of 10
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenantf Mi nor s ohave the right to be presen

thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of

proceedigs, to crosexamine witnesses, to examine pertinent court files and rec
and...to be repr esent-g.dAdditpnally,dhe rightedf 6
children are listed in lllinois statute 705 ILCS 485/1w h i

the rights of a party? ch is tit
toproceedingsd so children are consi

6. Do the Rules of Professional | Points: 10 out of 10

Conduct (or th

equivalentthereto) pertainingtof o The pri vil eged character of commun

liability and confidentiality patient or client, except privilege between attorney and client, shall not apply t

applyto attorneys representing fpr oceedi ngs subject t-B8U&)hi s Article

children in dependency

proceedings? OWhanclientds ability to make adequ

representation is impaired, whether because of minority, mental disability, or s
other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reasonably possible, maintain a norms
lawyer relationshipo6 (lIL R. of Prof.

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
childrends cou
dependency proceedings?

Points: 0 extra credit points

lllinois law does not address caseload standards for attepnegsnting children in
dependency proceedings.

SDEBAR NOTE

hil
e
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dren in IIllinois are provided with
termination of t h arecohcerhed tha oftbnethe attorney t
short shrift as compared to the voi
encourage Il linois to clarify ngshat
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

Indiana

Score 43

Points: 15 out of 40

0The court may appoint counsel to |

(Burns Ind. Code Ann. §-32-4-2).

Basis for deduction: Under Indiana law, the appointment of an attorney for a ¢
dependency proceedings is discretionary.

2. Whenan attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law define the duration of
the appointment?

Points: 5 out of 10

Basis for deduction: Indiana law does not guarantee counsel for children at tr
appellate ste of dependengyoceedings.

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law require the attorney to
advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

Points: 3 out of 20

Basis for deductioindiana lavis vague with regard to whether an attorney
appointed for a child in dependency proceedings is required to advocate for tl
expressed wishes of the child in a
the child may al s oardie additenpoodourttappaintet! h
special advocdtéBurns Ind. Code Ann. §-32-3-3)).

4. To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the
chil dés counse
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 0 out of 10

Basis for deduction: No specialized training requirements for attorneys repres
children in dependency proceedings could be identified. In fact, attorneys are
explicitly excluded fromtheast ut or y GAL training re
litem who is not an attorney must complete the same court approved training |
that is required for a court appo%r
2-50)).

5. Does state law expresggive
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some off
the rights of a party?

Points: 10 out of 10

Chil dr en
rights of
831349-7).

oare parties
parties wunde

t h and pavealt e e

to
r the I ndiana
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6. Do the Rules of Professional | Points: 10 out of 10
Conduct (or th
equivalentthereto) pertainingtof o When a c | i

liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing

children in dependency clientil awyer r

proceedings?

ent 0s

el

capacity
representation is diminished, whether because of minority, mental impairment
some other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reasonably possible, maintain a
cl i

make a

Extra Credit: Does state law

address caseload standards for
| dr ends c ouffindiana law does not address caseload standards for attorneys representing cl

chi
depe

ndency proceedings?

Points: 0 extra credit points

dependency proceedings.

SDEBAR NOTE

Indiana code provides, except in cases of gross

mi s c onduct frondanyrcivilliabdity that maly

occur as a result of th

time that the person is acting within the duties of thq
[ GAL] 6 ( Bur n£323i10).dThis dvib d e

immunity provision applies only to individuals actiag
guardian ad litem or CASA whether or not they are

attorneys. If an individual is appointed as an attorng
a child and not as a guardian ad litem, they are covs
the Rules of Professional Conduct and do not recei
civil immunity.

at

A
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for

lowa

Score 90

Points: 40 out of 40

children in dependency OUpon the filing of a petiticdr, dtéh:
proceedings? Code § 232.89(2)).

2. When an attorney is Points: 10 out of 10

appointed for a child in

dependency proceedings, doesfo The attorneys and guar di an sl badeemed:"

state law define the duration of
the appointment?

the attorneys and guardians ad litem in the appellate court unless others are
or appointed and notice is given t.
(lowa Rule of Appellate Procedure RuleS¢4)1.0

3. When an attorng is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law require the attorney to
advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

Points: 20 out of 20

0The same person may s er vguardiao adiitena s

However, the court may appoint a separate guardian ad litem, if the same pel
cannot properly represent the legal interests of the child as legal counsel and
represent the best interest eBSf2328%4%.
Thus, it appears that wunder | owa | .
represent the legal interests of the child.

4. To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the
childés counsae
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 0 out of 10

Basis for deduction: lowa law does not mandate training requirements for atto
representing children in dependency proceedings.

5. Does state law expressly give] Points: 10 out of 10

the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of
the rights of a party?

Under lowa law, the petition recognizes tlild ek a party to the proceedings (low
Code § 232.89(2)).

ONotice shall .be served he

(lowa Code § 23%/(2)).

upon t
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olf a child is of an age appr oopatténd,t
the court shall determine if the ch
hearingdé (lowa Code A 232.91(3)).
OAny person who is entitled ...to r
given the opportunitytobehdar i n any ot her review
(lowa Code § 232.91(3)).

O0An interested party aggrieved by a
from the court for review of quest:i

6. Do the Rules of Professional
Conduct (or th
equivalentthereto) pertaining to
liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

Points: 10 out of 10

OWhen a clientds capsidered degisionsan comaektion wa
representation is diminished, whether because of minority, mental impairment,
some other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reasonably possible, maintain a
clientil awyer r el at i o(AsRhaf Rrof. @dndubt 1.146P. c | i

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
childrends cou
dependency proceedings?

Points: 0 extra credit points

lowa law does not address caseload standards for attorneys representing chilc
dependency proceedings.

SDEBAR NOTE

The Attorney Training Subcommitte
Judicial Branch's Children's Advisory Committee is working with the State §

Defender to require training as a prerequisiigatdicing as a GAL in lowa. Firg

Star and the Childrends
lowa to adopt these prerequisites into law.

Advocacy
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for

Kansas

Score: 86

Points: 40 out of 40

children in dependency oUpon the filing of a petition, th

proceedings? ad litem for a child who is the subject of pddeer gs under t hi s
2205(a)).

2. When an attorney is Points: 10 out of 10

appointed for a child in

dependency proceedings,doesf o A guar di an ad | it em iatggstsdf adhilel dr a seconc

state law define the duration of
the appointment?

attorney appointed for a child as provided in subsection (a), ... shall continue
represent the client at all subsequent hearings in proceedings under this code
including any appellate proceedings, unless relieveddyrthgon a showing of

good cause or upon tR22%fer of ven

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law require the attorney to
advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

Points: 6 out of 10

Basis for deduction: The attorney GAL is required to articulate, but not advoci

the childds position when it diffe
regard to t he c hiubrdiahad litera shall ...irepresent theshi
interests of the child. When the ¢
determination of the guardian ad |

litem shall inform the court of the disagreet. The guardian ad litem or the chilc
may request the court to appoint a second attorney to serve as attorney for th

and the court, on good cause shown
2205(a)).

4. To what extent are Points: 10 out of 10

specializededucation and/or

training requirements for the OA guardian ad | item sduucatibngriorto par t i

childds counse
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

appointment ... areas of education should include... dynamics of abuse and ne
roles and responsibilities; cultural awareness; communication and communice
children skills and information gathering and investigatory teshriduocacy skills
child development; mental health issues; permanence and the law; communit
resources; professional responsibility; special education law; substance abus¢
school law; and the code for the care of children....Upon the redoestpgfointing
judge or designee, the guardian ad litem shall be required to provide evidence
compliance with this orderdé (KS Sujg
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5. Does state law expressly give
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenan
thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of
the rights of a party?

Points: 10 out of 10
06Partyd means .-2203ux he chil do6 (K. S.
0The summons and a copy of the peti
beachild in need of care by serving
(K.S.A. § 38223¢9)(1).

0The court may not exclude the guar
(K.S.A. 8§ 322479)(1).

6. Do the Rules of Professional
Conduct (or th
equivalentthereto) pertaining to
liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

Points: 10 out of 10

OWhen a client ds capsideced degisionsan comaektion wai
representation is diminished, whether because of minority, mental impairment
some other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reasonably possible, maintain a
clientit awyer r el at i o(KSR.ofProfwdondbct 1t1e c | i «

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
childrends cou
dependency proceedings?

Points: 0 extra credit points

Kansas law does not address caseload standards for attorneys representing ¢
dependency proceedings.

SDEBAR NOTE

with the

attorney

the discretionary authoritydppoint a second attorney. The appointment of a secongl

Institute commend Kansas for their practice of regularly appointingictieted
counsel, we encourage Kartssas adopt into | aw the requi
wishes always be advocated to the court.

|  Kansas law requires the guardian ad litem to inform the court when the child disagfees

guardian ad | itemds assessmgni

is no longer unusual in Kangda:
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

entuck

Score 68

Points: 40 out of 40

ol f the court determines, as a res|
proceedings are required, . . .[tihe courtssipalb oi nt counsel f
620.100).

2. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law define the duration of
the appointment?

Points: 5 out of 10

Basis for deduction: Although children have the rigigigea( any interested party
¢ including thé childé may appeélas a matter of right ( K R®B15%) 6
Kentucky law does not expressly require counsel for children on appeal in
dependency proceedings.

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law require the attorney to
advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

Points: 3 out of 20

Basis for deduction: Kentucky law is vague as to the role of counsel appointe:
represent children dependency proceedings. It would appear that because
Kentucky | aw aut hor i z eappoitted specialadvocate -
volunteer to represent the best ini
of the counsel might be to repent the expressed wishes of the child; however,
Kentucky law does not expressly state that this is the case.

4. To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the
chil dés counse
law? Is such educatiorand/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 0 out of 10

Basis for deduction: Kentucky law does not mandate training requirements for
attorneys representing children in dependency proceedings.

5. Does state law expressly give
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of
the rights of a party?

Points: 10 out of 10

Children in Kentucky appear to have the stafus party (0[] a] ny
including the ... child ... may appeal from the juvenile court to the Circuit Court
matter of righté (KRS A 620.155)) w
determines that further proceedings egeired, the court also shall advise the chi
that they have ... a right to a full adjudicatory hearing at which they may confro
crossexamine all adverse witnesses, present evidence on their own behalf anc
appeal 6 (KRS A 620.100(2)).
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6. Do the Rules of Professional | Points: 10 out of 10
Conduct (or th

equivalentthereto) pertainingtof o When a cl i ent 6s aisiddred tegisionsoin conadcten veithl

liability and confidentiality

apply to attorneys representing | some other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reasonably possible, maintai

children in dependency clientlawyer relationship withtheecht 6 ( KY R. of Prof .
proceedings?

representation is impaired, whether because of [minority] age, mental disability

na

Extra Credit: Does state law Points: 0 extra credit points
address caseload standards for

Il dr ends c ou g Kentuck law does not address caseload standards for attorneys represering
dependency proceedings? in dependency proceedings.

chi

SDEBAR NOTES

The Administrative Office of the Courts has been responsible for preparing attorneys to provide legal
representation to abused and neglected children across Kentucky since 1999. As part of this responsi
Administrative Office of the Courts hasated a Guardian Ad Litem Program. The goal of this program is
produce highly qualified guardians ad litem by coordinating training sessions, providing educational ms
and serving as an overall resource. The current training curriculurtogiess ain overview of Kentucky
statutory and case law as well as the federal law that requires reasonable efforts to keep families toget
provide children with safe and permanent homes.

In 2007, the Administrative Office of the courts publistsaimmendations for Guardsakd Litem. These
recommendations included the standard that o0a
court when the child disagrees with the attornrm

In 1982, the Kentucky @eral Assembly created a Citizen Foster Care Review Board (CFCRB). Nearly
volunteers, from across the state and from a variety of educational and professional backgrounds, sery
members of the Board. The goal of the board is to decrease tlwitigypgople spend in foster care.
Volunteer reviewers help ensure that necessary services are provided to children in alternative placem
make every effort to locate permanent homes for these children. All CFCRB members are required to
in muti-disciplinary training and are required to engage in six hours of continuing education training eaq
These advocates have a deep compassion for children and actively work to decrease the time that chil
spend in foster care.
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

Score: 95

Points: 40 out of 40

oln every proceeding under tihdependani -
counsel for the child, including a referral to the district public defender...Neith

child nor anyone purporting to act
(La Ch.C. Art. 607).

2. When an attorney is Points: 10 out of 10

appointed for a childin

dependency proceedings,doesf 0 Each c¢child has a right to indepen:

state law define the duration of
the appointment?

Care proceedings....An attorney serving as counsel for a childdrraNged of
Care proceeding should continue representation of the child through any sub:
Certification for Adoption proceed
Sup. Ct. Rule XXXIII).

OAny attorney appoimthed¢emnination actienshakk s e
continue to represent the child in all subsequent review hearings until the chil

permanently placeddé (LA Ch. C. Art
3. When an attorney is Points: 20 out of 20
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, doesj o Counsel for a child shoul d. . [ d] e

state law requirethe attorney to
advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

developmentally appropriate and culturally sems#iveer; [and]...[a]dvocate for tI

desires and expressed preferences
throughout the case in a devel opmel
XXXIII).

4. To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the
childds counse
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 10 out of 10

Prior to appointment as counsel for children in child abuse and neglect procee
an attorney shall have the following qualifications:...the attorney shall have co
within the last two years a minimum of eight hours of training or education rele
child abuse and neglect cases, and/or shall have sufficient knowledfye tteesati
court of the attorneyds qualificat.i
hours of approved continuing legal education each calendar year...[which] she
relevant law and jurisprudence, child development, child abuseentdamegthe
roles, responsibilities and duties of independent counsel for children, including
Standards for Representationof Gh#dn 6 (La Sup. Ct. Ru
0 [oundel providing representation in child protection proceedings sheuld hav
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specialized knowledge and skills essential for effective representation, and sh
participate in multidisciplinary interaction together with other professionals inv
with the child, including interdisciplinary communication, investigation, gtiscove
meetings, conferences, proceedings, and administrative hearings. Resources
the provision of legal representation of children should be used efficiently and
equitably to assure qualified representation throughout thélgkah.C. Art.551).

