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Florida Children First honors foster care advocates and graduates

are than 100 child

advocates, lawyers,

judgesand polificians
mathered at the Gunster Yoakley
law firm offices m West Palm
Beach on Cctober 21, 2009, to
honor those in Palm Beach
County who are making a
difference in the lives of foster
children.

Horida's Children First (FCF)
Executive Director Christing
Spudeas and President Howard
Talenfeld, a staunch child
adyocaie and jariner with
Calodny Fass Talenfeld
Karlinsky & Abate, led the cvent,
which raised more than $20,000
and honored local foster care
advocates and one young adult
who successfully made it *
thirough the system.

“Even ina down economy
FCF is fortunate to be supported
by individuals who open up
their hearts and thieir pirse
strings o support progras for
our state’s foster childpen,” said

Spudeas. |

This year's husorees included
ora Collins- Mandeville, Mari
Franked, and Ritaand Les
Garenflo for their foster child
advocacy work, Foster care
“graduare” Obadiah Paytorn was
also rewognized for his suceessful
transition into independent

*These individuals have that
you can help change ontcomes

o foster children by simply by

getting invodved in a foster
child'slife,” stid Talenteld. |
Collirs-Mandeville was honored
for her passion for children who
have aggec outof fisster care, her
natural ability to connect with
yumrig penple and her search to
find a beter way for Florida's
child serving systems.

Frankel was selected for her
parlidipation in community;
civicand educational programs
involving children and families.
Her relentless and “hands on”
elliorts in such arganizations as

Adopt-A-Family and Project
GROW have contributed to
many of the agencies” successful
CYCnts,

The Gorenflos are recognized
for their love and compassion
for all children, especially those
at-risk or with disabilities.

. Topether, they have adopted a

total of seven children, making
them true exemplary mole
mudeds,

Thisyear's youth honoree,
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FGF Board of Directons Richard Filson, i, Denise Marning, Julie Talenfeld, Howard
Telenfuld, FOF President, and Alan Mishasl

Payton, is necognized for his
successfl “pradyation” out of
foster care. He was recently
awarded & mini-grant (o
convene a summit adedressing
mental health issues and is
actively involved in statewide
initiatives fo improve mental
health services mcluding those
involving youth transitioning to
adulthood.

TFor more information, st
wwwelloridaschildrenfirst.org. W
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