5. Does state law expressly give] Points: 5 out of 10

the child the legal status of a

party with all rights appurtenant | Louisiana law expressly gives chilsegaral rights s u ¢ h a sintrodoce r
thereto? If not, does state law evidence, call witnesses, be heard on their own behalf, aedamias withesses
expressly give the child someoffc al | ed by t he s)aadtheright o Hiscoveliee LG. CICAATtt .
the rights of a party? 652)

Basis for deduction: AliighLouisiana lagives children many of the same rigiés
their parerg(se,e.g La. ChC. Art. 604, 6Q8it does not expressly give children
party status in dependency proceedings.

6. Do the Rules of Professional | Points: 10 out of 10

Conduct (or th

equivalentthereto) pertainingtof 0 An att or ney ser vifargchiddowes thasameauidsen t
liability and confidentiality loyalty, confidentiality, advocacy and competent representation to the child as
apply to attorneys representing ft o any <c¢clientoé (La Sup. Ct . Rul e X
children in dependency

proceedings?

Extra Credit: Does state law Points: 0 extra credit points

address caseload standards for

chil drends c oufLouisianalaw does not address caseload standards for attorneys representing
dependency proceedings? in dependency proceedings.

SDEBAR NOTES

Louisiana is working on implementing recommendations of the Task Force on Legal Representation in Child Profectio

Proceeding#cluding ayeneral caseload standard at 100 cases for a full time. &ttroegh the statefiacing severe
financial hardsp, several jurisdictions have recently made significant voluntary changes in their systems to adopt
practices. When fully implemented, Louisiana will have an efficient and effective statewide system of qualified ch
parent) representationdhild protection cases. The legislation and infrastructure are in place, and the only present
to continuing implementation of the model is access to sufficient funding dwingdhe e dfiscalerisis r e n t

The Task Force on Legal Representah, t he Loui si ana Court | mprovement
Act Task Force have collaborated with the National Resource Center on Family Centered Practice to produce a \
(60Telling Their St or i e sebdhildfereta éducate anginfdrro legslators, stated pr e
administrators and community stakeholders about the urgent need to ensure quality legal rejprédseseatiiical
proceedings.
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

Malne

Score: 52

Points: 15 out of 40

0The court, in every child protect]
protection order under section 4034 or a petition for a medical treatment orde
section 4071, but including hearings on those orders, shall appoint a guardiar

for the childé (88uMr & SnsAappobati
proceedings ... shall be eitheraeoywtp oi nt ed speci al ad
R. for Guardians Ad Litem I 1 (1)( B3
or her capacity as a Guardian, rat/
lI(3)(A)).0 The guardian ad |Iitem or the
counsel for the childdé (22 M. R.S.

Basis for deduction: Unddiaine law, the appointment of an attorney to serve a

childds GAL, as well as the appoin:
2. When an attorney is Points: 10 out of 10
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, doesj 0 Any attorney appointed to represe

state law define the duration of
the appointment?

chapter shall continue to represent that client in any appeal unless otherwise
by the courté (22 M.R.S. A 4006) .

3. Whenan attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law require the attorney to
advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

Points: 6 out of 20

Basis for deduction: Maine law expressly requirdsthéeadd 6 s GAL, w
attorney, to oOmake the wishes of t
expressed his wishes, regardless o

M.R.S. § 4005(1)(E)). However, Maine law does not expredglyiepeaie of lega
counsel appointed to represent children in dependency proceedings pursuant
M.R.S. § 4005(1)(F).

4. To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the
childds counse
law? Is such edeation and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 6 out of 10

Basis for deduction: Although Maine law requires multidisciplinary training for
(who may be attorney(s)o tferrdance at a Guardian training with a curricofah
least 16 hours that has been approved by the Chief Judge satjsfies traming]
requiremen{Maine Rules for GALs, Rule C(if)floes not expressly require trainil
for separate legal counsel who may be appointed to represent chilgemdiendy
proceedings.
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5. Does state law expressly give
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of
the rights of a party?

Points: 5 out of 10

Basis for deductioAlthough the child is given some rights through his/her GAL
(such as service of the petition and notice of hearing pursuant to 22 MRS §
4033(1)(A)), Maine law does not expressly give children party status in depenc
proceedings.

6. Do the Rules of Professional
Conduct (or th
equivalentthereto) pertaining to
liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

Points: 10 out of 10

OWhen a client ds emsiddred tlegisionsoin conadctmsn vétlal
representation is impaired because of mental disability or for some other reasc
lawyer shall, as far as reasonably possible, maintain a norr@kgéentlationship
with the clienp6 (Me. Bar R. 3.6(j)

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
childrends <cou
dependency proceedings?

Points: 0 extra credit points

Maine law does not address caseload standards for attorneys representing chi
dependency proceedings.

SDEBAR NOTES

I During

I Maine advocates note that the appointment of counsel or GAL during family court
matters is a high prioritpdaithat more advocacy is needed for federal financial suppo
of the GAL program.

2009 the Maine | egislature con|si

Child Protection Proceedings. 6 Mmhe mea
among other thingsrequired thd®epartmenof Health and Human Servites
provide sworn testimony or affidavit as to efforts to notify the parents or custodian df a
child or facts justifying exception to notice in a preliminary protection proceeding;
required the District Courts to keep publicly accessible records refattightoary
protection hearings including notice given, exceptions to notice taken and other
information; required parties under most circumstances to resolve disputes within the
adjudicatory structure of the department after disposition in a proteatieading has
been ordered; arthrified what constitutes reasonable efforts in the department's
requirement to rehabilitate or reunify a family

—
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for

I\/Iar lan

Score 93

Points: 40 out of 40

children in dependency OA child who is the subject of a C
proceedings? Courts and Judicial Proceedings Code Ar818(8)(1)).

2. When an attorney is Points: 10 out of 10

appointed for a child in

dependency proceedings,doesj o[ A] party is entitled to the assi:
state lawdefine the durationof funder this subtitled ( Md Co Bt3(ay. a
the appointment?

3. When an attorney is Points: 20 out of 20

appointed for a child in

dependency proceedings,doesf o The attorney should deter mi neaswhe"
state law require the attorney to | defined....If the child has considered judgment, the attorney should so state ir
advocate for the expressed court and should advocate a positi:

wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

If the attorney determines that the child lacks considered judgment, the attorr
should so inform the court. The attorney should then advocate a position con:

with the best interests of the chil
4. To what extent are Points: 3 out of 10
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the OLawyers who seek to represent chil
c hi kodre required by statdq training and educationinsuch subjectas: a. the role of

law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

considered judgment; c. basic interviewing techniques; d. child development:
emotional, and mental stages; e. federal and state statutes, regulations, rules
law; f. overview of the cdiprocess and key personnel in et@ldted litigation; g.
applicable guidelines and standards of representation; h. family dynamics anc
dysfunction, including substance abuse and mental illness; i. related issues, s
domestic violence, special edion, mental health, developmental disability systt
and adult guardianships; j. social service agencies, child welfare programs, ar
educational, and mental health resources for the child and family; and k. writte
materials, includingrelareddt i ons, court orders, p
(MD Guidelines for Attys Rep CINA, F2).

Basis for deduction: Maryland law encourages, but does not require, attorney:
children to obtain multidisciplinary training.

70 SecorititionA CHILD BRIGHT TO COUNSEL

Grade: A



5. Does state law expresslyive [ Points: 10 out of 10
the child the legal status of a

party with all rights appurtenant | Maryland law expressly gives children party status in dependencypgoseedi ©
thereto? If not, does statelaw fmeans. .. [ a] child who is the subjec

expressly give the child some off Code Ann. §-813(u)(1)(1))).
the rights of a party?

6. Do the Rules of Professional | Points: 10 out of 10
Conduct (or th

equivalentthereto) pertainingtof 6 When a clientds capacity to make
liability and confidentiality representation is diminished whether because of minority| imgairment or for

apply to attorneys representing § some other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reasonably possible, maintain a

children in dependency clientt awyer relationship with the cl

proceedings?

Extra Credit: Does state law Points: 0 extra credit points

address caseload standards for

childrenods c outf Maryland law does not address caseload standaitsrfays representing childrer
dependency proceedings? in dependency proceedings.

SDEBAR NOTE

I The Maryland Legal Services Program, run by thefS¢eyland and the Maryland Department of

Health and Human Resources, requires that all CINA/TPR Attorney Contractors acquire sixteen hour
CINA/TPR-related training credits each year. MLSP also encourages all Contractors to pursue addit
trainingcredits above this minimum requirement, and grants numerous requests for additional training
the course of each contract year. The CINA Contractors are also required to maintain a maximum c3
of 150. First Star and CAIl encourage Marylandfi Htbse training and caseload standards into state I
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

Massachusett

Grade: A+

Score 104

Points: 40 outof 40

The ochild shall have and be infor
court shall appoint counsel for th,
(ALM GL ch. 119, § 29).

2. When an attorney is
appointed for achild in
dependency proceedings, does
state law define the duration of
the appointment?

Points: 10 out of 10

Massachusetts | aw provides attorne:’
adverse to the client, counsel shall explain the clgnt t® ppeal the decision, tF
appellate process, including the time limits in which a notice of appeal must b
and any alternative pgstigment strategy that may be appropriate. Counsel shi
explain the process and availability offpiasteviews, if applicable. If a final

judgment is not adverse to the client, counsel shall ensure that opponents ad
time limits and discharge other appellate responsibilities until appellate couns
appearanced6 ( MA CFhifrenlS3)t ds . Gov. R

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law require the attorney to
advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

Points: 20 out of 20

0l f ¢ oun s determines dhat the child lis wble to make an adequately
considered decision with respect to a matter in connection with the representi

counsel must represent the chil dds
the attorney believesthechd 6 s positi on to be unw
interesto (MA CFLP, Stds. Gov. Rep

4. To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the
chil dés counse
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 9 out of 10

OAccepted trial p a n e | -dag pig) panektcartifitason m
training course. Thereafter, attorneys must work with a mentor assigned by th
program. @ce certified for the trial panel, attorneys must maintain certification
through the annual completion of 8 hours approved continuing legal educatior
fiscal year basiso6 (Committee for |
Requirements).

Basis for dduction: Although multidisciplinary elements are impliedly required
of the specialized education and/or training, they are not expressly required.
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5. Does state law expressly give

the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law

expressly give the child some of]

the rights of a party?

Points: 10 out of 10

0 P adanly person, including a juvenile,diviumatter in which the person has a ri
to counsel 6 (MA Sup. Jud. Ct. Rule

6. Do the Rules of Professional
Conduct (or th
equivalentthereto) pertaining to
liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

Points: 10 out of 10

o0Counsel for a child owes the same
advocacy and competent representation to the child as is due an adult sisteit ¢
with the Massachusett s(MRGHLR StdsoGov. Rap.a
Children 1.1).

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
childrends cou
dependency proceedings?

l

Points: 5 extra credit points

0 C o u shallaécline the assignment if ... counsel is unable to afford the client
prompt, diligent representation....Commentary: Counsel cannot provide promp
diligent representation of a client if (a) counsel is unable to begin working on tt
promptly or ) counsel is unable to appear in court on an assigned date and ce
arrange a continuance that is consi
responsibility to be aware of the caseload limits of the Committee for Public C¢
Services (CRJ) found in the CPCS Manual for Assigned Counsel (2003). Coun
should not accept any assignment wh
(MA CFLP, Stds. Gov. Rep. of Children 1.2(b)).

0The Committee has est ab loaddiritefdropeh e
Children and Family Law cases that an attorney may carry at one time. Open (
include cases that are bothjogmentand pojtu d gme nt : A Chi
756 (Committee for Public Counoarmsdl S
(2003) at Ch. 5, No. 22).
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Michl

Score 76 Grade: C

1. Does state law mandate that | Points: 40 out of 40
attorneys be appointed for

children in dependency 01 n e ac hunderdhss act ifi whictejutlicial proceedings are necessary, tt

proceedings? shall appointalawygruar di an ad | item to repre

2. When an attorney is Points: 10 out of 10

appointed for a child in

dependency proceedings, doesj 06 The -awydriran ad | itemds powers an

state law define the duation of following:...To ... be entitled to full and active part|C|pat|on in all aspects of the

the appointment? Iitigatlono (MCL A 712A.17d(1) (b))

3.When an attorney is Points: 6 out of 20

appointed for a child in

dependency proceedings,doesJ 0 The -awydrir an ad | it acndestlgashallefthe an

state law require the attorneytof f ol | owi ng: ... To make a determinati.

advocate for the expressed for those best interests accordingtothe lagyyea r di an ad | ite

wishes of the child in a client those best interests, regardless of whether the-temgar di an ad | i

directed manner? determination reflects the child6s
guardian ad | itemds det er mi nat-guardian
ad |litem shall weigh thd didsi Icdodmep ev
maturityoé ( MCLOIAf |7 1a2fAt. elr7 ddils)c(u s)s)i.on
her lawyeguardian ad litem, the Iawgeu ardian ad |item
interests as identified by the child are inconsistent witwfexg u ar di an
determination of the -guardianddditemdhalst
communicate the childds position t.
appropriate considering tteeoftiehi | do:
i nconsistency betwegonatrdeaohidddst.
the childds interests, the court m
appointed under this subsec t-guardianade |
litemé6(MCL A 712A.17d(2)).
Basis for deduction: Under Michigan law, the le&@pet r epr esent s
interests. On a discretionary basis, the court may appoint an additional attorr
represent the childds interests.

4. To whatextent are Points: 0 out of 10

specialized education and/or

training requirements for the Michigan law contains no statewide mandatinng or education requirements fi

chil d&s ¢ ouns e | attorneys representing children in dependency proceedings.

law? Is such education and/or

training required to include

multidisciplinary elements?
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5. Does state law expressly give] Points: 10 out of 10
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant | Michigan law appears to give children the right of notice, the right to attend an
thereto? If not, does state law [ participate in hearings, and the right of appeal (see, e.g., MCL § 712A.19b; MI
expressly give the childsome of | 3.921; MI Ct. Rule 3.976(C))

the rights of a party?

6. Do the Rules of Professional | Points: 10 out of 10
Conduct (or th

equivalentthereto) pertainingtof o When a c | i e naddisatelg donsidered glecigions imeankeetion wi
liability and confidentiality representation is impaired, whether because of minority or mental disability or
apply to attorneys representing § some other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reasonably possible, maintain a
children in dependency clientlawyer relationship wthh e ¢l i ent 6 (Ml R. of P

proceedings?

Extra Credit: Does state law Points: 0 extra credit points

address caseload standards for

childrenods c outf Michiganlaw does not address caseload standards for atemmesgnting children
dependency proceedings? in dependency proceedings.

SDEBAR NOTES

I In 2008, the Michigan legislature enacted SB 669 (Act 200, Public Act of 2068ymdrighother
thingsfi requirescourts tod o b ttha ¢hitds views regarding the permanency plamanaer that is

appropriate to the childds ageb6.
T I'n practice, many Michigan attorneys are folll
maturity.

I An ABA studyseverayears ago confirmed that courts do appoint a second attorney whésethere
conflict.

I In Michigan, training is handled by counties. Most, but not all, counties require training. Training i
availablé¢hrought he st ate Court Administratords Offide.
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

Minnesote

Grade: C

Points: 20 out of 40

0The chil d. .has the right to eff e
proceeding in juvenile court.....if the child, pageatdian, or custodian desires

counsel but is unable to employ it, the court shall appoint counsel to represen
child who is ten years of age or ol

Basis for deduction: Minnesota law requires the appointment seélcmly for
children ten years of age or older.

2. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law define the duration of
the appointment?

Points: 10 out of 10

OEvery party and p arepresentédpycounsellingesgeryt
juvenile protection matter, includ]
25.01).

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law require the attorney to
advocate for theexpressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

Points: 20 out of 20

Under Minnesota law, when an attorney is appointed to represent a child, it a

that the role of the attorney is t
the appointment of a guardian ad |
0Counsel for the child shall not a

260C.163(3)(d)).

4. To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the
chil dés counse
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 0 out of 10

Basis for deduction: Minnesota law contains no statewide mandatory training
education reqrements for attorneys representing children in dependency
proceedings.

5. Does state law expressly give
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of
the rights of a party?

Points: 10 out of 10

OA ch
inter

t hotectienumhtieresitali have the rigit e

d who 1is
n partydé (Minn. R. Juyv

il
vene as a
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6. Do the Rules of Professional
Conduct (or th
equivalentthereto) pertaining to
liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

Points: 10 out of 10

OWhen a clientds capacity to make a
representation is diminished, whether because of minority, mental impairmmast,
other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reasonably possible, maintain a norm:
| awyer relationship with the client

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
childrends cou
dependency poceedings?

Points: 0 extra credit points

Minnesota law does not address caseload standards for attorneys representin
in dependency proceedings.

SDEBAR NOTES

each

matter.

I The

|  State officials who objected to the nature of this report opined that scarce
resources should be spent on seeking federal legislation and funding for al
children. These officials believe that federal and Minnesota child protectio
laws properly requirke appointment of a GuardiahLitem to advocate for

Chi | dIniativé annudlly grdvides teaining to all child
protection system stakeholders, specifically attorneys.

-

childodos best interest s, not t h

suggested that funding for legal representation for parents is a more pressing
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

A MississIpp

-

Score: 96

Points: 40 out of 40

In every case involving an abused or neglected child which results in a judicie
proceeding, the court foehat he aplipioli ¢
Rules of Youth Court Practice, Rule 13(a)). In cases where the court appoint
layperson as guardian ad litem, the court shall also appdiotreay to represent
the child (Miss. Uniform Rules of Youth Court Practice, R(&)).

2. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law define the duration of
the appointment?

Points: 10 out of 10

O[ T] he child shall be repr es e2i-20&)d

0 A attorney who has entered his appearance shall not be permitted to withdi
from the case until a timely appeal if any has been decided, except by leave ¢
court then exercising jurisdiction of the cause after notice of his intended with
isserveby him on the par £22¢¥20{5). r epr esen

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law require the attorney to
advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

Points: 200out of 20

The role of the childds attorney i:

Uniform Rules of Youth Court Practice, Rule 13(f)).

4. To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the
chil dés counstate
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 6 out of 10

Basis for deduction: Although Mississippi law requires training for GALs (who
may not be attorneys)n order to be eligible for anpagintment as a guardian ad
litem, such attorney or lay person must have received child protection and juv
justice training provided by or approved by the Mississippi Judicial College wit
year immediately preaedj s uc h a (Mpso Calddnm& AR1421), it
does not expressly mandatdtidisciplinaryraining for attorneys appointed to
represent children in dependency proceedings.

5. Does state law expressly giv
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant

Points: 10 out of 10

Mississippi law recognizes the party status of children in dependency proceed
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thereto? If not, does state law (Miss. Code Ann. 84320 1) . o0AIl I parties to a
expressly give the child some off at any hearing in which an investigation, record or report is admitted in evidenc
the rights of a party? subpoena, confront and examine the person who prepared or furnishedtuata fi
report; and (b) to intro2lll68)evi dRa
oral or written notice of the time, place and purpose of the hearing shall be giwv
child; to his or her parent, guardian or custodian; to his or her gualitiam, éfcany;
and to his or her counsel 6 (Miss. C
§4321-309). The youth court may exclude the attendance of a child from a hea
neglect and abuse cases only oOowith
4321-203).

6. Do the Rules of Professional | Points: 10 out of 10

Conduct (or th

equivalentthereto) pertainingtof The chi |l dés at t or nsefundwited loyalty, cantdentiatite ar
liability and confidentiality competent representation to the child or minor as is due an adult client pursua
apply to attorneys representing | Mississippi Rules of Professional Conduct (M3182@1(4)).

children in dependency
proceedings? OWhen a clientds abil it yonsimconmatiorewitatd
representation is impaired, whether because of minority, mental disability or fo
other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reasonably possible, maintain a normi

|l awyer relationship w@ondubtl.idhe cl i ent
Extra Credit: Does state law Points: 0 extra credit points
address caseload standards for
childrends couf Mississippi law does not address caseload standards for attorneys representin
dependency proceedings? in dependengyroceedings.

SDEBAR NCHS

I Mississippadvocates notdtat, while the stataws are positive, actgtdte practicis much less
impressive If the grade were to reflect practice it wealdemuchlower. For exampleglthough state
law merits a perfect score for Criteria ¢tdte practiceeritsonly 15 points out of 40. The basis for
this deduction is that many courts use a CASA as a GAL and may or may not appoint an attorngy in
addition.

I Similar deductiomaightbemade in the other categories asifvgglhded on implementation of
Mississippi law. For example two youth courts are run the sawigh some countiegppointing
private attorney® juvenile casashileothers haga GAL/attorney pair work on treasemany GALs
never get a chance to meet their cliantscourtiecisions are inconsistent, and these decisions are |not
reviewed because juvenile cases are rarely appealed. First $tsgan€hi | dr ends AdqvV (
on Mississippi to complyith thelawsit has duly adopted regarding legal representation for childrer] in
dependency proceedings.

| In practice, GALs are always attormaysf appointed in two or more casttey mushave training.
While this is a great start, we suggesalitattorneys be required to have training and that this
requirement be codified in state law.
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

MiSSourl

Score: 61

Points: 15 out of 40

oln every case involving an abused
proceeding, the judge shall appoint a guardian at laemappear f or
the child (A 210.160 R.S. Mo.). 0 Ol

Missouri and, when authorized by law, a court appointed special advocate vo
sworn in as an officer of the court shall be appointed toagtiasdian ad litem fol
a childé (MO GAL Sstds. of Prac. 1.1

The court shall appoint counsel for a juvenile prior to the filing of a petition if &
request is made therefore to the court and the court finds that the juvenile is <
to juvenile procelngs and that the juvenile making the request is indigent (Mo
Ct. R. 116.01(b)). When a petition has been filed, the court shall appoint cou
the juvenile when necessary to assure a full and fair hearing. (Mo. Sup. Ct. R
116.01(c)).

Basidor deduction: Although Missouri statutory law mandates the appointmer
GAL for a child in a dependency proceeding, that person may or may not be ¢
attorney. Under court rule, the appointment of an attorney for a juvenile is not
automatic (prior thiéling of a petition, a request must be made and the juvenile
be indigent, and after the filing of a petition, the court must find that the appoi
of counsel for a juvenile is necessary to assure a full and fair hearing).

2. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law define the duration of
the appointment?

Points: 10 out of 10

0Counsel shall serve for all stage:
by the court for good cause showmadfappeal is taken, services of counsel are
terminated following the entry of

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law require the attorney to
advocate fo the expressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

Points: 6 out of 20

Missouri law requis@ GALto advocate for the best interests of the almittio

ascertain the childods wishes and i |
guadi an ad |litem are not in agreemer
of Prac. 13.0).

Basis for deducti on: Mi ssour i | Boman

attorney serving asreqairsthehGAL to arisulate At ,
not advocate for, the wishes of the child when they are not in agreement with
GALS6s recommegM@aGAlbnStds. of Prac.
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4. To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the
chil dés colnpdae
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 10 out of 10

For attorneys serving as GALs, Missouri law sets forth multidisciplinary trainin
requirements, which include topics such as culturedhamcl diversity and gender

specific issues, family and domestic violence issues, community resources an
and child development issues, among other things (MO GAL Stds. of Prac. 1€

5. Does state law expressly give
the child the legal statusof a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of
the rights of a party?

Points: 10 out of 10

o6Partybd
110.05(1

means a juvenile who is th
9enile officer shalllgige nptiae orally or, if possible, in writing

the date, time and place of the protective custody hearing. Notice shall be pro\
all parties, including the parents, guardian or custodian, children's division or o
legalcusodi an, and the guardian ad | ite

and the
hearingbéd

juvenileds custodian shal/l
(MO Sup. Ct. R. 117.01(a))

6. Do the Rules of Professional
Conduct (or th
equivalentthereto) pertaining to
liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

Points: 10 out of 10

OWhen a

clientds coonpsideced degisionsan comaektion wa

representation is diminished, whether because of minority, mental impairment,
some other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reasonably possible, maintain a

clientl awy er

rel at i o(v® R.ioffProivConducta.16(a)). c | i

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
childrends cou
dependency proceedings?

Points: 0 extra credit points

Missouri law does not address caseload standards for attorneys represkatirig «
dependency proceedings.

SDEBAR NOTES

I Missourids new Supreme Court Rules, going into

for all juvenile hearings if necessary to provide a full and fair hearing and will no longer require indigency &
for appointing cauosel for abused or neglected children.

In 2008, the Missouri legislature amended Chapter 484 RSMo. to require that the Supreme Court's Guardi
Litem Standards "shall be adopted statewide and each circuit shall develop a plan for implementdtem whid
into account the individual needs of their circuit as well as the negative impact that excessive caseload ha
effectiveness of counsel. These plans shall be approved by the Supreme Court en banc and fully implemg
July 1, 2RSMb.O As(adelult, thd Supreme Court has directed its Family Court Committee to rg
the current standards and submit recommendations for revisions as appropriate. This committee is also cH
with developing a template for the circuits to use géhaxioping their plan for implementation. This review
process is currently underway.
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

Montana

Score 79

Points: 40 out of 40

o[ T] he court shall i mmediately
youth involved in a proceeding under a petition filed pursuarB# 212 6
Code Anno., § 43-425).

app:
(M

2. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law define the duration of
the appointment?

Points: 10 out of 10

OAny party involved
all proceedings held pursuanttoghet i t i ono

i -8422haptleetright to coumsel
( M®41h3t425). Co d

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law require the attorney to
advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

Points: 3 out of 20

Basidor deduction: Montana law is vague with regard to the role of counsel
appointed for children in dependency proceedings.

4. To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the
chil dés counse
law? Is such eduation and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 6 out of 10

Montana | aw requires that a GAL, wt
received appropriate training that
appointed representat3ild®®edé ( Mont . Cc

Basis for deduction: Montafaw does not require training of attorneys appointe:
pursuant to § 43425, but does require training for GALs

5. Does state law expressly give] Points: 10 out of 10

the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law
expressy give the child some of
the rights of a party?

Montana law gigehildren party status in dependency proceedings (see, e.g., Ir
& A.P., 2001 MT 219, 306 M 430, 35 P3d 291 (2001)) and requires the child tc
notice of least some hearings (see, e.g., Mont. Code Ann8:18%)1
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6. Do the Rules of Professional | Points: 10 out of 10
Conduct (or th
equivalentthereto) pertainingtof o When a cl i entds capacity to make

a

liability and confidentiality representation is diminished, whether because of minority, mental impairment
apply to attorneys representing | some other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reagossiblg, maintain a normal

children in dependency clientit awyer relationship with the cli
proceedings?

Extra Credit: Does state law Points: 0 extra credit points

address caseload standards for

chil drends c oun Montanalaw doamt address caseload standards for attorneys representing ch
dependency proceedings? dependency proceedings.

SDEBAR NOTE

|  Montanaadvocates note thatthesbae Const i t uti on provides that o]

]t

include, but not bmited to, all the fundamental rights of this Article unless specifically precluded by laws which

enhance the protection of such personsdé (Mont.
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

Nebraske

Score 76

.

Points: 40 out of 40

0The court shall appoint an attorn:
act as his or her own counsel and as counsel jovémde, unless there are speci
reasons in a particular case why the guardian ad litem or the juvenile or both
have separate co2m®@el 6 (R. R. S. Neb

2. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
statelaw define the duration of
the appointment?

Points: 10 out of 10

The attorney GAL provides

Neb. § 4272(1)).

represen:

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
statelaw require the attorney to
advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

Points: 3 out of 20

Basis for deduction: Nebraska law is vague with regard to the role of counsel
gopointed for children in dependency proceedings.

4. To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the
chil dés counse
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 3 out of 10

O[ Al n att or n e ythetourtshsa gaaplipnoad litetmdod a juvenile
shall have completed six (6) hours of specialized training provided by the

Administrative Office of the Court .... Thereafter, in order to maintain eligibility
appointed and to serve as a guamtiditem, an attorney shall complete three (3)
hours of specialized t401ai ni ng per

Basis for deduction: Although the provision quoted above appears to require ¢
to have specialized training, Nebraska law also proeidest® i f t he |
that an attorney with the training required herein is unavailable within the cour

Grade: C

or she may appoint an attor nd}). witt
5. Does state law expressly give§] Points: 10 out of 10
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenantj o0 Par t i es means t he-2i4bydrRi)l)ed OR.OR.

thereto? If not, does state law place, and purpose of any juvenile court hearing subsequent to the initial heari
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expressly give the child someoffwhi ch a summons or notice has been

the rights of a party?

(R.R.S. Neb. 8 £57(2)). Atleastin proceedings to terminate parental rights, a
parties have the right to testify (R.R.S. Neb2§2.81).

6. Do the Rules of Professional
Conduct (or th
equivalentthereto) pertaining to
liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

Points: 10 out of 10

OWhen a clientds capacity to make a
representation is diminished, whether because of minonitg| imgairment or for

some other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reasonably possible, maintain a
clientit awyer relationship with the cli:

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
c hi | dcouaselins
dependency proceedings?

Points: 0 extra credit points

Nebraska law does not address caseload standards for attorneys representing
in dependency proceedings.

SDEBAR NOTE

I While Nebraska gives judges the flexibility to appoint attorneys without sp&ciafidied
adLitem training, advocateote thathis exception is not used often and is included only
so that children in rural areasndblose the opportunity for cowgisimply because there
are no specially trained attorneys in the area. We encourage Nebraska to make chanpes
laws to require training for all attorneys representing children.
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

Nevada

Score 71

Points: 15 out of 40

0The court may, iif it finds it

(Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 432B.420).

app’

Basis for dedition: While Nevada law requires the appointment of a GAL,
appointment of an attorney for a child is discretionary.

2. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law define the duration of
the appointment?

Points: 10out of 10

Representation by an attorney is pl
pursuant to NRS 432B. 410 to 432B. 5"

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law require the attorney to
advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

Points: 200out of 20

olf the child is represented by an attorney, the attorney has the same authorit
rights as an attorney representipgrty to the proceedingéNev. Rev. Stat. Ann. §
432B421)), representing children in a clidinected manner

4. To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the
chil dés counse
law? Is such educatiorand/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 6 out of 10

Basis for deduction: Nevada law does not specify any training requirements fc
attorneys appointed to represent children pursuant to Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. 8
432B.420; howey, some training is required for some special advocates appoi
serve as a chil dds GAL.

5. Does state law expressly give
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of
the rights of a party?

Points: 10out of 10

If the child is represented by an attorNeyada law affords childrémerights of a
partyto the proceedinds of fhe ghild is represented by an attorney, the attorney
the same authority and rights as an attorney representing a party to the péocee
(Nev. Rev. Stat. Anf§ 432B420(1), 128.100(})
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6. Do the Rules of Professional
Conduct (or th
equivalentthereto) pertaining to
liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

Points: 10 out of 10

oOWhen a cl i makeddsquately poasaerdd ylecisians in connection
representation is diminished, whether because of minority, mental impairment
some other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reasonably possible, maintain a
clientlawyer relationshipiwt h t he c¢cl i ent 6 ( NV R. o

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
childrends cou
dependency proceedings?

Points: 0 extra credit points

Nevada law does not address caseload standards for agpnesesting children in
dependency proceedings.

SDEBAR NOTE

child.

attorneys in Nevada t

Before any

I InN e v aldrgeétsounty, Clark CourtheChi | dr
Attorneys Project, founded in 1999, represdmaut
onehalfof all children in thehild welfarsystemthat
number continuet® grow each yeaAdvocates note
that here is a commitment among key stakeholders to
secure the funding to ensure representation of every

I Education and trainirayeprioritesf or chi | dr

Project, d of theattorneys participate in training offered
by the National Association of Counsel for Children.

case for representatidwe/she isequired to attend a
training offered bthe Projectvhich includes a child
welfare judge or hearing master and attorneys. Beforé
pro bono attornesacceptheirfirst cassg they are
required to
to review first steps. Every other mottib, Project

of fers a o0drop ind sessi
attorney with a children
their case. Training is often tailored to special (Esues
representing young children, representing children wit
mental health issues, ptnd some trainings include
experienced child psychologists

the Childrend

pro bono atto

me et with an
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New
Hampshire

Score 66 Grade: D

1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

Points: 15 out 0f40

0ln cases involving a neglected or
expressed interests conflict with the recommendation for dispositional orders
guardian ad litem, the court may appoint an attorney to represent thedftbeest:
childo -GIR)SA 169

Basis for deduction: under New Hampshire law, appointment of an attorney tc
represent a child is discretionary.

2. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law define the duration of
the appointment?

Points: 5 out of 10

Basis for deduction: New Hampshire law does not expressly guarantee that ¢
will be represented by an attorney during appeals.

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
statelaw require the attorney to
advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

Points: 20 out of 20

0ln cases involving a neglected or
expressed interests conflict with the recendaation for dispositional orders of the
guardian ad litem, the court may appoint an attorney to represent the interest:
chil doé -Q:RIS®)) .16 90When an attorney is
representation may include counsel and investjgatpert and other services,
including process to compel the attendance of witnesses, as may be necessa
protect the righid40).of the childd (

4. To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the

¢ hi kodrse required by statq
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 6 out of 10

Basis for deduction: New Hampshire law does not require specific training for
attorneys appointed pursuantto RSAG89 However, New H

ad Litem Board has established training requirements that are mandatory for ¢
( 6 dnerdl guardian ad litem training shall consist of a single course of study ¢
16 hours of trainingysee Administrative RajeChapter GAL 303.02)
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5. Does state law expressly give
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of]
the rights of a party?

Points: 10 out of 10

06[ P] aratny i mad wirreggt 6 me-&:8(XXHd).hTaechildis | d ¢
entitled to notice (through his/her custodian) (RSACIBEKX).

6. Do the Rules of Professional
Conduct (or th
equivalentthereto) pertaining to
liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

Points: 10 out of 10

OWhen a clientds capacity to make a
representation is diminished, whether because of minority, mental impaifonent
some other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reasonably possible, maintain a
clientt awyer relationship with the cli:

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
childrends cou
dependency proceedings?

Points: 0 extra credit points

New Hampshire law does not provide caseload standards for attorneys appoin
pursuant to RSA 182:10.

SDEBAR NOTE

I New Hampshireds Court App

programensures that most children involved in
dependency proceedings have an advocate by their
side. While these efforts are commendable, First Std
and CAlstrongly encourage New Hampshire to take
steps t@nsuring thatvery childs also represented

by clietrdirectedegalcounsel.

1—
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency

Score 88

Points: 40 out of 40

Any minor who is the subjectaf chi | d abuse or negl ¢

proceedings? represented by a |l aw guardianoé whi
represent minors in abuse/neglect cases NJ}823;8:.21.

2. When an attorney is Points: 5 out of 10

appointed for a child in

dependencyproceedings, does [ New Jersey | aw provides that oany |

state law define the durationof fnegl ect proceeding must -828. r.

the appointment?

Basis for deduction: New Jersaydoes not expressly ensure counsel on appea
children in dependency proceedings.

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law require the attorney to
advocate for the expresed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

Points: 20 out of 20

omust
express

mi nor
hi m

Any
hel p

4. To what extent are
specializededucation and/or
training requirements for the
chil dés counse
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 8 out of 10

0ln selecting attorneys t e PgbicDefenden ¢
shall take into consideration the nature, complexity and other characteristics ¢
cases, the services to be perfor mec
trial and other legal experience and other relevant fattwiffice of the Public
Defender shall ensure that an attorney selected ...has received training in repi
clients in child abuse and neglect and termination of parental rights actions frc
Office of the Public Defender or will receive sucivalgunt training, as soon as
practicabl e, from ot-i54(c).sourceso (1
Basis for deduction: New Jersey law does not expressly require the training tc
multidisciplinary elements.

90 SecorktitionA CHILD BRIGHT TO COUNSEL

New Jerse

Grade: B



5. Does state law expressly give
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of
the rights of a party?

Points: 5 out of 10

New Jersey law provides children with the right to counsel, notice of placemen
hearimgs, and right to contribute at proceedings. NJ -882369:@.21; N.J. Div. of
Youth and Fam. Servs vs. E.P., 196 N.J.88 (2008).

Basis for deduction: New Jersey law does not expressly give children the statt
party.

6. Do the Rules of Professional
Conduct (or th
equivalentthereto) pertaining to
liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

Points: 10 out of 10

OWhen a client ds emsiddred tlegisionson conadctmsn vétlal
representation is impaired, whether because of minority, mental disability or fo
other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reasonably possible, maintain a norm:
l awyer rel ati oNkRof ProfvCortiddct 1t14dae cl i ent

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
childrends <cou
dependency proceedings?

Points: 0 extra credit points

New Jersey law does not address caseload standards for attorneys representi
in dependency proceedings.

SDEBAR NOTES

I New Jersey has many naigiplinary training programs in place for attorneys.

I Although New Jersey law does not expressly ensure counsel for children on gppe
the Office of Law Guardiands Appelll a:
continues to represent children up until their finaltpasiination hearing. First
Star ad CAl commend New Jersey for providing counsel for children on appedl,
and encourage the State to codify that requirement in law.

A NATIONAL REPORTCARD ON LEGAL REPRESENTATION FORABUSED& NEGLECTED CHILDREN 91



1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

New MexIco

Score 92

Points: 40 out of 40

0At the inception of an abuse and
guardian ad litem forchild under fourteen years of age. If the child is fourteen
of age or older, the court shall appoint an attorney for the child....Only an atto
with appropriate experience shall be appointed as guardian ad litem of or attc
t he c hi Stad Ann.(§8182AM0(C)).

2. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law define the duration of
the appointment?

Points: 10 out of 10

oUnl ess excused
the child in any

by a court, anepsent
subsequlr@B).appeal:

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law require the attorney to
advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in a client

Points: 12 out of 20

Only children fourteen years of age or older receiveditexted representation,
with the attorney required to zealously represent the child (N.M. Stat. An#- § <
10(F)).

directed manner? Basis for deduction: For children |
zealously represent the c¢h#4106pH.s be:

4. To what extent are Points: 10 out of 10

specialized education and/or

training requirements for the Attorneys and attorney GALs o0shall

c hi | odnded required by statg
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

knowledge about children, the physicapagdhological formation of children and
the i mpact of ethnicity on-184). chi | d¢

5. Does state law expressly give
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of
the rights of a party?

Points: 10 out of 10

0[ Tl]he child alleged to heedegfecba
party to Oproceedings on petitions
ordered serviceso6 (1RI(BWY3)). T@echild @ endtledis
notice and service of pleadings (tgrou hi s/ her att or ney
Ct.Rule1@a 04) . OAny party may appeal f

appeals in the manner pro-ti7ded by |
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6. Do the Rules of Professional
Conduct (or th
equivalentthereto) pertaining to
liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

J Points: 10 out of 10

0The attorney s hal oflegalrrepreserdation aind be bsuadn
the same duties to the child as is due an adult client, in accordance with the ru
professional condud7XA)(N. M. Stat. A

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
c hi | dcouaselins
dependency proceedings?

Points: 0 extra credit points

New Mexico law does not address caseload standards for attorneys represent
children in dependency proceedings.

SDEBAR NOTE

I The New Mexico Chi |l dr ethelasgestammual tonfarences| u t
for childrends attorneys in the nati|or
by the National Association for Chilldr
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

Score 98
!

Points: 40 out of 40

McKi nneyds Family Court Act A 249(.
three, seven, ten or t&nof this act or whereravocation of an adoption consent i
opposed . . . or in any proceeding under § 358;c§ 8584 or § 384 of the social

services law or when a minor is sought to be placed in protective custody . . .
family court shall appoint a law guardiangeesent a minor who is the subject of
the proceeding or who is sought to be placed in protective custody, if indepen

|l egal representation is not avail a
2. When an attorney is Points: 10 out of 10
appointed for a child in )
dependency proceedings, doesf Mc Ki nney6s Family Court Act A 1120

state law define the duration of
the appointment?

been appointed by the family court pursuant to § 249 of this act . . . the appoi
shall continue ithout further court order or appointment where (i) the law guart
on behalf of the child files a notice of appeal, or (ii) where a party to the origin
proceeding files a notice of appeal. The law guardian may be relieved of his
representation upon dpmation to the court to which the appeal is taken for
termination of the appointment. Upon approval of such application the court s
appoint another law guardian.

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state lawrequire the attorney to
advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

Points: 20 out of 20

N.Y.Ct.Rules, A 7.2 states that (d
the subject, the attorney for the child mustal ousl y advocat e
Further, the rule provides that oI

considered judgment, the attorney for the child should be directed by the wist
the child, even if the attorney for the chéteves that what the child wants is nof

the child's best interests. o
4. To what extent are Points: 8 out of 10
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the o[ A] 'l attorneys for children, i ncl
childds counsefland ongoing trainingdé as-bprovided I

law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multi disciplinary elements?

Basis for deductioAlthough § 24® requires specialize t r ai ni ng f «
attorneys, it is only in the field of domestic violence and is not multidisciplinary
scope.
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5. Does state law expressly give
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of
the rights of a party?

Points: 5 out of 10

Basis for deducti on:urWhiAcet Mc KlioOnlnée y
notices and reports required bNewlkakn
law does not expressly give children party status.

6. Do the Rules of Professional
Conduct (or th
equivalentthereto) pertaining to
liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

Points: 10 out of 10

N.Y.Ct.Rules, A 7.2(b) declares tha
requirements applicableatblawyers, including but not limited to constraints on: «
parte communication; disclosure of client confidences and attorney work prodt
conflicts of interest; and becoming

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseloadtandards for
childrends cou
dependency proceedings?

Points: 5 extra credit points

oSubject to adjustment based on the factors in subdivision (b), the number of ¢
represented at any given time by an attorney appointed pursuant to seatite 24
Family Court Act shall not exceedd22(NYCRR 8§127).5

SDEBAR NOTE

I In 2009 the New York Legislature amended the Family Court Act to, am¢ng
other things, require attorneys for children to receive training or educatign in
domestiosiolence prevention (A. 9017, Ch. 476, Statutes of 2009).
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North
Carolina

Score 82 Grade:

1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

Points: 40 out of 40

N.CGSA 8M01 mandates that owhen in ¢
abused or neglected, the court shall appoint a guardian ad litem to represent
juvenile. 6 Furthermore, O0[i]n ever:’
guardian adtém, an attorney shall be appointed in the case in order to assure

protection of the juvenileds | egal
2. When an attorney is Points: 10 out of 10
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings,doesf The chil dés attorney has oO0standing
state law define the durationof fat t or neyds oappoi ntment shall term
the appointment? for the juvenile aICKG.SApHFBOLed OAppe
order permitted under G.S.-1B01 may be taken by aJuvenlle actlng through tt
juvenileds guardian ad | i66fM. pr Blv C.
7B-1002(1).
3. When an attorney is Points: 6 out of 20
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, doesf Per Ch. 8 of the North Carolina Col
state law require the attorney toff ad Liten means o0for the | awsuit.é The v

advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

the court who is appointed to protect the interests of minors. The phrase Gua
Litem as a whole therefore refers to one who protects and represents the chil
purpcse of the court action, which, in this case, includes all matters surroundi
petition for abuse, neglect, or de
volunteer factor any wishes expressed by the child into a determination of be:
interest. Th&AL makes recommendations to the court based on best interes!
al so conveys any wishes expressed

Basis for deduction: The attor@&4L is required to articulate but not advocate 1
the expressed wishes of the child.

4.To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the
chil dés counse
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 6 out of 10

OA volunteer muef reqpleed B8B0Oahbunce
certified and experienced GAL trairtr
continuing education on advocacy i ¢

Basis for deduction: Training is only reglior attorneys who are also serving a:
GAL.
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5. Does state law expressly give
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of
the rights of a party?

Points: 10 out of 10

Ofe juvenile is a party (NOGAABBaALt i

6. Do the Rules of Professional | Points: 10 out of 10

Conduct (or th
equivalentthereto) pertaining to
liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

oThe following acts or omissions by a member of the North Carolina State Bar
attorney admitted for limited pracéicghall constitute misconduct and shall be
grounds for discipline whether the aatraission occurred in the course of an
attorneyclient relationship or otherwisq: he]violation of the Rules of Professioni
Conduct adopted and promulgated by the Council in effect at the time af the a
(N.C. Gen. Stat. § @8(b)(2)). oWhen a cliefd capacity to make adequately
considered decisions in connection with a representation is diminished, whetht
because of minority, mental impairment or for some other reason, the lawyer s
far as reasonably possible, maintain a normalalignetrelationship with the cliegnt
(N.C. Prof. Cond. Rule 1(&))

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
childrends <cou
dependency proceedings?

Points: 0 extra credit points

North Carolina law does not address casstaadards for attorneys representing
children in dependency proceedings.

SDEBAR NOTE

I GAL attorneys are required by contract to completg
training within six months of signing their contract for
the first time. All GAL attorneys are invited and
encouraged to attend all trainings offered by the GAL
Program and Court Improvement Project, both under
the Administrative Office of the Courts.
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

North
Dakota

Score 55

Points: 15 out of 40

ol f, at any time in the proceeding
are, or may be, inadequately represented, dppint an attorney to represent the
childé (N.D.-20824¢).. Code, A 27

Basis for deduction: North Dakota law provides that the appointment of couns
child is discretionary.

2. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependencyproceedings, does
state law define the duration of
the appointment?

Points: 5 out of 10

Basis for deduction: When an attorney is provided for a child, the appointmen
appears to last through the juvenile court process (see N.D. Cent. G@0e, § 27
26(1))however, North Dakota law does not assure counsel for children on ap

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law require the attorney to
advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

Points: 20 out of 20

The role of counsel appointed to r
wi shes, 6 while a guardian ad |item
Department of Human Services, Wraparound Case ManagemeMdainlaly §
64140-10).

4. To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the
chil dés counse
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 0 out of 10

Basis fodeduction: North Dakota law does not set forth specialized education
and/ or training requirements for ct

5. Does state law expressly give
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of
the rights of a party?

Points: 5 out of 10

0The court shall dinspfadeprvaten pioceading to t
parents, guardian, or other custodian, a guardian ad litem, and any other pers«
appear to the court to be proper or necessary parties to the proceeding, requir
to appear before the court at the timedficeanswer the allegations of the petition
The summons must also be directed to the child if the child is fourteen or more
of age or is alleged to be a de2bia2nq
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Basis for deduction: Although N.Der@. Code 82202 6 ( 3) def i nes
include the child, it is only for the limited purposes set forth in2@&287and 2:20-
49,

6. Do the Rules of Professional § Points: 10 out of 10

Conduct (or th
equivalentthereto) pertaining to
liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

OWhen a clientds capacity to make a
representation is limited, whether because of minority, mergtiment, or for some
other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reasonably possible, maintain a norms
| awyer relationship with the client

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
c hi | dlcoumseldn
dependency proceedings?

Points: 0 extra credit points

North Dakota law does not address caseload standards for attorneys represen
children in dependency proceedings.
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for

Ohilo

Score 86

children in dependency OA child [in a dependency proceedi
proceedings? all stages of the pAn8HEABI2Nngsd ( Oh|
2. When an attorney is Points: 5 out of 10

appointed for a child in

dependency proceedings, doesj A child is entitled to | egal repr e:

state law define the duration of
the appointment?

[Clhapter [2151] or Chapter 2152 of the Revised Code (Ohio Rev. Code Ann.
2151.352).

Basis for deduction: Although the appointment of counsel for children extends
through the entire juvenile court process, Ohio law does not assure children
continued representation on appeal.

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law require the attorney to
advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

Points: 20 out of 20

t hat a
nterest:

oWhen t he
attorney

compl aint al

ges
to represent eA))i

| e
t heA))

4. To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the
chil dés counse
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 6 out of 10

0ln order to serve as shalhagve, ata chinimum, thec
following training: (1) Successful completion of-agukéce training course to qual
for appointment and thereafter, successful completion of continuing education
training in each succeeding calendar year to quatifpfort i nued app
Sup. R. 48).

Basis for deduction: Training is only required for gugsediditem, who may or may
not be attorneys (Ohio Sup. R. 48).

5. Does state law expressly giv
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law

Points: 5 out of 10

06Partyd means a cjhiManiwlheo daourttheprs
P. 2). Ohio Juv. R. 4 and Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 2151.352 similarly imply part
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expressly give the child someoffi n r el ation to children in juvenile

the rights of a party? action and the child's guardian adrihotice of the adjudicatory and dispositional
hearings in accordance with the Juv
0The court shall give notice of the

every interested party, including, butinagted to, the appropriate agency employe
who are responsible for the child's care and planning, the child's parents, any |
who had guardianship or legal custody of the child prior to the custody order, tl
child's guardian ad litem, and the 6hildl Ohi o Rev. Code An

Basis for deduction: The child is not guaranteed to be present at all proceeding
oshall not be summoned unless the ¢

6. Do the Rules of Professional | Points: 10 out of 10
Conduct (or th
equivalentthereto) pertainingtof 0 When a court ap p oas loththe guardiaa adtlitenn ane agtor

liability and confidentiality for a child, the attorney shall adv
apply to attorneys representing | wishes in accord with the Rules of Professional Conduct. Attorneys who are t
children in dependency as both guardian ad litem and attorneuldthe aware of Rule 3.7 of the Rules of

proceedings? Professional Conduct and act accord
Extra Credit: Does state law Points: 0 extra credit points

address caseload standards for

childrend&s c ourfOhiolaw a@es not address caseload standards for attorneys representing childi
dependency proceedings? dependency proceedings.
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for

Oklahona

Score 93 (€= Lo [SHAY

Points: 40 out of 40

children in dependency 0The court shalll ensure that the ¢
proceedings? throughout the pendency o fl-4306&)0GW e p
2. When an attorney is Points: 10 out of 10

appointed for a child in

dependency proceedings, doesf 6 The court shall ensure that the ¢
state law define the duration of § throughout he pendency of t he de{3060ANSYH.d &

the appointment?

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in

Points: 20 out of 20

dependency proceedings,doesfA chi |l dds attorney oO0shall represen:
state law require the attorney to§ (10 Ok St Ann. 7003.7(A)(2)(C)).

advocate for the expressed

wishes of the child in a client

directed manner?

4. To what extent are Points: 3 out of 20

specialized education and/or

training requirements for the It is the intent of the | eg ispecifictraining

chil dés counsage
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

on child abuse and neglect and domestic ehlEnmade available to professiona
Oklahoma with responsibilities affecting children, youth, and families, includin
not | imited to: .l awy e-223b)2p ubl i c

Basis for deduction: Oklahoma law encouragesdig s not requi
to obtain specialized education and/or training.

5. Does state law expressly give] Points: 10 out of 10

the child the legal status of a

party with all rights appurtenantf The child is o0a party ##460LE)RD. procee

thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of
the rights of a party?
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6. Do the Rules of Professional | Points: 10 out of 10
Conduct (or th

equivalentthereto) pertainingtof o When a cl i entds capacity to make a
liability and confidentiality representation is diminished, whether because of minority, mental impairment
apply to attorneys representing | some other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reasonably possible, maintain a
children in dependency clientit awyer relationship with -ARdeld4d)):

proceedings?

Extra Credit: Does state law Points: 0 extra credit points

address caseload standards for

chil dr eelins c¢ o u ] Oklahoma law does not address caseload standards for attorneys representin
dependency proceedings? in dependency proceedings.

SDEBAR NOTE

Il On May 21, 2009, the Okl ah o made, Wwhch took bffedt ju r
immediately upon enactment. Among other things, the new Code expressly provides that
children are parties to dependency court proceedings and requires the cowet tioadthe
child is represented by independent counsel throughout the pendency of the action.
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

Oregon

Score 83

Points: 20 out of 40

o do so, t
.195) .

oOWhenever
or ward?éo

requested t
(O.R.S. 4198B
Basis for deductioktnder Oregon law, attorneys are not automatically providec
children in dependency proceedings (the court must be requested to do so).

2. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in

Points: 10 out of 10

dependency proceedings, doesfoUnl ess ot her wi se specified by wri:
state law define the durationof fc ounsel shall expire when the ti me
the appointment? Court R. 11.020).

3. When an attorney is Points: 20 out of 20

appointed fora child in

dependency proceedings, doesf o When representing...children capal
state law require the attorneytof and shoul d advocate for the clientd
advocate for the expressed substitute counsel 6s judgment for
wishes of the child in a client they are not to be perceived to be

directed manner?

Stamlards for Representation in Juvenile Dependency Cases 3.4).

4. To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the
childds counse
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 10 out of 10

In addition to having knowledge of juvenile law case law, standards, and proc
Oregon requires childrends counsel
materials, including information relating to speciaholucdisabilities, immigratior
etc. (Public Defense Services CommigQiaaljfication Standards forApporhted
Counsel to Represent Financially Eligible Persons atSaatealrokhe (58.

5. Does state law expressly give
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of
the rights of a party?

Points: 10 out of 10

OParties to pr oce ade®ORS. 4198.100 hne 41PBI500
are...[t]l]he child or the ward. é Fur
limited to: (a) The right to notice of the proceeding and copies of the petitions,
answers, motions and other papers; (b) Theaigppear with counsel and, except
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for interveners under subsection (1)(b) of this section, to have counsel appoint
otherwise provided by law; (c) The right to call witnessess)angse witnesses an
participate in hearings; (d) Therightokapd . . . 6 ( O. R. S -(&#). 4

6. Do the Rules of Professional
Conduct (or th
equivalentthereto) pertaining to
liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

Points: 10 out of 10

OWhen a clientds capacity to make a
representation is diminished, whether because of minority, mental impairment
some other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reasonably mpagsihie a normal

clientt awyer relationship with the cli:

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
childrends cou
dependency proceedings?

l

Points: 3extra credit points

OAttorneys appoi mrlyelidibletpersonsafstate expense mus
provide competent and adequate representation to each client. Neither defend
organizations nor assigned counsel shall accept workloads that, by reason of t
or complexity, interfere with providing cotepéand adequate representation or l¢
to the breach of professional oblig
Qualification Standards for Ceqtpointed Counsel to Represent Financially Elic
Persons at State Expense, Standard II).
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Pennsylvani

Score 82 Grade: B

1. Does state law mandate that § Points: 40 out of 40
attorneys be appointed for

children in dependency OWhen a proceeding...has been tiniti
proceedings? child...the court shall appoint a guardian ad litem to represent the legal intere:
the best interests of the child. T
Pa. Consol. Stat. § 6311). When a child is taken into custody, thellcapipioéhta
a GAL or |l egal counsel o0i mmediatel:’

prior to any proceeding, 6 and wher
shall appoint a guardian ad litem or legal counsel for the child whendedey
petition is filedo6 (Pa.R.J.C.P. N o

2. When an attorney is Points: 10 out of 10

appointed for a child in

dependency proceedings, doesf 6 The guardian ad | item shall be ch.
state law define the durationof §t he best interests of the child at
the appointment? 6311). 0O0Once an appearance i sil&gnt.

counsel shall represent the child until the closing of the dependency case, inc
any proceedings upon direct appeal

3. When an attorney is Points: 12 out of 20

appointed for a child in

dependency proceedings, doesfUnder Pennsyl vania | aw, when a chi

state law require the attorneytoj ( 3), (4) or ( 10p)e nodfe ntth ec hdielfdidn iitni osne

advocate for the expressed appoint a GAL who shall articul ate

wishes of the child in a client they can be ascertained and present to the court whatever evidence exists to

directed manner? the chil dds wi sah&6e3l(a) (8)®)). Ménen § €3dInisnot!
applicabl e, 0a party is entitled t.

child in the traditional attornelient role (42 Pa. Consol. Stat. § 6337).

Basis for deduction: Under Pennsylvanialentdirected counsel is required for
children with major exceptigehildren coming under certain definitions of

0dependent childdé are provided wit]|
the chil dds expr ess e dALmnsteadof dieadirectdd c
counsel when the child o0is without
education as required by law, or other care or control necessary for his physi
mental, or emotional h e a karelor,adoptionimo
violation of | awé; Oohas been aband:
is without a parent, guardian, or |

parental rights with regard to another child have been involtetarihated under

23 Pa.C.S. A 2511éwithin three yea

child and conduct of the parent poses a risk to the health, safety or welfare of
¢ h i (#2dP4. Consol. Stat. § 6337)
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4. To what extent are
specidized education and/or
training requirements for the

Points: 0 out of 10

Basis for deduction: Pennsylvania law does not requirbizgpkeducation and/or

childés counselftraining for childds counsel

law? Is such education and/or

training required to include

multidisciplinary elements?

5. Does state law expressly give] Points: 10out of 10

the child the legal status of a

party with all rights appurtenantJ] A oparty is a person who is legally

thereto? If not, does state law (Pa.R.J.C.P. No. 1120). 0The summo

expressly give the child someoff mor e years of agedé (42 Pa Co n s dWwith

the rights of a party? respect to the child, the court sha
permanency plan in a manner appropr
Consol. Stat. § 6351).

6. Do the Rules of Professional | Points: 10 out of 10

Conduct (or th

equivalentthereto) pertainingtof 0 When a cl i ent 6s canpsideced degisionsan comaektion wa

liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

representation is diminished, whether because of minority, mental impairment
some other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reasonably possible, maintain a
clientlawyer relationship with the clidha(RPC 1.14(a)).

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
childrends cou
dependency proceedings?

Points: 0 extra credit points

Pennsylvania law does not address caseload standards for attorneys represer
children in dependey proceedings.
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

Rhode
|sland

Score 84

TR T & g

Points: 40 out of 40

Within seven days of the Departnerit Chi | dren Youth at
petition, the court must assure that an attorney (either a guardian ad litem or .
attorney with the court appointed
represent the c¢hill7d@®)(3); R RIJuv. PGRules 15(t)@)
18(c)(3) ).

2. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law define the duration of
the appointment?

Points: 10 out of 10

Once an attorney has appeared in a matter, hightnued representation may n
be terminated without court permis:
children is continuingdé during the
jurisdiction d&amanhTonyMaaebhdldrceri, €@009%) 610 F..
Supp. 2d 171).

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law require the attorney to
advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

Points: 6 out of20

OA | awyer Guardian ad |item is not
the best interests of the child ra:
The GAL owi l | assure the chil dmateh a:

known to the Court even when not consistent with the recommendations of th

[ GAL] 6 (R. I F a m.-02¢ tAttorngy G ALis and att@megsdrom
the CASA office are both charged w
areservel ( R. | . Fam. C#3Q),&20.mi n. Order

Basis for deduction: Lawyer GALs and attorneys from the CASA office are re

to articulate, but not advocate f ol
4. To what extent are Points: 8 out of 10
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the ONo person shall be appointed as Gt

chil dés counse
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Family Courspecialized training program. Thereafter, to continue to be appoin
a guardian ad |Iitem, a person shall
Ct. Admin. Order 20062).

Basis for deduction: Although specialized education andiargrisi required for
attorneys serving as GALs, Rhode Island law does not expressly or impliedly
that training to include multidisciplinary elements.
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5. Does state law expressly give
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of]
the rights of a party?

Points: 10 out of 10

Under Rhode Island law, children are consigengies to the legal proceedings (s
egR.I.Gen.Laws840-12. 2(a): the permanency
goals and obligations of the department, parent(s), chill ethér pardies ( e mp
added)).

6. Do the Rules of Professional
Conduct (or th
equivalentthereto) pertaining to
liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

Points: 10 out of 10

OWhen a client6s cconsideced degisionsan comaektion wa
representation is diminished, whether because of minority, mental impairment
some other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reasonably possible, maintain a
client | awyer r el(RASup. €nfthVi Ruleividfal). t he

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
childrends cou
dependency proceedings?

Points: 0 extra credit points

Rhode Island law does not address caseload standards for attorneys represen
children in dependency proceedings.
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South
Carolina

Score 76 Grade: C

1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for

Points: 40 out of 40

children in dependency Independency r oceedings oO0[c]hildren must
proceedings? guardian ad | item by the7l620)mi |y co!
2. When an attorney is Points: 10 out of 10

appointed for a child in

dependency proceedings,doesf Sout h Carolina | aw ensures counsel

state law define the duration of
the appointment?

proceedi ngso (-3162D), whithidckidespappeals. A 6 3

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law require the attorney to
advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

Points: 6 out of 20
Whethheé chi léddss imosiotnifdn ct with the
best interests of the child t h ea u@ AhLo rilequestfor toansebto be
appointed for a chil d o6t obuatd vsouccaht ea p
court is discretionary (S.C. Ethics Advisory Gp408uly 2008)).

for deduction:
authorized to

Basi s
GAL i s

At t tanterestsy The #ttbrge
articulate bu:

4. To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the
chil dés counse
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 0 out of 10

Basis for deduction: South Carolina law does not require specialized educatio
training for childrends | egal counct

5. Does state law expressly give
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of
the rights of a party?

Points: 10 out of 10

06Party in inter ersitldd disn caltu doe sn etyh ea na
natural parent, an individual with physical or legal custody of the child, the fost
parent, and the | ocal fost ef20(&5%).r e r
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6. Do the Rules of Professional § Points: 10 out of 10
Conduct (or th

equivalent thereto)pertainingto fo When a cl i ent &8s ccnpsidered degisionsin comaektion wa
liability and confidentiality representation is diminished, whether because of minority, mental impairment
apply to attorneys representing | some other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reasonably possible, maintain a
children in dependency clientlawyer relationship with the clieRtife 407, Rule 1.14, SCACR).
proceedings?

Extra Credit: Does state law Points: 0 extra credit points

address caseload standards for

chil drends c ouf SouthCarolinalaw does not address caseload standards for attorneys represe
dependency proceedings? childen in dependency proceedings.

SDEBAR NOTE

I The General Assembly defe
Code, as previously contained in one chapter of Title] 20,
had become cumbersome and difficult tolns2008,
pursuant to Act 361, it transferred@b i | dr etm ¢ s
its own new titl€Title 63) TheGeneral Assembly
determined hat t he new Chiwildr|er
be a more accessible, practical resource for those wrkir
in the area of children's law.

I State advocates note that althdsghCode Ann. § 63
1620states that a child is entitled to a GAL and legal
counsel, in practice the appointment of legal counselis
rare unless recommended by the child welfare agengy or
the GAL where there is conflict between the best intdrest
recommendai on and t Heandevenih d ¢ s
those cases appointment of legal counsel is at the
discretion of the court.
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for

South
Dakota

Score 65

Points: 40 out of 40

children in dependency 0[ Tl he court shall appoint an attol
proceedings? (S.D. Codified Laws §8-88\-18).

2. When anattorney is Points: 10 out of 10

appointed for a child in

dependency proceedings,doesf The attorney appointed by the cour-
state law define the durationof fpr oceedi ng6é ( S26BA18)Codi fied Laws A

the appointment?

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law require the attorney to
advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

Points: 0 out of 20

0The attorneyr dmme deéret cthhd dc klsihlad 'l s
Laws § 2BA-18).

Basis for deducti on: Under Sout h D
childds best interests, not the c¢chi

4. To what extent are
specializededucation and/or
training requirements for the
chil dés counse
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 0 out of 10

Basis for deduction: South Dakota law does not require speedhlizatibn and/or
training for attorneys representing children in dependency proceedings.

5. Does state law expressly give
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of
the rights of a party?

Points: 5 out of 10

South Dakota law expressly provides childtarsane rights (the court should
advise the child of his/her oright
file, at the conclusion of the proceedings, a motion for a new hearing and, if the
motion is denied, thelawsi8g@At30)t o appe

Basis for deduction: South Dakota law does not expressly give children party <
dependency proceedings.
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6. Do the Rules of Professional | Points: 10 out of 10
Conduct (or th

equivalentthereto) pertainingtof o When a cl i entds capacity to make a
liability and confidentiality representation is diminished, whether because of minority, mental impaifonent
apply to attorneys representing | some other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reasonably possible, maintain a
children in dependency clientit awyer relationship wit hl18apme.14).1 i «

proceedings?

Extra Credit: Does state law Points: 0 extra credit points

address caseload standards for

chil drenids c ou i South Dakota law does not address caseload standards for attorneys represer
dependency proceedings? children in dependency proceedings.
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

Tennesse

Score 87 Grade:

Points: 40 out of 40

0The court at any stage of a [juvel
own motion, shall appoint a guardian ad litera &hild who is a party to the

proceeding4149)C. A.ghandi an ad | ite
courto (Tenn. R. of Juv. P., R 2).
2. When an attorney is Points: 10 out of 10
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings,doesfo The obl i gation of the guardian ad
state law define thedurationof fcease until the guardian ad litem |
the appointment? 40) . T h e orfey gt allgthges of tlee praceediags shall include the
to an attorney in an appeal 6 (Tenn
3. When an attorney is Points: 20 out of 20
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings,doesfol n a dependency, neglect or abuse
state law require the attorneytofchi | dds concerns and preferences ai

advocate for theexpressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

o fi after fully investigating and advising the child, the guardian ad litem is still
position in which the child is urging the guardian ad litem to take a position th
guardian ad litem believes is contrary to the child's best interest, tae gdditéim

shall pursue one of the following options: Request that the court appoint anot

|l awyer to serve as guardian ad | it.
the other | awyer advocates f oourtappoiet
another | awyer to represent the chi

advocate the position that the guardian ad litem believes serves the best intel

the childdé (Tenn. Sup. Ct R. 40(e)
4. To what extent are Points: 8 out of 10
specializededucation and/or
training requirements for the Tennessee |l aw requires t hathecouftshplny
childds counselreceive training appropriate to-lt he

law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

149).

Basis for deduction: Although Tennessee law requires that attorney GALSs rec
training prior to appointment, it does not expressly requirgainahgt to be
multidisciplinary in nature.
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5. Does state law expressly give
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of
the rights of a party?

Points: 5 out of 10

Under Tennessee law, children in dependency proceedings do have some exy

(6The summons shall also be directe
age or moreld2@QTaC¢)A. aAchi |l d h a dages ofc
the proceedings [which] shall inclu

37-1-121).

Basis for deduction: Tennessee law does not expressly give party status to chi
dependency proceedings.

6. Do the Rules of Professional
Conduct (or th
equivalentthereto) pertaining to
liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

Points: 4 out of 10

OWhen a client ds aimsiddred tegisionsan canadction vatt
representation is impaired, whether because of minority, mental disability, or fc
other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reasonably possible, maintain a norms

l awyer rel at i ofeuh Sup. CivR. 8, Ruld 1kl 4(a))c However.t
0[a]l]ny guardian ad Iitem...appointe
good faith and in so doing shall be

appointment (T.C.A. § 37149(b)(3)).

Basis for dduction: Tennessee law provides broad immunity for GALs represet
children in dependency proceedings.

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
childrends <cou
dependency proceedings?

Points: 0 extra credit points

Tennesseklaw does not address caseload standards for attorneys representing
in dependency proceedings.

SDEBAR NOTE

I Although Tennessee law doesaxqiressly mandate that the training required for
GALs bemultidisciplinaryn naturet h e
offered an athnced level multidisciplinary training for attorneys since 20086,
incorporating such professionals/layman as licensed clinical social workers, a
developmental pediatrician, guidance counselor and former faster you

S€aud limprdvement Program has
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

Score 85

Points: 40 out of 40

0ln a suit filed by a go vdthenparenphilda |
relationship or to be named conservator of a child, the court shall appoint an i
ad litem to represent the interests of the child immediately after the filing, but
the full adversary hearing, to ensure adequate representato f t he ¢
Code § 107.012).

2. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law define the duration of
the appointment?

Points: 5 out of 10

The attorney ad Iitem is entitled
Fam. Code A 107.003(3)(g)). O[A]ln
Regul atory Services as the chil dds

continuain of the appointment of the...attorney ad litem for the child for any
set by the courtoé (Tex. Fam. Code

Basis for deduction: Texas law provides the court with authority to provide for
continuation of a pgney ad litemdondny perod (Tex.e
Fam. Code § 107.016), but does not expressly ensure that the attorney ad lite
represent the child on appeal.

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in

Points: 20 out of 20

dependency proceedings,doesj 0 [ T] he attorney ad | item appointed
state law require theattorneyto fmanner . .advise the chisdedobjecivestol r e
advocate for the expressed representationdé (Tex. Fam. Code A
wishes of the child in a client

directed manner?

4. To what extent are Points: 9 out of 10

specialized education and/or

training requirements for the O0An attorney ad |litem appointed to
chil dés counseladvocacy or have experience deter mi

law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

(Tex. Fam. Code § 107.003(2)).

Basis for deduction: Undeexas law, multidisciplinary elements are impliedly
required as part of the specialized education and/or training, but are not expre
required.
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5. Does state law expressly give
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of]
the rights of a party?

Points: 5 out of 10

Although Texas law expressly gives children certain rights in dependency proc
such as the right to o0at t eonrtspeeificalin p
excuses the childés attendanced (Te

Basis for deduction: Texas law does not expressly give party status to childrel
proceedings.

6. Do the Rules of Professional
Conduct (or th
equivalentthereto) pertaining to
liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

Points: 6 out of 10

An attorney ad litem shall comply with the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professi
Conduct (Tex. Fam. Code § 107.003 An attorney ad |
duties of wundivided loyalty, confid
Code § 107.001(2)).

Basis for deduction: Texas law provides limited immunity for some actions take
attorneysali t em (an attorney ad |litem 0i
action taken, a recommendation made, or an opinion given in the capacity of ¢
ad |item, attorney ad | item, or ami
recommendaton was made, or the opinion \
reckless disregard to the safety of another...in bad faith or with malice...or...is ¢
negligent or wilfully wrongfuldé) (T

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
childrends cou
dependency proceedings?

Points: 0 extra credit points

Texas law does not address caseload standards for attorneys representing chi
dependency proceedings.
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SDEBAR NOTES

I A threeyear grant awarded in 2009 by the Texas Supreme Court will fund two public law offices
County that will focus solely on families involved ild €ndtective Services court cases. The Office
Parental Representation works with paremotect their rights and help them obtain services they
and the Office of Child Representation (OCR) provides legal representation and case manage
children who are involved in Child Protective Services cases. OCR works as a teamytoagifest
clientsd |l egal interests and serves as a r
This model will help ensure that attorneys representing children are familiar with the child welfa
and understand the unigesues that their clients face. If successful, the OCR model might be re
in other areas of Texas.

I The Supreme Court of Texas Permanent Judicial Commission for Children, Youth and Familieg
embarking upon a ydang study of legal representaf children and parents in Texas child proted
cases. At the conclusion of the study, the Commigilibave recommendations for improving the

Family Code.

I The final order templates used by the Texas Department of Family and Protectivin@edécas
optional provision continuing the appointment of the attorney ad litem in the event of an appeal|
person preparing the final order tramnsider this option during the drafting process; whether the
provision is included depends on the preference of the court with jurisdiction over the matter.

I Although Texas law does not expressly require multidisciplinary elements as paited sokmation
and/or training, in practice multidisciplinary elements are routinely included dvobadyatraining.

This area of law requires understanding of many multidisciplinary issues, including domestic vig
substance abuse, homelessaads;hild development. The State Bar of Texas Child Abuse and N
Committee sponsors a child abuse and neglect track at the annual Advanced Family Law confe
track usually includes multidisciplinary topics. Additionally, the PermanahtClardimission for

materials, particularly the attorney manual, include many multidisciplinary topics.

I The Texas Board of Legal Specializationthe@gproved the Child Welfare Law Attorney Certificati
program for attorneys in this area of practic

inT
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quality of legal representation; these recommendations will likely include statutory changesto the T
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Children, Youth and Families is funding l4dayeattorney trainings across Texas in 2009; the traifing
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

Utah

Score 77

Points: 40 out of 40

0ln every abuse, negl ect , or depen:
order that the child be represented by a guadiianiai t e nodeAnLBt78A6

317) . OAn attorney guardian ad |-
who may become the subject of a pe-
(Utah @deAnn. § 78A6-902(2)).

2. When an attorneys Points: 10 out of 10

appointed for a child in

dependency proceedings, doesf An att orney representing a child m

state law define the duration of

subsequent court and administrative proceetfiolygling any proceeding for

the appointment? termination of parent a6317).iTgehtoméy ( U-
0shall .participate in all/l appeal:
represent the best interest of the minor until released fromt duty b:
(Utah Code Ann. § 78&902(5)).
3. When an attorney is Points: 6 out of 20
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, doesf The o[ a]J]ttorney guardian ad | item
state law require the attorneytof mi nor 6 s wi shes differ from the gua
advocate for the expressed wi shes, the guardian ad | i tceum Itisnda t
wishes of the child in a client considered a conflict o6f902(8).teresto
directed manner?
Basis for deduction: Utah | aw requ
but not advocate for the childds e:

4. To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the
chil dés counse
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 9 out of 10

Each attorney guar di a plicabld statuiory, eegulaty,¢
and case | awdé and oOonationally recoc¢
(Utah Code Ann. § 78&902(3)(h)).

Basis for deduction: Under Utah law, multidisciplinary elements are impliedly |
as part of thepecialized education and/or training, but are not expressly requir
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5. Does state law expressly give
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of]
the rights of a party?

Points: 5 out of 10

Utah law provides children with some rightieependency proceedings (such as tf
right oto notice of, and to be pres
be heard at each hearing a&37()r ocee

Basis for deduction: Utah law does not expressly @ity status to children in
dependency proceedings.

6. Do the Rules of Professional
Conduct (or th
equivalentthereto) pertaining to
liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

Points: 6 out of 10

All Utah attorneys are bound by the Rules of Professional Conduct (Utah R. of
Cond., Preamble). However, oO0[a]n a
scope of the attorney guar di aidereddn |
employee of the state for purposes of indemnification under Title 63G, Chapte!
Governmental | mmunity Act-69937)Ut aho

Basis for deduction: Although attorneys ad litem are bound by the Rules of
Professional CondydJtah law immunizes them from being personally liable for
or omissions occurring during the performance of their duties unless specified
conditions are present (e.g., they acted or failed to act through fraud or willful
misconduct) (Utah Code Ann63G-7-202(3)(c)).

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
childrends cou
dependency proceedings?

Points: 1 extra credit point

Utah law requires that the Guardian ad Litem Oversight Committee shall, amo
thingsy omeniOf i cebds casel oad and r
staffing of guardians ad | i t-8068). and
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

Vermont

Score 90

Points: 40 out of 40

Under Vermont | aw, oO0a court
proceeding brought under the juvenile judiciabpeod i n g s 6
5112).

2. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law define the duration of
the appointment?

Points: 10 out of 10

O[ T] he appearance of an at upmontheentrysf|
final judgment and the expiration of the time for appeal therefrom. Prior to the
expiration of the time for appeal from a final judgment in such an action, an at
who has entered an appear anc e/t Famy
Proc. Rul e 15). OWhen counsel i s
representation shall continue in all subsequent proceedings until the attorney
relieved by the trial court making the appointment or by the Supreme Court ol
appal 6 (Vt. A.O0. 32 A 3(b)).

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law require the attorney to
advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

Points: 20 out of 20

ol t i s
measur e

dsdigeed dounse) to gresent the interests of clients to the ful
of their professional resp:

4. To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the
chil dés counse
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 0 out of 10

Basis for deduction: Vermont law does not require specialized education and/
training for attorneys representing children in dependency proceedings.

5. Does state law expressly give] Points: 10 out of 10

the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of
the rights of a party?

Under
proceedings

Ver mont | aw, chddwihrgsfjeet totvyomthe c | u
are broughto (33 Vt. St
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6. Do the Rules of Professional § Points: 10 out of 10
Conduct (or th

equivalentthereto) pertainingtof 61t i s the duty of assigned counsel
liability and confidentiality measure of their professional respo
apply to attorneys representing

children in dependency

proceedings?

Extra Credit: Does state law Points: 0 extra credit points

address caseload standards for

chil drends coufVermontlaw does notaddress caseload standards for attorneys representing
dependency proceedings? dependency proceedings.

SDEBAR NOTE

—.

Although not incorporated into statute or court rule,
some specialized education and/or training is requirgd
for childrends counsel by
General, which is responsible for providing
representation to children whe #ne subject dfamily
Court Proceedings, and is required for GALs by the
Office of the Court Administrator.
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

Virginia

Score 77

Points: 40 out of 40

OPrior to the hearing by the court
abused or neglected or who is the subject of arseEnént agreement or a petitior
seeking termination of residual parental rights...the court shall appoint a discr
competent attornegtl aw as guardian ad |litem i
§ 16.1266).

2. When an attorney is
appointedfor a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law define the duration of
the appointment?

Points: 10 out of 10

The attorney guardian ad | item mus:
appeal related t o t hdea shelacksthe nedessarfy
experience or expertise to handle an appeal, the guardian ad litem should no

court and seek to be replacedd6 (VA
Standard J Comments).
3. When an attorney is Points: 6 out 0of20
appointed fora child in
dependency proceedings, doesfUnder Virginia | aw, the attorney g
state law require the attorneytojchi I d fully protecting the chil dds
advocate for the expressed the wishes of the child in any case where the wishes of the child conflict with
wishes of the child in a client opinion of the guardian ad | itenmvaa:
directed manner? Sup. Ct R. 8:6).

Basis for deduction: Virginia law requires the attorney guardian ad litem to art
but not advocate for the expressed wishes of the child.

4. To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the

¢ hi codr$ed required by statq
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 10 out of 10

Pursuant to Va. Code Ann. § 1868, the Virginia Judicial Council has promulga
standards that require that attorgegrdians ad litem to complete seven hours of
continuing |l egal education in the ¢
Court Law; roles, responsibilities and duties of guardian ad litem representatic
governing child abuse and neglestef care case review, termination of parenta
rights and entrustments; role of social services agencies in handling abuse an
cases; developmental needs of children; characteristics of abusive and neglec
families and of children who are wisti physical and medical aspects of child abi
and neglect; communication with children; children as witnesses; use of close
television; [and] cultural awarene:s
the Appointment of Guardians Adéuit).
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5. Does state law expressly give
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of]
the rights of a party?

Points: 5 out of 10

Under Virginia law, children have soighkts in dependency proceedings, such as
right to notice of specified hearin
Code Ann.8§16252) and the right to partic
the appeal 6 ( LRepreSentationdobOhildiren, $Stamdard GA

Basis for deduction: Virginia law does not expressly provide party status to chi
dependency proceedings.

6. Do the Rules of Professional
Conduct (or th
equivalentthereto) pertaining to
liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

Points: 6 out of 10

Basis for deduction: O0OAttorneys who
Professional Conduct promulgated by the Virginia Stade By would be in any
other case, except when the special duties of a GAL conflict with such rules. F
example, an attorney would follow the general conflict rule (1.7) to determine i
would be a possible conflict of interest if the attornegdsasvGAL. But unlike the
Rules for Professional Conduct as they apply to confidentiality, there may be ti
when attorneys serving as a GAL must, in furtherance of their role as GAL, dis
information pr ovi de WirgibigyJudiah@ouncilhStahdardsti
Govern the Performance of Guardians Ad Litem for Chjldren

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
childrends cou
dependency proceedings?

Points: 0 extra credit points

Virginia law does not addresseload standards for attorneys representing childi
dependency proceedings.
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

Washingto

Score 61

Points: 15 out of 40

0The court shall appoint a guardia
under this chapter, unless a court for good cause finds the appointment unne
The requirement of a guardian ad litem may be deemed satisfied if the child i
represented by independent counsel i
13.34.100(1)) . o06Guardian ad Iite
represent the best interests of a
CodeAnn.83. 34.030). o0The term guardian
appointed to represent a partyoé (W

o0l f the child requests |l egal couns:
litem or the court determés that the child needs to be independently represent

counsel, the court may appoint an
Rev. Code Ann.§ 13.34.100(6)).
OUpon request of a party or o pointahe

lawyer for a juvenile who has no guardian ad litem and who is financially unal
obtain a lawyer without causing substantial hardship to himself or herself or tt
juvenileds familyeé.Ilf the court ,thea:
court may, but need not, appoint a

Basis for deduction: Under Washington law, the appointment of an attorney fc
child in dependency proceedings is discretionary in some circumstances (e.g
child has a GAL) and conditional in others (e.g., the child has no GAL and a
requested appointment of counsel or the court decides to appoint counsel).

2. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law defire the duration of
the appointment?

Points: 5 out of 10

Basis for deduction: In those cases in which an attorney has been appointed
child in dependency court proceedings, Washington law does not expressly e
attorney representation for childoenappeal.

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law require the attorney to
advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

Points: 20 out of 20

When an attorney is appointeddarhild in dependency proceedings, the role of
attorney is Oto represent the chil:
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4. To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the
chil dés counse
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 6 out of 10

Any individual serving as a guardi e
established under A 2.56. C&I®OAND.EIi o
13.34.102).

Basis for deduction: Although Washington law requires specialized training fol
it does not expressly require specialized education and/or training for attorney
appointed as legal counsel for children in dependency prgseed

5. Does state law expressly give
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of]
the rights of a party?

Points: 5 out of 10

Washington law expressly provides some children in dependency proceedings
l east one right (the right to servi
ageod (Wash. Rev. Code Ann. A 13. 34.

Basis for deduction: Washington law do¢&xpressly provide party status to
children in dependency proceedings.

6. Do the Rules of Professional
Conduct (or th
equivalentthereto) pertaining to
liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

Points: 10 out of 10

OWhen a clientds capacity to make a
representation is diminished, whether because of minority, mental impairment
some other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reasonably possible, maintain a
clientit awyer relationship with the cli:

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
childrends <cou
dependencyproceedings?

Points: 0 extra credit points

Washington law does not address caseload standards for attorneys representi
children in dependency proceedings.
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SDEBAR NOTE

I Abill introduced in the Washington Legislature in Januarw@0l@thave recognized that
few children in the state are given attorneys during dependency proceedings and thei
safety, and welfare are put at risk. H.B. 1183, and its companion bill S.B. 5609, woulq
required the court, whether or not retge®y the child, to consider appointing an attorng
at the first regul arl y shhihhelayud) teldathtaea r i

unrepreented children who are already age 12 or older. If the court does not appoint
attorney, it must state its reasons on the record, tell the parties and the child, if presern
their right to request an attorney for the child in the future, andiureaiseworker or a

party to notify any absent party of that right. In addition, the measure would have req

until an attorney is appointed or until the ddpacy is dismissed. Although these measu
did not pass out of committee during 2009, Washington advocates will introduce a ne
to counsel bill in the next session.

| Similarly, a biasintroduced in the 2008 Washington legislative sessimssing legal

representation for children in dependency proceedings who are age twelve or older.
3048, and its companion bill S.B. 6896, would have established a Dependent Youth
Representation Pilot Program to ensure that in the selected ediuwttiEsen ages twelve
and over who are in dependency proceedings have legal representation, and would h
requested that University of Washington School of Law, Children and Youth Advocacy
Clinic administer the Pilot Program, measure its effectisadassue preliminary and final
reports to the legislature.

I Although attorneys appointed for children pursuant to Wash. Rev. Code Ann.§ 13.34.
are required oOoOto represent the chil dds
attorreys appointed for children pursuant to Wash. JUCR 9.2(c)(1), which does not ex|
state whether the attorney is to advocate for the child in @icbetéd manner or advocate
for the childés best interests.

I Although the appointment of legal colifisechildren is discretionary and/or conditional
under Washington state law, it is common practice in King County (where Seattle is Id
for children age 12 and older to be automatically appointed an attorney in dependenc
termination proceeding#lso, in Bentosrranklin County, the general practice is to appoi
attorneys for children age 9 and older, and appoint CASAs for children age 8 and you

he:
ha'
Y
ng

dependency petition is filed for a child age 12 or older; or (3) the date the bill takes effect,

AN
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the court to consider whether to appoint an attorney for the child at all subsequent hearing
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

West Virginia

Score 93

Points: 40 out of 40

oln any proceeding under the provi:
to be represented by counsel at every stége mfoceedings and shall be informe
by the court of their right to be so represented and that if they cannot pay for-
services of counsel, that counsel will be appointed. Counsel of the child shall
appointed in the i ni8496&2@).order o6 (W

2. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law define the duration of
the appointment?

Points: 5 out of 10

Basis for deduction: West Virginia law expressly requires the appointment of
for children during all proceedings under article 6 of Chapter 49 of the West
Code (W. Va. Code Ann. §@2(a)), but does not expressly require appointed
counsel to represent children on appeal.

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in

Points: 20 out of 20

dependency proceedings,does 0 Any attorney appointed pursuant t.
state law require the attorney toj] an attornejilc ensed t o practice | aw in the
advocate for the expressed § 496-2(a)).

wishes of the child in a client

directed manner?

4. To what extent are Points: 8 out of 10

specialized education and/or

training requirements for the OAny attorney appointed pursuant t¢

childds counse
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

hours of continuing legal education training on representation of children, chilc
and neglect dn.gdxB2@)y.a. Code A

Basis for deduction: Although requiring attorneys to receive training on the
representation of children, child abuse and neglect, West Virginia law does nc
expressly require that this training be multidisciplinary in scope.

5. Does state law expressly giv
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of
the rights of a party?

Points: 10 out of 10

06Pa

r t h er reppenddnts, iaral the child ort h e
child

tiesd mean
rené (W. Va. Child Abuse and N
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6. Do the Rules of Professionalj Points: 10 out of 10
Conduct (or th

equivalentthereto) pertainingtof o Any att orney appointed pursuant to

liability and confidentiality attorney licensed to practice | aw i

applyto attorneys representing § 4962 (a) ). OWhen a clientds ability t

children in dependency connection with the representation is impaired, whether because of minority, n

proceedings? disability or for some other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reasonably poss
mantain a normal cliehta wy er r el ati onship with
1.14(a)).

Extra Credit: Does state law Points: 0 extra credit points

address caseload standards for

chil drends coufl WestVirginialaw doest address caseload standards for attorneys representin

dependency proceedings? children in dependency proceedings.
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1. Does state law mandate that
attorneys be appointed for
children in dependency
proceedings?

Grade: C

Points: 30 out of 40

0l f the [dependency] petition is cu
his or her home unless the child is representarlibget at the fafinding hearing

and subsequent proceedings. If the petition is not contested, the court may nc
the child outside his or her home unless the child is represented by counsel a
hearing at which the placement is made. For aintid 12 years of age, the judg
may appoint a guardian ad |item in:

Basis for deduction: For children 12 years of age or older, Wisconsin law mar
the appointment of attorneys for children in depaydemceedings; however, for
children under 12 years of age, such appointment is discretionary.

2. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law define the duration of
the appointment?

Points: 5 out of 10

UnderWisconsin law, attorneys appointed for children in contested dependen
proceedings provide sfinding heariegpandessbeenquer
proceedingso (Wis. Stat. A 48.23(1

Basis for deduction: Wisconsin law does not expeasshe attorney representatic
on appeal.

3. When an attorney is
appointed for a child in
dependency proceedings, does
state law require the attorney to
advocate for the expressed
wishes of the child in a client
directed manner?

Points: 20 out of 20

06l ounsel d means an attorney acti ny
protect the legal rights of the party represented, and who may not act as guar
ltemorcoura ppoi nt ed special advocate fc
(Wisc. Stat18.23(19)).

4. To what extent are
specialized education and/or
training requirements for the
chil dés counse
law? Is such education and/or
training required to include
multidisciplinary elements?

Points: 6 out of 10

Basis fodeduction: Although Wisconsin law requires lawyers serving as GALs
have specialized education and training (Wis. Sup. Ct. R. Rule 35.01), it does
require specialized education and/or training for attorneys serving as legal cot
children in deendency proceedings.
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5. Does state law expressly give
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurtenant
thereto? If not, does state law
expressly give the child some of]
the rights of a party?

Points: 5 out of 10

Wisconsin law expresplpvides some children in dependency proceedings with
some rights (06a copy of the petitio

of age or overdé (Wi sc. Stat. A 48.2
hearings unless theutt finds it to be in the best interest of the child to temporari
exclude the child from a hearing, a

(Wisc. Stat. § 48.299(3)).

Basis for deduction: Although Wisconsin law affords children some oftthe righ
generally accorded a party, it does not expressly provide party status to childre
dependency proceedings.

6. Do the Rules of Professional
Conduct (or th
equivalentthereto) pertaining to
liability and confidentiality
apply to attorneys representing
children in dependency
proceedings?

Points: 10 out of 10

OWhen a clientds capacity to make a
representation is diminished, whether because of minority, mental impairment
some other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as reasonably possible, maintain a
clientit awyer relationship with the cli:i

Extra Credit: Does state law
address caseload standards for
childrends cou
dependencyproceedings?

Points: 0 extra credit points

Wisconsin law does not address caseload standards for attorneys representing
in dependency proceedings.
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Score 83 Grade: B

1. Does state law mandate that | Points: 40 out of 40
attorneys be appointed for

children in dependency 0The court shall appoint counsel t.
proceedings? the child is alleged to be abused or neglectedttAmey representing a child und
this section shall al so serve as t|

has been appointed by -32H¢€l (cagur. toér(hw
appoint counsel to represent any child in & poogeeding in which the child is
alleged to be abused or neglected. Any attorney representing a child under tr
shall also serve as the childds gu.
appointed by the c-8321x@)6( Wyo. Stat.

2. When an attorney is Points: 10 out of 10

appointed for a child in

dependency proceedings,doesj A child o0is entitled to be represe

state law define the duration of | retainedy hi m, his parent, or by couns
the appointment? Proc Rule 5). O[ T] he obligation o

continuing one and does not cease until the attorney guardian ad litem is forn
relieved ¥ court order or the court terminates jurisdiction over the child. This
continuing obligation includes any appeals that may result from the case in w
GAL has been appointedodé (Wyo. Rul e:
Program, Ch. 2, § 3(by(3.

3. When an attorney is Points: 6 out of 20

appointed for a child in

dependency proceedings, doesj 0 The attorney or guardian ad | item

state law require the attorneytof best i nter est 6-3Z1¥Wg)o. Stat. Ann. A

advocate for the expressed

wishes of the child in a client 0The attorney guardian ad |litem is

directed manner? preferences wh e nsbeéstiitegestsnbunhie ar ghe ts hot boune
them as in the traditional attorsa#ient relationship. If the attorney guardian ad li
determines that the childdés expres:

child, both nthetkdibadisswoshtelBe aat:t
di sagreement must be presented to
Guardian Ad Litem Program, Ch. 2, § 2(a)).

Basis for deduction: Wyoming law requires the attorney guardian ad litem to ¢
but not advocate for the chil dds e:
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4. To what extent are Points: 8 out of 10
specialized education and/or

training requirements for the O0A | awyer shall not be qualified fc¢
chil dds c¢ouns el assignment..[as a guardian ad litem] unless the attorney has received within 1
law? Is such education and/or ] years prior...ten (10) or mdke lhours of child related training...or the attorney
training required to include otherwise provides evidence acceptable to the Administrator that he or she he
multidisciplinary elements? training, experience, or both, whic
eligible for appointment, attone must oobtain five (

Regulations for the Guardians Ad LitenrgPam, Ch. 2, § 4(b)(i), (ii)).

Basis for deductionVyoming law does not expressly require taatathingfor
attorney GAL$e multidisciplinary in scope.

education per...year. These five (5) live hours shall be child related training ar
relevant to an appointment in Juvert

5. Does state law expressly give] Points: 10 out of 10
the child the legal status of a
party with all rights appurenant fjo 6 Par ti es® include the child, hi

S

p

thereto? If not, does state law and any other person made a party by an ordppéar, or named by the juvenile

expressly give the child someoffcour t 6 ( Wy o :34®@t)&iv)). Ann. A 14
the rights of a party?

6. Do the Rules of Professional | Points: 4 out of 10
Conduct (or th

equivalentthereto) pertaining to § All attorneys in Wyoming are bound by the Rules of Professional Conduct, but

liability and confidentiality attorney guardians ad |item acting

apply to attorneys representing fcr i mi nal l'iability that MBil43200). ot her

children in dependency

proceedings? Basis for deduction: Wyoming law provides broad immunity for attorney GALs
representing children in dependency proceedings.

Extra Credit: Does state law Points: 5 extra credit points

address caseload standards for

childrenfés coufWyoming | aw provides that an attorn

dependency proceedings? Office to perform attorney guardian ad litem services ontargattasis shall not

carry more than forty (40) juvenile court cases, including jdeéndeencies, and a
attorney who contracts with, or is employed by, the Office o#timéubasis shall nc

carry more than eighty (80) juve

ni

(Wyo. Rules and Regulations for the Guardians Ad Litenarigr@gh. 2, 8§ 6(b)).

SDEBAR NOTE

violence.

| Although Wyoming law does not expressly require that attorney GAL training be multidisciplinary in scop
annual conferenceofh e Of fi ce of the Public Def endeovéring GA
topics such as educational disabilities, developmental disabilities; mental health; substance abuse; and d

b th
L
ome
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Second Edition'fA Chi | dés Ringht to Counsel
A National Report Card on Legal Representation for Abused & Neglectadhildren

Call to Action

We have provided a thorough analysis of each s
children in dependency courts. A great deal of progress has been made in the last few years, but there is still
room for improement across the board. A major goal of this report is to present the Model Act as well as
examples from other states as tools for advocates to use as they engage in continuethadiodioadyng
are examples of what needs to be done to improvesrgpties for children.

Federal Action

U Amendment of CAPTA Take an opportunity to encourage your legjistatamend CAPTA to
require that an independent, competent, and zealous attorney, trained irdiseiplinléiry aspects
of dependency practice, and with a reasonable caseload be appointed to represent the interests of all
children in all stages of chalduse and neglect proceedings in a-direicted manner, and that all
children be treated as parties to these proceedings with all the rights appurtenant thereto.

U Student Loan Forgiveness Encourage your legislative leaders to fully support statent |
forgiveness for attorneys representing children in child abuse and neglect proceedings. There is a dire
lack of trained attorneys willing to work in this area of law and student loan forgiveness is one step
that we can take to mitigate this problem.

Adoption of ABA Model Law

U Encourage your ABA delegate to support passage of the ABA Model Act Governing the
Representation of Children in Dependency Proce&diegst is voted on

State Action

U Amendment of State StatutesTake an opportunity to encage youstatdegislative leaders to
adopt state legislatiomrequire that an independent, competent, and zealous attorney, trained in the
multi-disciplinary aspects of dependency practice, and with a reasonable caseload be appointed to
represent the interests of all children in all stages of child abuse engroegéalings in a client
directed manner, and that all children be treated as parties to these proceedings with all the rights
appurtenant thereto. Wor k with your Stateds C
doing great woré particuarly in the area of muttisciplinary training. Take this good workteatgl
to turn it into mandated state law.

U Collaboration with Other StatesThis report highlights that while each state apmsthehissue of
counsel for children differentiganystates are doing phenomenal work. Collaborate with similarly
situated states that have received positive scores. Talk with fellow advocates to see what practices can
beadopted andtilized in your home jurisdiction.

U Right to Counsel for Abused and Mglected Childrerfi Beyond DependencyMaltreated
children are involved in a variety of court proceedings that impact their lives and futures. Some of
these children may be involved in custody, immigration, and education cases in which their views and
desies are not represented by any of the parties. Like in dependency cases, these children are
extremely vulnerable and deserve to have their voices heard and their rightsybretettted
perspectives are not aligned with the parties charged withnméecti Only through competent
and properly trained legal representatiotheae voicdse heard and considered by the judge.
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Appendix A: Proposed ABA Model Act Governing the Representation
of Children in Abuse, Neglect, and Dependency Proceedings

This Act has nor been approved by the ABA House of Delegates. nor by the Section of Lingation and should not be construed as
ABA Poley.

ABA Model Act Governing the Representation of Children in
Abuse, Neglect, and Dependency Proceedings :

o

3
4 SECTION 1. DEFINITIONS. In this [act]:
5 (a) “Abuse or neglect proceeding” means a court proceeding under [cite state
6 statute] for protection of a child from abuse or neglect or a court proceeding under [cite
7 state statute] in which termination of parental rights is at issue." These proceedings
8  include:
9 (1) abuse;
10 (2) neglect;
11 (3) dependency;
12 (4) child placed voluntarily into state care;
13 (5) termination of parental rights;
14 (6) permanency hearings: and
15 (7) post termination of parental rights through adoption or other
16 permanency proceeding.
17 (b) A child is:
18 (1) an individual who is under the age of 18; or
19 (2) an individual under the age of 21 who remains under the jurisdiction of
20 the juvenile court.
21 (¢) “Child’s lawyer” (or “lawyer for children™) means a lawyer who provides legal
22 services for a child and who owes all of the same duties that are due an adult client,
a2

23 including loyalty. confidentiality, diligence, client direction, communication, duty to advise,
24  and competent representation.”

25 (d) “Best interest advocate™ means an individual, not functioning or intended to
26 function as a lawyer, appointed by the court to assist the court in determining the best
27  interests of the child.

28 (e) “Developmental level” means the ability to understand others and communicate,
29  taking into account such factors as age, mental capacity, level of education, cultural
30 background, and degree of language acquisition.™

' This Model Act was drafted under the auspices of the ABA Section of Litigation Children’s Rights Litigation Committee
with the assistance of the Bar-Youth Empowerment Progrun of the ABA Center on Clildren and the Law and First Star. The
Act incorporates some language from provisions of the NCCUSL Representation of Children in Abuse, Neglect and
Custody Proceedings Act, This Act has not been approved by the ABA House of Delegates, nor by the Section of Litigation
and should not be construed as ABA Policy

1
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Thas Act has nor been approved by the ABA House of Delegates, nor by the Section of Lingation and should not be construed as
ABA Policy
2 Legislative Note: States should implement a mechanism to bring children into court
33 when they have been volumtarily placed into state care, if such procedures do not already exist.
4 Couwrt action should be triggered after a specific mumber of davs in voluntary care (not fewer
5 rthan 30 days, but not more than 90 days).

37  The best mterests advocate includes but i1s not limited to well-trained lay volunteer advocates,
38  such as a Cowrt Appointed Special Advocate (“CASA"). guardians ad /irem or a professional

39 who holds a relevant professional license and whose training relates to the determination of a
40 cluld's best interests.

jé SECTION 2. APPLICABILITY AND RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAW.

43 (a) This [act] applies to an abuse and neglect proceeding pending or commenced on
44 or after [the effective date of this act].

45 (b) The child in these proceedings is a party.

46

47 SECTION 3. APPOINTMENT IN ABUSE OR NEGLECT PROCEEDING.

48 (a) The court shall appoint a lawyer for each child who is the subject of a petition in

49 an abuse and neglect proceeding. The appointment of a lawyer for the child must be made
50 as soon as practicable to ensure effective representation of the child and, in any event,
51  before the first court hearing.

52 (b) In addition to the appointment of a lawyer, the court may appoint a best interest
53 advocate to assist the court in determining the child’s best interests.

54 (¢) The court may appoint one lawyer to represent siblings if there is no conflict of
55 interest as defined under the applicable rules of professional conduct.”

56 (d) The applicable rules of professional conduct and any law governing the

57  obligations of lawyers to their clients shall apply to such appointed lawyers.

58 (¢) The appointed lawyer shall represent the child for all stages of the proceedings.’
59 (f) The child, and only the child, after consultation with a lawyer and with informed

60  consent, may waive representation. Neither the best interest advocate, nor a representative
61  of the child, may waive representation for the child."

63 Commentary:

64  This act recogmzes the right of every child to have quality legal representation and a voice in
65  any abuse. neglect. dependency. or termination of parental rights proceedings. regardless of
66  developmental level. Nothing m this Act precludes a cluld from retaming a lawyer. States also
67  should provide a lawyer to a child who has been placed nto state custody through a voluntary
68  placement arrangement, The fact that the child is i the state’s custody, even through the

-
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